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Preface 


m ^"rior,' tt w r ic K,nBdwn ^ ^ 1 *«* 

Visiting Ihe^at oSSgjF ' > V,S "“ d *• 5i,C - 1 

^ w all scenes h these mnibs nn: ^n, a /,ng; they J up ki team of warfare ttal lead ms 
«h..ldrs to thcoriw «M the events ponmyed on the walls occurred during d,« m, u hlcd h„k ,.I 

and can ..-e 5 are pan ,he mJiteam^L 

and can be round elsewhere in other ancient Egyptian tombs. The same npe . C cnc, . 

,h “ WOrit 0f,heSCA “ lhe ^“ofAbusir near the ... 

One of the most popular scenes at Hen, Nassau among,, scholars and the public „ ih, 
scene irorn a 1 J' Dynasty tomb depieiing 37 Asiatic,arriving in l.u ; .p,. Their c|*hc. h ,, 

and beards arc all depicted in the Sv no-Palest mint, style, indicate . 

Asiatics. The leader of the group is celled "Ihsha". and a tew Biblical Studies M. I.„. 
icntahvdy associated him wiih the prophet Ibrahim. 

This book* written by Na^ t[ ib Kamwaii and Alexandra Wooife, rs umonij . 

and describe in detail the tombs at Beni llassan. It is useful tor scholars, tunr j 

students of Egyptology, In fact, this is the perfect book to bnrij: wilh you wheji 
tombs. The test wondurfa I ly describes 1 he Serves on the wa ils and g i ves great am in . m 

interpnetmions of their funetions. The book also oilers references and comparable ■■ 1 

which are of great benefit to all. 

I uould like to thank both authors* Xaguih Kanawa]i and Alexandra Woods. U>r pub 
ibis interesting academic and informative bi>ok, bpeeial thanks rrnisi go to \agu K 
because he is a very prolific writer and scholar. I admire Ins hard work arid ume him ‘ocojitiri.. 
on this path. 

h brings me great joy to know Ihsu the Supreme Coonei! of Antiquiltes is publish til 
this book, and hope that Kanawah intends on tonslaiing u into Arabic 


Zahi Hawass 
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INTRODUCTION AM) ACKXOWLEtKiEM V\l\ 


Icth^v | irM 11:1,1 Vt tht; ~ fJ '' sau <1 fS^^^umofaabaLoJo^v .1 

lhc M^nnhiw' ■ 1 HtCS WCncCACBVated recorded including r. .,,■ „ 

S^jS;? 3 T ®.r 2 in , PP " E " P< **"«" 1 m I wm Peres ! V*he,, 

J'VSS SR*** « Beni H as «,n under the auspices of .he I ..** j^u-' ' 

lohi 4r' lhSll '^| thc> ™ nf 001 ^ fi,sl archaeologists t 0 excavate and record ihe ^ite. V>,. ■■ ■■ 
publictLlion of the upper cemetery m four volume prm ,dc* detailed plan, and .cei> . i ■, 

££ "T ?r n 7 * ™ “*** ***«»■ drawings rf the d,, r , ' 

™hon* a'"* ' 1 ° " LlSSa " ™ imJCiS lo ^ ,h « ^ypNogiirj eommuM ■■. 

oen .hough the work was undertaken well over inn wan. ago l„ reeem ,-• ir , 

rv-UEtavatod and rerecorded many tombs in Egypi usiiTg modem standard's ol irehae ■. 
invention with the i Mention of recording minor details in lire scenes ami insertpn i, 

been uncovered after extensive conservation of the monument ith ihe re ; ,rd, . 

fieldwork in l-gypt after the IWs. the Old and New Kingdom period, have W- ■ 
o| many projects and studies, while the Middle Kingdom does not seem n re„ 
attention it deserves. 

A survey of Middle Kingdom tomb decoration illustrate* that die general style and seer.e e. 
is similar to representation* ui Old Kingdom lombs, which may be. due! ihe Jjt; rii.s: ■ 
of tomb decoration was to a large extent the same in both periods ■ The purpose I e>r 
funerary an in a tomb complex is highly controversial Many scholars h o me-semed 
opinions and conclusions and the complexities of ibis issue arc beyond the ■* v ■■■,-. • 

monograph. Whether the scenes in a tomb commemorate the hie of the tomb 
her family, encapsulate the emmw of an elite official, project the identity -' h, lot 
m tile afterlife or represent the tomb owner’s desire to satisfy his her need for si.■ *■ ■■ 

hereafter, (he depletions would seem to be based on the tomb owner's artist 1 -v ■ 
observation of (fie world around them,' 1 As wifi Ik - aigued m f'hapier I, the ir.ui . ! 

artists in the Middle Kingdom may have used the art of Old Kingdom temples . - ■■ 

basis for composition, which may also account for the artistic similarities, C eruiin paw 
gov ernors such as (hose ,u Beni Nassau include scenes in (heir (ombs ihai reflect die da ' 

(be province as a whole, rather than simply focusing on aeitv hies the (onib owners under : k .■■ 
supervised as a pan of their administrative responsibilities* which is common in Old Kingdom 
tomb decoration hi this book, the different artistic themes depicted at Bern Nassau have bee 
compared to con temporary lombs as well as those dal mg to the < >fd Kingdom in order : ■. 

(he continuity ofartisiie traditions in the two periods V study of Old Kingdom tomb decor.iiio- 
therefore is of particular relevance to understand the scenes represented in Meddle kingdom 
tombs. 


14 F. Jmige, 'Hem Ulisvui'. / 11 , fi*l$-MW, New hern, tient /faxiwiiols ! A pJiSsml fm 
Ttivords qfllw cemetery see LepsUK Aftfwftlh'e Ik 121-13?; (iarsLw*:. Buna! l j vrw ■ r 
Smith, frl tmd An'iHlirfun'. 104, Kofritts, Ei*rjHtati Art 102 

l : or a JL-sL'nplum of live term. o.vnm-* imJ (Is relevance m !k r ili Flj^rsU. SVC Kamriu. ( ■ ■ 1 A ■■■ 


//. |4:.JJS 

I or adijrniiakincni (htt purpi’isc.irEgy ptun ait m.v( 
in nhtK >ti. I 201; KJiutt;i1 i. titmh . rw. / Itfn <>nd. \ 
k amrui. f tis bum of kimumtum pH, t ? 4 J-1 OS 


Aldsvl,Xinbdcbmiiuti 1 , r f .’ '5 h .IFw ■ • 
12-122 1 1 .ir I w ; L- l • ■■ ■ ■ 
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MiHHUl I HU 


En an aftempl to present the reader with an overview of the art and daily life in an Egyptian 
p rov i nee dunng Ihe Middle Kingdom, four or the best preset ed tombs at Beni Hassan hav e been 
fleeted, with two tombs being chosen from the Eleventh Dynasty and two from ilk Twelfth 
Dynasty Our main aim in this book is not to study the chronological development of an is tic 
'[> le m the E. Icvvmh and Twelfth Dynasties at Hem Nassau but to gain an understanding of the 
hie oi the people in the province and identify she continuity of artistic traditions across diftcrem 
periods With this aim m mind, we wifi consider the art, architecture and inscriptions in the 
selected tombs following the numbers given by Newberry, which are as follows Amencmhai 
i romb No 2k Khnumhotep II (Tomb No M BnqeE 111 (Tomb No. 15) and Khety (Tomb No. 

I i Naturally, not every ariistie theme is depicted in each tomb and frequently some scenes are 
dearer and better preserved in one chapel than in another. As a result, certain scenes have been 
selected and photographed based on the present condition of the walls, with the aim of providing 
the reader with a sound overt tew of artistic themes in the four tombs at Beni Nassau. As none 
ol the buna I chambers were decorated, the shafts and hurial chambers are not considered ini his 
monograph 

■fhis book is divided into three chapters, with the first providing an overview of the history 
-md importance of Beni I Jasmin as well els highlighting the significant architectural features and 
■ irtivLie themes found in the tombs. The second chapter offers a general description of each of the 
lour selected tombs including; the titles and family background of each tomb owner in addition 
tv shori description of the architectural features and the tomb's decorative scheme. A number 
t figures are included to illustrate the relevant architectural features and general views of the 
various walk in each tomb. The final chapter examines individual artistic themes in the chapels 
at Bcni fk]ssari and compares the scenes with contemporary tombs as well as those from earlier 
pesiods as various sites in Egypi All the architectural plans and sections in addition to the line 
drjwmg- have been redrawn from Newberry's publication. The phoiL>grjplue plates forming the 
second half ol she book lughtighl the varied artistic themes included m tile selected tombs. 

Ut: would likL ' ^ express our sincerest gratitude to Professor. I)r. Zahi Haw ass. Secretary General 
. 'i the Supreme f nuncil of Antiquities, Ibr allowing us to photograph the extraordinary site of Beni 
Ihssjn as well as for including the hook among, the publications of the SC,A. Special thanks are 
dne • n the Director General of Middle Egypt. Mr. Adel Nassau, and to Mr Reda Agila. Inspector 
''' Anc iq li i e i t-s at I lAhnya. for providing every- assistance in facilitating our work on site. Finally, 

' wuuld tlkt 10 ™r 'tanks t‘> the Director (ienera! or the Prime lies of the SCA, \1rs. Amid 
Salw .iL l" - Mty. and her staff for the care invested m the publication of this w ork We would 
jI-m' kke lu thank Ms Efty \le\akis for photographing the tombs in this study during May-June 
Nameh Nlialik and Mrs. Mary Hartley ea re fully reproduced the intricate line drawings 
!,eluded in Chapters 3 and 2 (Figures 6-7. <J T 12 and 5, 8. 11. 14 respectively), while Mr, Naguib 
\ietor was responsible Ibr drawing figures I and IQ in Chapter I as well as the architectural 
pin ns and sections of the tombs in Chapter 2. Ms Mira I Lavhien played an important mle in the 
work on site, wink Ms Aima-Laiifa Mnurad, Mrs ElizabethThpmpsoii, Mrs Lois Little and Mr 
Man Little assisted in the editing and reading of the manuscript. Ms. Mourad and Mis. Iconic 
Donovan w ere also responsible for the preparation of the final images and layout for publication, 
Wc ’ Nitslk and c% ^ r > Person for their significant contribution, which has enabled this project 
to reach a successful conclusion. 


N, Kanawa!i and A. Woods 
Macquarie University 
Sydney. Australia 
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CHAPTER 1 


The History And Importance Oi Bem Hass an 


ofEI F«lir d T h3nk ^ lhL ’ Klkr “PPWJtimil^ :> km somh of ihc to ,mi 

of ElAlinya and fails w«h.n [ho ancient hounds of the (6 ■ Upper hgyptiaii prm iru, die 

u" L°" *• n " nh h> ' fc l7 "' '• l; mi ... .he 

,r , l'™-™™- Wuh =««!!«> rack rotation,.he pnHe^s 

£ T7 a ' kr 1W "' Wl " Cl ’ h: ' S ' Cil '"*« «*> Mh*n>ing ««i»fe 

m different periods. As a result, ihe nearby Old Kingdom cemetery cHZawivei elAlaiviim h^ 

suflCRx! missive destruction, hut fortunately the tombs at lien. Hassim arc well preserved hv 
comparison. The cemetery oi Zawiyct cl-Maiyilin. in the northern pan of (he proving is also 

positioned on the easi bank of the Nile and w» ..;ed as a burial ground us earl, .,* the P% 

Dynastic Period The site continued to be used during the Old Kingdom, particular I, ,„ the Sixth 
Dynasty The eastern el ids in ihe southern part of the nomc also contain several cemeteries 
dating from the Old Kingdom ihrough lo the Late Period/ 


The tombs at Bem Hassan arc eut in two ridges hall%iv up the mountain and command mi 
impressive view across ihe river The upper range shelters ihe great tombs nf ihe nobles 
tbe province, while the lower cemetery lirst came inio use during the Old Kingdom .• :;h :h. 
construction of a scries of chamber tombs and pit* tombs at ihe base of the clifts I he tuc 
Kingdom tombs seem in have been re-used m the Middle Kingdom, based on ihe i 
of later coffins and wooden models/ The lower cemetery at Beni llassati contains hundr, :• 
shafts, each with a small chamber, which presumably be longed to the inhabitants of the v.V" 
well as officials arnf or family members of the nobles buried in the upper cemetery 




F rgiirc I Section 1 1 1 the , i lc pl.m ni Hen: I faisan %huw i ng Ihe upper .i nJ low cr trir.lAi 
(After Ncuffifry fk»i ftmm l, pi ^ 


V Jimpe/fk-m HasW, t. I 1,695 Plf J. Ml 163 

F^ine* u n J M.i lek„. rx/^js, 14*15 
P\t 4, 134-11 1 jrsljng, tiitruif t in-ratm. ISIS 
Gnstnng. Hut- 1 ,t( < ‘aiftjrfli. 26-2?. 

(hestang, ffitrhil C'itiftnm. IL.Hl-.Hpls 3*4 
(j.1 rsUrtg, tiitrtai t 'trittwi, 56-41, -12-43 




The FiiSVMy and iMrottAWCff of Beni Emn 


The upper terrace contains 39 rock-cut tombs, which lie in a north-south row and belong to elite 
officials serving in the Oryx-nome. Only 12 tombs arc decorated with scenes and inscriptions 
and indicate that the tombs were built for officials holding a range of positions within the 
administration from 'great overlord of the Orys-nome p , 'overseer of the eastern desert, hereditary 
prince', 'count', 'overseer of the great army of the Oryx-nomc * 1 in addition to 'overseer of priests' 
of various regional deities Ofthe 12 decorated tombs at Beni Hassan, 8 belong to governors of 
the Oryx-nome, who served during the Eleventh and Twelfth Dynasties. 

For the purpose of this book, two tombs from each dynasty were selected to illustrate the features 
characteristic ofthe period. The 4 chosen tombs arc extremely well preserved and arc open to the 
public. Baqet IE1 (Tomb No. 13) arid Khety (Tomb No. 17) belong to the Eleventh Dynasty, while 
Amenemhai (Tomb No. 2) and Khmimhoiep It (Tomb No. 3) arc dated by cartouches and their 
biographical inscriptions to the Twelfth Dynasty, the Fanner to the reign of king Senwosret I and 
the tatter to the reigns of kings Amenemhat II and Senwosret II * 



Figure 2. Genera! view ofthe cemetery of Beni Hassan 


Newberry. Bins Utism r ], pL 2. 

1 Newberry. Beni Hasan 1, pk, &„ IS. 
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Tae Hrsrcmy and Impobtakce of Beni Hassan 



Figure 3. View ofthe Nile valley from the upper terrace the cemetery 



Figure 4. View of ihc upper icrrace, looking south 
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*wiHirs smuts’ BimHav^ 


. ;-.. lL previ misty* all .' L? tombs at Hl-isi I l$mn are excavated in a good siraium of white 
. ’Ketone and portioned on j continuous icnace overlooking a picturesque view of ihe winding 
: ,, L -! .m,i -kii green fields The site as a burial ground w as there lore carefully selected by the nobles 
, ■ ±c i fry vnomc as an ideal eternal resting place Ihc reek-cut tombs at Beni Hassan remain 
t’lionc she most complete anJ iiuporLmi tombs ot the Middle Kingdom and contain extensive 
.ic.d tests as well as a wealth of information in the wall scenes and inscriptions The 
tombs provide an insight into the life and times of the province during ihe Middle kingdom. 

Although there is very little archaeological cv idence for the settlements associated with the Dryx- 
Several tombs at Beni Hassan include inscriptions naming various towns in the region, 
ci example, the tomb of KhmimhotCp II (Tomb No. 3 ) mentions Ihe town of Mertat-KhufuT 
i..■ -.s e■. c -1 the exact location of the dly is presently unknown. Nevertheless, the Oryx-nome 
..poears :• have been one of the richest and most economically important provinces m Upper 
; . | n a in li Jem study of land productivity undertaken by Egyptian authorities, the capability 

■ the cultivated land ha* been divided into five classes, wiih number one being the most 
productive Applying these divisions to die known bonders of the ancient Egyptian provinces* 
i 1 becomes clear that Class l dominates the area between Akhmim and Deshasha (9 LLE. to 

E. I. Such Class ( land is not recorded for any other province in Upper or Lower E:gypi.' : 

I here fore ids region, may have been ihe productive heartland of the country, and as a result, the 
richest Old Kingdom lombs in the sotilh are found at sties such as Akhmim. Deir d-Gcbrawi t 
\k:;£ Stic kit Said. Zawiyct el-Maiy itin, km in cl-Ahmar and DesEiaslia, Similarly, the largest 
.it d mo&t extensively decorated Middle Kingdom tombs are found at Meir. El-Bcrsha and Beni 
UviU- i !-i U.E to I" U.E.) The Iasi site contains ihe burials of the elite officials of the Ory x- 

■ : .i inng she Eleventh and Twelfth Dynasties and it should be kept in mind that this province 

\ .itc J within ihe most valuable and leritle land m Lgypi. 

Position niud Riik of she Officlali buried at Beni Hawaii 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■■ ledge ii‘ ihe provincial history of Egypt Lifter the fall ot ihe Old Kingdom, during ihe 

■.1 11 \ Penod ,md leading into Ihe early Middle Kingdom. is piecemeal at besi 1 The 
!>c i ikl Kingdom mime families of many provinces is not clear, nor are the reasons why 
appointed lo govern certain regions and not in others The burial ground lor 
" m - • ■ He i iryx-mmu- wa> moved front Zawiyct el-Maiyitm in the Eild Kingdom m 
she I irst Intermediate Period and she Middle Kingdom rite complete absence of 
■ ■ ■ j'.L'in.il names tn the two sites may well suggest a new family line of governors at lieni 

li i lw Minus bn at Meir (or instance appears to have been dillcreni, wilh Old Kingdom 
.■ i.milmuing to he carried by Middle kingdom officials - However, ul Beni Nassau, Meir 
■■■I ■- - L r provincial cent res, there seems to be a period of interrupt ion when she local crown 
lppoinled governments may have lost control. Wilh Egypt divided mto two main camps* the 
i lcr;w :upoltiiins and the Thebans, the survival of the provincial niters depended on their 
established allegiances in ihe contlici. 


Kewbeny. flmr Hmtln 1. 5K. pi. 2 J. 
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■- ■ nrumv i many rum^ fmm the l lid |m the Middle Knigdonw at tins site such as Wekh-hulqs 

iBIaekman, tfrjr, ( Veils . passim) 


Ilk Middle kingiloni rulers of the Oryx . in build targe tombs that 

decorated with an impressive repertoire of artfefk theme 
of grandeur as well oti deimmM ruling bteir we.diii ,md p;-.wer t)n ihc ei 'liiuj n,. 

ihe sircrigsh .ind oi uchievemenis of iheir l^cal ,nr • . unpre -denk-.' id n . ap^v-., 

dcclarainm of mdependence 1 be *:iiue e^i w .rtdie.. i \ M . i 

Eiaqes 111 i Tomb No, I 5 land Klieiv {Tomb No r i .ne . ■ opted by thi-. ireme ji •• , r , . 

u prominent ptisiiLonirnniedlaiely upptMlie the cim,uleed.M,i , the tombs I he l 
yre divided into two sections: the upper shows many r,m-. i.| - i 

ck^iiotappeuriodcpiet wresiliivg asa .pori. kit iit..-i pr.,i,oiIy | m ■ physu 

the soldiers as apart of them muring 1'he luwci vMni, t :cpk ; I scti i-. - un! 
the attack and siege of a fortress I be representation "t these sc cues ^ivc- Hit- impression that ihc 
governors of the Qryx*nome ccmrimaiidcd a wclbstreti army reign recruits 

such as Nubians* Asiatics and perhaps Libyans 
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Figure v Foreigner 111 die Egyptian army m dw umth of the numurdi KlummhiMcp 1 1 TenibN^ "J i 
< After Sew bt-n v flerrj i l- [d •*“' 


The exact location of the (owns fortresses being atiacked is unknown as there are r«u i> wnm mis 
associated with each scene Ihe identity of the soldier defending the fcirtrc^ s net ek-.ir. 
however it rs likely ilnit the events commememie one ofthecbrtflictxmeitiioned in the hm-j ■ pin .- 
at Bent Nassau ' Allhmtgh [lie Oryx-name is .trategically posnioiled between ihc iwn mam 
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l hi; iif^6 \ii.i«.'Lutij j foruess in die mmibof Khely ( Tomb No. I?) 
i AHer New heir >, BWn ffasatt 2. pi 15} 



I ■. uil- \iijvkuig j lonress m tin,- tomb n-r Amenemhat (Tomb Vo, 2) 
(Aher Vwberp. B^ru Hasan I, pi. E4n 


-"' nl HeLiklcopolis and Thebes during the first Intermediate Period, it seems that 

■ i. - .'i she (Iryx-ncune succeeded in remaining neutral for a period of time. With the rise 
’ e ' heban Menluholep 1L the governorol ihe Qryx-ncunc Baqet Ilf (Tomb No. 35) seems lo 

■"■„ become ;m ally with the Thebans ‘ This priced to he a skilful move, which no< only kept 
.. ir-: thesi oil tee following the Theban conquest late in the Eleventh Dynasty* but also 
•' -l! -I l- prov mec to retain ik armed forces The deliberate policy of ihe Eleventh Dynasty to 

■ ■ .. ! uov meial gov emors powenn order to bring the country Linder control is nut apparent 

■ ’!' Fk’in ] J assart, judging by the si/e of iheir tombs and the cvtensiv e decoration. This 

'.as however reversed by king Amenemhat I. founder or ihe Twelfth Dynasty, possibly in 

■empi to cam Jhe support ot the different provinces following his usurpation of the throne 
■' Meniuhotep family At the height of their power, the nobles of Beni Has van played an 
ini! ndo in 5he events <jf the nine The no march and army chief Amcncmhat (Tomb No. 2) 
■ ^ corded a number ot mil nary expeditions beyond (he borders of Egypt lo the south, 1 ' 4 Amenemhai 


• :r„iK^, ■ I dK ejill*V MmK 4! I km KassB.il iv dc baled HI the literature, Fur proposed dating 
r ' ,,u> 'V-v Newberry. //aw* 2, 5-7: SehcrUtel, FrihmlttvlagffHitt ■*- Sttaht» t 79*lW- 

• " hJ ' " ,K 1 . U' 1 Table 112; Brunner, fgypntdtm ft 'i^rdbvt hi s zvm \ 

J 1 ' “'"'I*"*™ with III* dating ul i he arikr umibv II El-Btfrsha see ttillems. Dttyr «L 

BQr\h$ t x-I-kx. (11-7.11 y 

n l -w berry H,vir ft man 1,25 -2b, pi S 


I. Tomb Nil. 2} mem ions one expedition where he accompanied king Senwosrei I to i|n 1 md i 
Kush, in a second expedition lie joined king Amenemhai ri while die Jailer was sidl a r - , 
regent ami was accompanied by lour hundred men selected from his own ■snmv Amenemhai 
(Tomh No. 2} conducted n ih.rd expedition with the v trier am) look wilh him viv hundred men i 
the Oryx-name, Amenemhai spoke of his own army, nut that of the king or (he country, show m-, 
the typical independence and power of the nomarchs at (he time. 

The biography of Klltiumhotep l[ (Tomb No 3) also provides an insichl lot*' the |i 4 -1 1 1ii,.■! 
situation during the early Twelfth Dynasty and describes the actions Likeu'h;. king Amenemhjt 
I,-" Speaking of the appointment of his maternal grandfather. Khnumhotep j numb V M). .■ 
a nomarch. Khmunhotep II says: ‘Amencinhat, may he he given life, viabilnv ant: .!• ... . 

Re forever He appointed him as hereditary prince, count, overseer of il F .Hem Nc-cn - 
Menai-Khufij. He established the southern boundary-stela and rived the non.v- like ._■ r. 
j [e div ided the groal river along its middle: itveastemsidg.il "the F Lt ■ .. .| F u ■, . , 

av the Eastern Desert. Al the coming of his majesty Fie drove out iMiigdmnc d. ■ ■ „ T, L - \i, M 
himself, he fixed lhai which he found ruined and (hat vihieh a i ■ ■ n s.id seized ]';..u •- ••. ■: 

He caused a city to know its boundary w ith a coy. establishing their Isoundat 

recognizing their waierv according to thai winch was ui (Fie records and m ., ■ . 

to lhai. which was in aneicni mines, because he so greatly loved iu^ull- 5 lieu . .; 

as hereditary prince, count, gracious of arm, great overlord of (he On vrunue 

(he boundary -sieIae: (he southern on his boundary u ish the t-fare-nomc and the nortiie: ■■ :l.: . 

Jackal-nome. He div ided (he great river along its middle, its waters, its fields, is tama- ■ Mid 

its sand was as far as ihe western deseris'. 

The passage from KhnumhoJcp I IN 1 lomh No ,v) biography is quotetf .:ir lengih he 
r>f (he important information it provides for our understanding of the ear y Twellih l>y . 
King Amenemhat I usurped the throne from ihe Meniuhutep family and in order- 
claim and legitimacy (o the throne of E g> pi. a new literary genre in the form of iiw j .. ■■ 
prophecies was int rrKluced. The well know n prophecy of Ncf'ert i desenhes the mu j m pro h i •-1 - 
in the country prior m the accession of king Amenemhai I. which states tor evaiuph ’• n 
riv er hed is dry, the land ism turmoil, Asialics roam (he I ami .md enemies are ev cry w hei e i ■ 
it is claimed that a king by ihe name of Ameny la short form for AmenemhaK wi I eome %■ 
Egypt where order will return and chaos will he driven away Such u I'tcrary genre presurr..ir 
describes administraiivc and civ il disorder (hat probably broke out periodically after the dfelim.' 
of the Old Kingdom. The biography of KhnumholCp IHTomb No .iHksenbcsdLspuEes i-ver the 
boundaries of di Herein provinces following ihe seizure of land The succession ol a new line 
kings during the early Twelfth Dynasty clearly faced some challenges and created cnniioverw 
in governing specific regions* 7 ' but perhaps the situation was not as disastrous av ihe ■■■n 
instructions and prophecies suggest Similar to oilier provinces of L ppei t gypL the officials 
buried at Beni Fiassan continued to enjoy wealth .it'd power unol the reign of king Senviosrct 111. 


New lurry, iiH'xtn I, 5("b". JiK (jandatnms sue ttn.’.wtcil. l*v.. m ft.\ ■ 

tilV-AvKk A H. LFomJ The GihI iJiMripnons a( khnumMqv II .u fttni H:w.m m \ !.■■- " iv*! 1 ^ ■' 
i'luirmwt ft iiwm < Nm-fi-rv tv «■ *u* »/ - * ‘ ruy n t ;■ iffi li». 1 1 - }*■. 0_ l>*nt«nj- ' he Inws.prion 

Khnnmhulep 11 A New Smiiv'.-W W.-r z./tnnt% !o - IW?>. M-|SJ 

l.iL’hiheim,. Thn h 'hi Egyptian t,itfmtu> c I. s 11 

I. K inhcini.. nwiwir % prion L town# i U ■ J 1 ' ^ncr, /, th r -atm ■ w i* ^ m r " J - - - ■ ; " 

Newberry* Biiti Hman J, nT pi. 16 Compare with the hiographi« m the (nmbs ji i 1-BersJu i.Willi - 
Off t v al-Barxiv. 80-89) 

Redford, £jp/n. t V ttuKHi unii fefvfii 1 t-sj 
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. .. : \ i rdniiwn tit die >171* os' iiiffibs and eRfctil of dpeora l;iftq 

Sex lt.iI -choLns have Mil'. --’■ilJ ili.ti king Scnwosren lit aimed to restrict the powers of (he local 
.lire: :ik". .:rjdti.i! • !-:■■! naf •iicmiwM i-s i ■ focal dynasties Tin general raductwn 
■ - iiiciiH we.ihf irsd r lt in the latter part nfihe Iwelfth Dynasty i>also noticeable ;ii Hem 

I Icusssn 



I jjimc s Scclhhi ot Kimttmh 1 I ■■ Ki.vrepby <ncflimnmg lire ■appabirmcnt oftds nuttiiul flutnd father 
i Viler S^xibem. ffuuM I, pi 251 


Fnrejgn in Hue to Egypt 

n-urarrj. he Middle Kingdom, the I gyption stale pAiycrf s sigatiFkanl rule m the Near East und 
' ■ -d 1 iiLsghhnmmij cultures t.yyptlan material culture has 
' ' : 11 • ivt ,i- then* i- evidence Ilitl 1 tuners residing within 

- 1 ■ - n. ifvtiuuntn certainly jUcctcd different 

'uim • ndu.su ics .nd probably no die liibnc society 

f ii fhe .■ • - king Sciw •■vrei FI. Kfrnumhoicp III] omb No.) depleted in his tomb 
! b' r,| " " *\>. itie.v led fc\ the 'ruler c J foreign land. Ilwhii* Tlic group 
' Flt ^omen and children as welt u< wcapons, eye paint and musical instruments. which may 
suggest tlseir Inp to f‘g\ pt \ ;is not mi ended as a temporary visit or for trade, but rather us a long 
tcm+ or even permanent, stay in the country, 1 


W t Mitvo. 'I he Middle Kingdom' in 

' /{l '- " 1 I-.I •" -"'h I Bmvar»Li. Ah.m ..... a ni ftefcbdi *nd ihc Hare Nome in 
i bvn i mil Middle Kingdom' in Siniiwon and binio, Mh bt tu.nni £jppi. iAl< 
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*- > 1 I W # 1 tsyptvvss already uca.smmed to the cmplovincni.of 1 (i re ,n nL .,. 

111 V™ 1 ! HW ol Wcl " dyI,r, S U) the t>ld Kingdom slates that In led ,r r 

number of nce.is.ims on behalf p| Pepv | against the \i«in the sand dwdkiV. : 

Syria T uk'vtmc. This amiy ua> formed of coniingcnis from die tlilTucm province?, of I i r , ■ „ uS 
l.oxxer Egypt as well as troops from the varimrs regions of Nubia and Lih\j Thu recnninicm 1 
Nubians in the Eppt.nn army became even more common during the f .rst rmermcd.aie Fv : 
particularly b\ the Thebans who bad easier access to the south Wens r i.-jne ■, ar- 
Im FI is Majesty king fepy I and the Nubian wildicns were employed m the fu,i Iniennedsaie 
Period by one of the two 'Divisions Kingdoms' of Kgypi. mostlv b\ the rheban-, tly • • 

the scene showing Khnumholcp l| reeeiv.ng ibreigners in the province represents a complete 
departure from pn>i circumsUmccs. On die one hand, we note tluil Asiauc stddrers are employed 
art lhe sen ice of a provincial governor rtiihcr than the 1 e:\pnurs state While on the other. *: 
■T»m 'Asiatics', who were once enemies of Egypt, arc now shown fighting alongside F c. pi inn 
Ircwps. * 



Figure V Hie arrival of Asiatics m Egypt ill ihc kinrh i^1 KhnurnlBt^p II f Tomb No 
l After Newbeny, A’.'nr thaunt 1 f h l M \ 


tfoalifke -.11jj11 p ciL r 11£ thal the xvat was in |hc lWlrthwM,st lU'tHt (Vila wcMimi^strineibk-ill i . .Iiv*.v 
alleged military vampaign m Snudiem PuKviiine au ihc reign ut Pvpi r. RSt >» ! HtO j IS"- ' > 

S-L'f Sedw. I IA Htufi r > i MI] -1 f 12:1 tdldieim. H;> n ‘'it Ejp plum 1 1 iwtiifi ■ ■ 10 
J Viimlivr. TJiiL'k^iivssteles dcsoldatsdela FreamCrc IVomk InKrmtWiiiiu' i t-nnu,,:.< J} 
i m?|. 2 |-2‘i, | r i.. J isetiei "I he Vuhun Vkrecnanes of (idvtciii during lire 1 list IntvrnreJwtL- IVri: 

i ih ivdivkv su]>gesudt3i (hegreupwuuld hast been umk-f the ennirol of die eenir.il j-mcmrireni -n i li i 
M (tLhnJwke■ 'Abi'Shadfs KL’preM;illutii n m Ik'lM Hasan.' .t.4 Wf ! 21 11sKS'-! i. ZlH ,”i 
Nee lor uxMipIc ICgjkter 5 on I lie e.i’.l wall nnulli side I 111 die tomb ol Aiirefienilwl 1 ■ mb N. 
Newherp.. it?nt Itman I. pt tfi 
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\rchil«turL i and Art t haruclrdstic of Beni llassan 

■ , number of tombs cut at Hem Nissan is surprisingly small in comparison with certain Old 
K ■. jti, .in provirtciHl cemeteries Al Fl-Eiaw aw ish (9 LEE.) over 850 roek-cut tombs were out into 
ihe mountain with ihe majority of these belonging to the Sixth Dynasty, although some dale to 
end of ihe Fifth and to the Eighth Dynasties. ' Both the northern and southern cliffs at Dcir 
.GehriiW t 1 1 2 L E i were utilized as burial grounds for officials during the Sixth Dynasty and 
. um 150 rock-cut tombs " The cemetery of Meir 1 14 LET) provides the best evidence for 
mparison as the site was used in the second half of the Sixth Dynasty, possibly during ihe First 
termediate Pcnod as well as in the Eleventh and Twelfth Dynasties. ‘' The areas used in the Old 
Kingdom i Cemetery A, D and E t are certainly more crowded w nh tombs than those areas used in 
■ Middle Kingdom penod j Cemetery B and E t The relatively small number of tombs attested 
.ii Bern Hasson is also paralleled at E EBcrsha, another important Middle Kingdom cemetery w ith 
: raihcr limited number of main tombs at the site, with additional shafts for retainers or family 
members of ihe elite officials." 

Archirectunt 

, rock-cut tombs a! Beni Nassau are located on the eastern cliff with the entrances opening 
ii" i:ie west walls ol'lhe chapels The tombs arc relatively simple m design and can he grouped 

into three main types ’ 

V plain facade leads in a chapel that is almost square in shape." 1. The mouths of several 
!”■' .ite accessed I'Om die floor of the chapel and there are no columns supporting the ceiling 
nor is a shrrnc dedicated to the tomb owner 

y small forecourt with a plain Ih^ade leads to a rectangular shaped chapel, the longesi 
hid uns perpendicular to the entrance w all ■ One variant of this ty pe includes a shrine 
n tl’-t; south wall of ihe tomb, as seen in the tomb of Baqet III (Tomb No. |5)/ : The 
. . .j: be supported by one. two or even three rows of columns, which run in a parallel axis 

to the entrance w all. 

■ \ large forecourt with an imposing portico supported by two columns leads to an 
■I u , ri chapel ' [he tomb includes a shrine, which opens into the east wall immediately 
■ . 1 entrance, and contains a seated statue o| the tomb owner. The tombs of Amenemhai 
' i x . md Khnumhoiep El £ Tomb Nit 5i each have two rows ol hyocolumns positioned 
’•. . !■ 'he entrance wall that support a large architrave, thus di \ iding the chapel into 
■' segments with vaulted ceilings " The ceilings illustrate intricate geometric 
■ration, which is not paralleled m the earlier tombs in the cemetery, 
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' ' ■ <ra-N-» ri,. -ftn, tfirn'i n n Retch. 66A0, 

■ .’ ,l‘t 3 !|,j ;i tn Newberry, item fLtwtn 2 , plv 2fi. 2 £ |, tj 
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Figure Ifl. Ceiling decoration 1fl H‘ k ’ tomb ^mencmhat rmmb Ni £ J i 
I After New berry, Hem them* ! pi A) 


Artistic Style anti Repertoire nf 'Scenes 

The decoration of the tombs of Bern Nassau is generally attractive and elaborate, i he 1 lev L -mT 
Dynasty tombs of liaqei I {Tomb No. 29 k Baqet If (Tomb No. .V'j and Ranmsli, i Inmb 5 
feature prominently positioned false doors and focus on tile offerings being brought ■ .. 
tomb owners who are seated before offering tables Scenes of daily life are meorpoi.ivd r: 
tomb's decorative scheme, however they are somewhat restricted to include scenes ■ ■me.u 
fishing and other marshland activities/' hull fighting/" animal husbandry and hunting ■ I ■. 
desert/'" The tombs nf Baqet III t Tomb No 3 5> arid Khcn t Tomb No. I \i ate of eonsulerahl, - 
and the suriaec olTlie walls are extensively decorated with depictions of daily lik in the pro, n< 
w hich sire discussed in detail in Chapter * The quality ot die panning is of a higli standard .uni 
on many occasions the artists illustrate tEieir exceptional abilities in Ihe tendering nf the human 
figure such as in the depiction of the female acrobats or clie varied positions of the wrestlers 

The imposing architectural appearance oi the Twelfth Dynasty tombs of \menernhol 1 Tomb No 
2) and Khnumholup IJ (Tomb No. 3j as w ell as their ambitious decorative program places these 
two tombs in particular among the hesi examples known from she Middle Kingdom Ihe vaulted 
ceilings are decorated with beautiful geometrical patterns and she upper parts of die walls above 
the scenes show a colourful Mohr-mot if While certain themes depicted in earlier tombs are 
continued, ihe si vie anti quality of painting of scenes and hieroglyphs in these <wo I wclfth Dy nasty 
tombs ls liir superior; The colourful details of the different birds, animals. bicWglyphs and the 
intricate motifs on ihe clolfts of the foreign visitors are admirably rendered L oliktf the earlier 
tombs in the cemetery, the Twelfth Dynasty examples domain long biographical inscription'. 


" f tir tfi OUllilK sl-l- ShediJ. Pi<- t-Higritber n*tt fk>m HatSW, 

"■ See for example \l-«i berry. Beni ffa^/n 2. plv .’ii. Shdtid, Die Fetsgrdhfr itm 0t ni Hm 
130 Knr j ItU of IimihK including 4 false ikwr set Shfidld, Die t HiftrObr r, 
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,l New hurry, Hem t/aSQlt 2. plv 31. NheUul. ^Jr,- /■ rfrgruf'w vymj Newt WrtfflVJ. '■ , 

r ' Newberry, Bern Uastm 2, ph 5T^2 
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• -. i of the tomb or below tire Scenes and dado luand bit all four walls of the 
Khnumhoicp 11 {Tomb No 3) The sa perior a n u rul architectlira I 
_.. . - '.!■.= -IK- IWi'lnil Dynasty tombs ai Beni Nassau may be due to (lie generally more 

- ^ ■ •;. condition of the Egyptian stale in this period or possibly also due to the 

.,.; \e and expertise gained by tile Artists and architects. 

. _ .0 (be scenes and utseriptions in lIic lomK ,u Bern Ihissm ^ not only due lo 
.i ■ -:, L ■. iluv, bill also so the informalion each conveys about the daily life in the province .- 1 
i ■ ,=!]j c cals usually recorded in their tomb scenes or inscriptions n selection of activities 

. .in rdeyaiai to their own experience, Been in biographical texts, the authors seem to 
■ icsr.n.ik- the individual role they played in the events, rather than presenting a complete 
i J si Old Ki ripdom tomb decoration, c htc oi lie i a Is depicted act tv ities t hey personal ly 

-cd. - i ii.li frequently agree with the range of lilies the) possessed in the administration, 
ii i-urn created a somewhat restricted repertoire of scenes, with a particular focus on food 
_ ■ .-:i ..si. -■.u-kshops, flic tombs at Beni Hflss.an represent invaluable records of the life of 
. i 'i L e at this period and depict the tomb owner along with many members of his family, 
.. .. . such seated before an offering table and receiv ing various 
■ j--. - jlIi w, engaging m various games and sports.' Mate and female figures 
. . ypes of games, dancers and musicians arc included as well as the 
. I ankers and the aern, ities of the ditYeren! professions or trails such as wine 
inu 1 avtunny other activities represented U) the tombs at Beni Hawaii 
irsuits. animat husbandry, life in the marshlands. travelling by hunt on the 
st iv ilies and wurfare. gardening and fruit picking, Certain themes are 
■ii ' ■■ .--- uid not ,i 11 the flic mes listed above are found in every tomb at Beni 
. eompeisitii'i I the scenes in the tombs were presumably decided 

■ • I.ai ■ unci together with rnpiit from the artists responsible lor the 
• i.imh mi tupie and a reflection of the individual tomb owner's identity, 

m Training and Si hoots dtaing ihf Stiddh* KtHgdnm 

■ i ■ - - ■ i in,, -.ciiirai atlnmiisiiution at the end of the Old Kingdom, the fragmentation nf 
mns ,inJ the relative political instability during the hirst Intennediaie 
; ! ls 11 .mi par Upper Egypt, the need for the training and preparation of 
. minel . as drastically reduced. When the country w as reunified in the Eleventh 
iot j-. ,scss the Lulmimstrative apparatus at a national level that was 
"idci .L- 11 L power In order to fulfil! the need for an efficient bureaucracy, 
: > established to prepare an individual for an administrative career.' : It was 

n ihe new government to turn to ihc region of the old capital Memphis for men who 
■: preducing learning manuals lor the young students, lor such a region was the 
•r-'.i likely to retain some of the old traditions. 


il pwnpo '1 :pii,in m in relation |«i k&ks nl daily Me m.%- I .Mcfocd, 
’ , i " ... .W Trading}. W-20 I. K,nlaw-:ni, fin t*ui. 112-12:: 

-1 -'Uw ;e, Jj imfc A t\nfnw and Identity, 50 

I Ink !U 1 . Irii .iL-iw t-xipturn {.iterttiurr 1 , 4 , S 

11 I i:\aitiptfi i he tdtfbtJl Khnumhiitep II i I.. V. _'i where he is shown III llie Iili ill aiulalsii 

' ' ' - tUh iinrl hud ■ ■ uli the inulitiund ilimw - a J( k uk well as a elannct t New h«rv Bmi 

U,tum L p!i 3(1, 42 34 ]l 
Puller, I'tttertmtrtr et {wUHtpift 3-4, 

Poutncf. LiiMrururt w fHilitiqm, 




11 te shortage i n educated bureq i re ratio personnel may a i so lias e been para! k .: . . j i,, 
wdl trained artists since as vt e argued In an cat 
in the i )ld Kingdom were related and required simitar •>:> ' ■ • 

in build Urnibs during the I itsi iniermeiliatc Pcnod T ihc unset tied political situuit . . 

- 1 ;lie limited resources available to an oflkiul seem • 
stA ^ Ihere is a general decrease in the siambml and quality >»: i‘ie art m tcrni- .| ejrve.l 
,<i J also painting, at least when compared in die monument • .nni fnncni:, ;• ipmcni -.1 i i 

Kingdom, A study or Old Kingdom omb lucaratidf t ll documented siu 

Dew eUGcbniw i Men and Dcshashii Hlu&mu - that these.. were cither decar itt 

twined in ihc capital of Egypt, Memphis or .li, .ufluerwed by . lv . ■ ,k , ■ , 

tombs in ihe Mcmpbitc ut.i. ’. ' • 

irst lntcrmcdiiiic Period t trly derrw creativity both ii the 

ntroduv^on of new themta and mottfs as well as in die aritstit ity . 

I i . ,t I c haracierist ie and reg« ma I st > les beg an .-.i op, he; 
seen in a negative light id the literature ihc absence , lain in- .in- udi jidn r 
m a spear-flsMiig scene or the poor rendering of the caiu-r • opun . i. . .... .. 

,i mistake on the pan of ihe artisi and accordingly lubeiled :n.A iiiimI' .h . the ■ 
arit sts with no skill or training.' \n alternative irttcrprcuition is iIi^lohs 

H Memphis and the time that elapsed lifter the full •■''the eer.lr Old K .dot 

weakened the adherence to the earlier trad it ions established m • •. 1 and d i. nirulds and in 
allowed lire Artists decorating the scenes greater freedom ot l vnre: -1. >11 

■ the re-unificiUioTi ol Egypt late in the i Icvcnth Dyi us ind 
sonic return to tl>e Memphite nnistic iniditions may be ob^en ed ' lie auilm;-. 
lor young scribes originated from Memphis or the IX-lta,' and tlu region 
lor its strong mlUtie traditions. Once ;he eourir-. ■■ - i •. . " 

scribes artists were able ai least to \ isjt the Memphite .•nick- ies, - additn ■ - 
Egypt, where they were able hi use the an of the Old Km ■. mn iample- ,-nd toinhs i- 
hn ennipn.sumu fhtf best ev idence for the new urtisf. tniinuie e I 

Pynmiy can be liiuml om ihe stein of an artist named rnysett, who de-siik's h - ; -lie 

following way 'I know ihe secret of the hieroglyphs; the conducting of the .«-K miwl 
magic, I mastered; tirew thereof passing me b) Morcovra I abt a craftsman excellent ii h 
emit, pre-eminent on account of what lie has known, I can render ihe >icp foi ■ ... 

statue, the steps of the female statue, the movement of the wings of dozens or birds, lUe posture 
of someone smiting ,1 captive and the expicssion of fn> eoutilcrpan, I eau .dsn render the te • 


K anti ivui i inid W(h.«Ii, .-JflKip i>j rift- tffd Kh^d’jrrt, 4-20 


f ..r u dtseussjuM ol iln% point see Harpm. rii. ■ •»{{-■ • '■ ■ ■'' 

tin talc Oil I Kingdom oaii'iptes ihe |.»nih* at M'a i i . Vo ill 1 . ■ i-il. e .■ -- 11 - -■ 

t, v . i-mw, t mAt . pwum: Vimliei, Khn/lhi. pwim. Kanau.iii, imj. J vok jiusum i 

Vjrtdict U - - u liuit the WIV imunre where llie papyrus h».al is .hw»n represents neeli, >n - 
(if the jilisl raiJjcr than a deliberate nmiviimt Vitnliirr. Hi* ■ 4 I “I nitvlako -nd the imvn ln.! i.'-c 

.-,f e.ll 1 HU „■, . .ns; »A. :**. .VO; w,«k\n w.,rd. ,UUl 'II y V(MMin W ■ 1 V K .1'. W' . ' ■ • • 

Egvpfrjtiitf it/u/lfc S<H in! Srirtt, o.W’M 

riMr'hcr,/A-ir./i'i-o ii .’T Snnlh. Jlf'SPl A .''f. ’-'" 

Smith, UESttX, H!4-Mt. R. Erred, "Lgypliiin \rf m SiUi-nivuHal ' W. , >: is'},-* ’!> <> Vischak. 
'AgKih’y inOid Kingdom I hto Iambfhogtaarts tmd t 1 VTtftabltf Mc«do|s I iteciaeSef 
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Tte Histokv a*ii> IhlKgrrAUt i m Bl m Jtv 


iiiCC satriflciol viciim and the posture of the anti of a hippopotamus lumierand ihe arrival of 

a ru liner'. M 

ji._: i!. i ss^in iiivhidc.s -i unique represent a it on of sin artist being I rained, which is positioned on 
■ , i ■ i: : i wall of the tomb of Buqci 111 (Tonib No. IS).' Three activities take place in the scene 
„im; arc as follows to the right stands a naan labelled as 'sculptor 1 using a chisel and a mallet to 
si-iipt- . t wooden statue; the middle aeiivity shows a painter holding a brush in one hand and a 
.■ii’.rnc: with the colour in the other, painting the fine details of a second statue; whereas the two 
iii the left are kneeling opposite each other wnli a hoard between [hem,"" The man labelled 
i- , h rriv' to the right of (he hoard is shown to he painting a calf with it brush on ihe hoard while 
■„,.Ldmg .t colour container in his other hand, lo the left, his counterpart is using a brash to paint a 
doe ,iHacking a ga/elle, which is a motif frequently represented in the tombs at Bern llassan and 
■ iced e\en hi the Old Kingdom. Incidentally, such a depiction reminds us of the pride Ertysen 
\ t for hi> ability to depict animals and the natural world w ith such incredible accuracy/' 



■ .' ,'l ArivO - jktelier and tanning m Ihe tomb Ikuicl III (Tnmh No I f\ 
i Viler Newberry, Hsnr Hftxm 2. p(. 


■ ■■ ..• -v e i: e seem-, it^ refer loan artist's training and is similar to Hie w ooden board coated with 
-<• o| plaster used as a master drawing for king ihutmosis III ' or (he limestone ustracu 
■ ; i ■ Ipainters’ -ketehes or students' practice books dating to the New Kingdom."" 

k ; . men are of different sizes. the one to the right being appreciably bigger. 
niEiiy a leachci and a student. Whether the si/e m ihis case is an indication of 
status or age is uncertain, hut n is interesting that the larger figure is labelled as .wf 
'' ■' ' !!l! emphasises the close association of (he scribal anti ptimliiig professions. The 
.. : die mimats as a theme lor artist training may not be coincidental, since animals are 
" i' depicted m die tombs of Beni Nassau and possibly also considered to be extremely 
1 ' : m tender accurately, (furiously, the motif the trai nee artist i s practi si tig ola hunt ing dog 


■1 lt.iud l . metier d'ldusen . f itE&p/c 2S 1 193*1), 21-.14. A Etajjiuy. 'The Stela of Inv sen'. 

i 3bi fXSfi, 2frk27& 

-■ esMer S m Newberry firm ftmutt 2. p\ 4 

- u f l ' s ' l| - ' ,L ^ l| v vnf I'hnrtis 130-131 m Ihe Fiitmrxrvphs satkm This scene has been studied by 
Vl| - J ' l : ,tnis, E m die 1 Hd and Middle Kingdoms’, <*.lf(2Qlty, fcrthcuniuE’ We Hunk VB 
■ inert lur making this in1imn,iimft available 
.A. IMiIjv, . i he Stela <i( Irtyscii. f hn,miftir ifblyyftU- AS (]9til), 272. 

Kl k. /.v, putni (jtu n i.i3. ; ■■. Ill J j 1 2\ i t. A 500 I j 

■v. : I.T vsampk. I'ec k.hzvptian ftwvfqip. 17 HI- B2.(T-8|. W [10J, !1S |4A|. 1M-1A5 [%-97J. 


bumg the neck of a gazelle with the victim lying on ils buck, does not appear in she ik-.crt hum 
scene m the same tomh. Rather, a lion i> depicted biting the muzzle oi ,i aa/elK di,u ^ i•, n■ L - 

a similar position. 1 A dog attacking small desert ungulates is a motif Erequemk .. . ■ 

Old Kingdom tomb scenes, which continued m the Middle Kingdom tombs lu M, ■ 
and Beni E tassan. In the latter site, i( is present m the tombs of baqet 1 1 1 omb \. ■ 2'j i K ! 
(Tomb No. 17k 1 which are near the tomb or Baqet Mi (Tomb No 1M m ifte upper terr., e ' 
Although the chronology of the Etcvcmh llynasij govamirs of the On x^nome i unecn.o, i 
may be possible lhat the moiifihc trainee artist is shown practising in the chape, of fTiuc^ [II 
(Tomb No. 15) was copied from one of the earlier tombs at Bent Nassau. 



I leurc 1/ Anoo in training: The tomb i-i Kyarkhpepy it /.iwiyel el-MiiytUn 
(After Viiri lie, pis lt>. 11 1 


lk L spite the fact (hut a large portion of the ev idenec preserved fbmi aocrer:' i r -y \y. is f- 
magnificent works of art in temples and lombs. the representation of artist* ir:u ■ : 

tound in f.gypiiuin tomb scenes One notable example is curiously encountered me '■ 
Dynasty itimb of Niankhpepy at j^aw lyei d-Maiyitin. j site located within (he ()n \*mmic lie 
north of Beni Nassau The cemetery oi ^awiyei elATarymn was (he burial grtnind for the c.ite 
officials scrv ing in (he produce during the f)Jd Kingdom and in tins scene, two mer -n oi • 
steols <?ii c nfier side of a ilai bccird. The figure on the left holds .i brush tn one hiind .uiti .i c> Ii' 
container in the oilier and is painting an animal on (he hoard Ihe figure on die nghi. which - 
mostly damaged, appears lo be also holding n container in one hand end perhaps a bru^li 
other although this detail is now missing As w ith the motif in the tomb of Baqct Ul i Tomb 
No, 15k the most likely inierpreMimrt of the scene is that one individual is training (he other m 


New twny, A'rJ-i tftison 2. pt J 
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See for esjrnpJe (he Middle kingdom tombs Ol SloISi (HI nBI«ltmjn. tr. !. |Hs r- ■ ■ nj W.Vm ep 
I to ill Ateir i Itlacknun, JHcb 2. pi Si. Pjehutyrukhl .ii IIHersh.i iWilleurlv f\„. ,. -jf.'-- - bl 4(0 . - 

well .is Jni.uei andAfliefbkur ji ThchB (J^'Oeeken. k.oj.- 5. pi 21 ^ w. pi b > 
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. . .i,,! .h««bjui««w at il«*ofoo^ot.animal. 

three registers H in als ..«y of different apedfii. Hie rartdquctionof art 

. ,t,- Jea ■:: n wM the wmihtmy between the at /^p^i 

d-Muiviiiuand Bern Has&n may well suggest that the artist responsible for the decoration 

h II I |'nmb N IM at Hem Mussm wav aware ol theOld Kingdom representation 
: | multi" m the umibof Nyankhpepy Ol ^awiyct d-M*iyltm '* 


i i ned n ihe upper terrace ai Beni Hjsmio who administered the Om-nomc were 

...... w ck--s 3 he scenes and in-criptions in their lambs pnn ide .i significant insight into 

during the I Seventh nod rwcifih Dynasties I x 
. !| s , dJustraie the various professions and even the methods oi emcrtainmcfU practised fey 

present moverne^ ot" the evince 
f rom the four selected tombs that tire the subject of this study, namely those of Amcnemhm 
, ... : umhoicp II (Tomb No. 3): Baqct III (Tomb No, 15 1 ami Khety(TombNo. 17*. 

Hi. , lj iL_ ■! themes 11 x Juded in the dt\ '.'ration ml ihesc selected tombs and 
. . !v : u- different aspects of the daily life of the people residing in the province 


■ n I in.. m lhe Mil md MiddjlO.iK■ iijsilmi«V. fi 11120101, tbrUttiumtllg 

.. inularili .-I-i btlNEcn ilif lumbnl \ianklipqiy. ulihuu^i \ cry 1 1 ,i uinem ,u \. and IhtKC ;ll 

' ■ 1 'i> r in iln; detail*and iniporiiiiKc given u. grape picking and wine mnnufiiClun;. 

VjjiIL-. Si-ttnkh-F^H, fit 15 


CHAPTER 2 


Overview Of Sklec ih> Tombs 


I, THE TOMB OF A MEN EMM \L ^ UmthNu, Z| 

Tomb Owner 

A Ithough the tombs o f A mcnembat and K h nirnihtstep 11 are mvt i he '. 11 ,■•-:• • i 
the most elaborately dceoraied and provide significnm iiifLinnatHsu i^i M'l i ! U 
governorship in the Twelfth Dynasty The mo tombs ire placed •. *: ■ , 

similarities in architectural design and m is: ie eompn&tlion, with that ofAm&n&nh ■ 
larger in size, 

Amcnemhai held the lilies of 'hereditary prince', 'eounf. kule ■ 

ihe Oryx-name'. 'overseer of the great army of the On, v iionu am iw. • j pr , 

Khnnni. Lord of Hcr-wert as well as many oiher religious offices i i - ■ • a 

emphasise his military achievements under king Senwosrct I x . io n 11 * 

cmwn prince. The family background ol Amcnemhat is niu\:. • 

father, other than ihe fact that he held the olllccs of 'emint' anJ 

Oryx-iiome'- Amencmhal's mother. Menu, w as ihe daughter of a nd 

o f "lady o f the house. El is w i fe w as named \ I e te pe L and ■■ .n aK. 

a Jew religions positions in ihe culls ol local denies The bunot ■ ' - - 

and other members of bis household, as well as the dine provided in ■ f • : i|i- 

suggest he belonged to ihe maul nubility of the ( >r> v-nmme Hnvw\ 

wife show bji> direct link with ihe ihen ruling khnumholep : imil 

eldest son was called Kli mini hoi ep and held tile title ol 'overseer of the army 

In Ids biography. Amcncmhat slates he was appointed by king Scnwusrei l . - great 
ilie Or\s-nome 1 and 'overseer of the great army of ihe <X vx name 

over the ... for the army from his aged e'.oIiu mentioned above 

in format nu i about Amencmluil'* lather, however the hioguplv. ol Khnnmi:, :, T ■ i n ■••• - 

some important intbnremon. Khnumlwiep II states that kmc Senwosrei nied 
of Ins grand lather Khmtiuhoiep 1. Nakiit.io his irdieni;niLV.i: MuiuKhufu hut not 
ureal overlord of the Orvx-twme'. which Khnumholep I iveupied him sc f in. I il-" - ’ 

passed on iu Amenemhat. UnforUinaicK the n^uh ol Khmimbdiep I is mthcr poorly [*** 
vei it may be possible to suggest that AmenemJiai wa> a sort by a lesser wrtv or a younger bn .diet 
of Khnumhotep I 


Novbtm. Bnn Histm 1. 11 -1A 

Scs Chapter t un J 1^ itman li ' ?' " 

Stv. twiTv fffiti t/tis-itrt 1, 13- 1, 14. ., 

■ New berry, (U vu IU«» r I r> *• for * si»dy of thu famiU rcbHonships m the pirn- msp ■■ IM. ■ 

S Ne W K‘n, saggssti ih.n AnKncmbatS fattier may have bwfl KlwtV K " 

kertherry, ftjJJ t/tum fr - 1 
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Figure 13 Family iree of Amcncmhd 


Amcnemhat in<>s-[ probably cut and decorated his tomb before Khnumhotep II and sTaie^ at the 
beginning of his biography [hat construction of his tomb look place in year 43 of the reign of king 
Scsiw osrci J \inencmhat may have conn rued to live under kings Amenttnhat II and Senwosret 
II .-mi. ssnee Khnumhotep II was appointed by king Amenemhat II to the inheritance of Menai- 
Khufw upon the death of his father Nakhi. il would seem lhai Amenemhat may have held office 
.lUmgside Khnumhotep II in the province. 



I i .elite -i A ‘.pciion of A mcnemhiii's biography dm mg the ennstrucium of hisiomh 
I A (Iff Sparry, ftfi ii thini» I, pi K] 


Newberry; Ih-ttr Hawn |. 2407, pt. * 


OVKWIF.WU llll Slid TtfoTdMtlVfl ftlMlt.V 


Architectural Features 

The facade of the tomb is extremely imposing and an u|icn court, measuring 10.20m, lon^ . 
B 30m. wide, was cut in from of the tomb, which leads to a pillared portico,' The Tool of rlv 
portico is supported by two octagonal pillars placed on large circular bases that ju- surmounted 
by a square abacus and cany an architrave. The ceiling of the portico has a segmental Kir,.. 
hunt, with its arch springing from the architrave to the fa fade wall,’ Tile portico measures -m;-, 
w ide x 2,13m, deep \ 7.00m. as ns highest poitii. The entrance doorway, measuring 1 82m v. uk 
is positioned in the centre oflhe fagade wall, which leads to the chapel. The lintel, pmb- md 
thicknesses of ihis door are inscribed in incised relief and Stature ihc biography ofAmeneiuhji 

The chapel is formed of a main room and a shrine carved into ihc mountain The main.. ; 

almost exactly square with each wall measuring approximately IL58m. Ihe root is suppnrui! 
by iwo rows of two columns each, which divide lhe main mom into three aisles of neark ,-.|... 
widih and run perpendicular to the entrance wall The columns support a plain archiIrate an.,I 
the shafts of the lb-sided columns rest on circular bases. 1 he roof consists of ihrvc barrel v.iuik 
ft.bOm. at (heir highest point, and give the room a sense of depth A door. I 30m wide, '<v- - 
into the cast wall of the main room and gives access to a small shrine. J 70m wide v 2 12 -i 
deep x 3,04m. high. The shrine contains u large seated statue oflhe tomb owner, flanked by i a . . 
smaller standing figures and all cut into the native rock, which ure now badly damaged 



Pigun; 15 . Plan and scelirti of Amcocrnliai's lomt* 
(After Newberry; ftenf Hmmt I, pi 4) 



m Ihc dcw-ripiinns ihroaghoui (he eluipter 
* See the longitudinal Section A Et in heny, ikw /7oW» 1. pi 4 
Sk-wheny. Beni Hflatn l, pis 

See the swtwtlfll elevation t t> bt New hern . Kw Mini* 1 ■ rl J 
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Decora live Program 

,i jamte and thicknesses of the cmrancc to the mi. . are painted light rod #nd 

jlac k d irk red and greets paint lo imitate red granite Ihe inscriptions on the lintel 
,.'.i ajiihs give the name and titles of Ametremhat, while those on the thicknesses record Ins 
Ml die inscriptions are executed in good incised relief with ihc hieroglyphic signs 
.. ,,i -jccri The scenes and accompanying uiseripnons in the diupel are in point over a thin 

layer of gypsum plaster 

; j: o\ she ilircc ^gmenial vaults forming (he ceiling of the main room are beautifully decorated 
VC geometrical paucm» formed of small red and yellow squares eoniaining ciiher 
.1 k !■; "Nile q untie toils iSee llgure 10 in ( haptef l( A wooden beam is [glinted as it running 
■.khial'o down ihe ventre of each vaull and coloured yellow with wood gram detail in red 
I lie top pan of each wall i> decorated with a colourful Mefcv-motif, while Ihe -denes 
!j sn^d k ,, iMinled Iric/c Flic comers between ihe walls are decorated with an ovoid-chain 
•s.-.jc; rul a dado hand is included below the wall scenes. The style id painting varies on the 
, rent walls, wiih [he Ihjsi quality being on die south wall showing the offering table scenes 
: I■ l iumb owner and Ins wife Both figures and hieroglyphs on the south wall are panned 
11 ,'i: r attention to detail, wink: ihe decoration on die remaining walls is less carefully 

executed. 

Hi-, Jt aft New be rn. Beni Hus an 1, 31 )-3l. pi s. 11*12. 

I r,. -cenes on the west wall arediv ided into registers, which are interrupted by the opening of the 
entrance doorway in the centre. 

. -. ,ii ..if ihe entrance, below a line of text gri ing the titles and name of Amenemhai, are 
.. containing the follow ing themes; ' E) Vintage scene: (lathering grapes, treading. 

. . - ! 'J recording she harvest. 2) Vintage scene filling wine jars under the supervision of 

■■,. j M/iue goats Mi fishing with a dragnet. Fowling with a clapnet; guUiltg tish, all of 
iew ed by ihe tomb ow ner and his wife from a papyrus boat. 5 > Handling and preparing 
.. e. bread and beet 6) \ucndants carrying various personal items such as 
-e-i.- ! linen and mirrors (leftK bread making fnghii Musicians (left); beer making (right). 

■ ■ deti’i. animals fording a stream (right j I lie centre of ihe wall is occupied by ;i 
hiise door. dividing registers ft to * into two parts and extending below the dado. Flic door is 
■ 'in h. |i.imie.'. w nil the leaves of the eavctlo cornice alternating light blue, yellow, light green 
* . nseriptions feature ihe offering formulae to the king. (3 sir is and Amibis. and the 
i .i!:.l represents the tomb owner and his w i fic seated opposite each oilier be lore an offering table 
laden W ith loaves, oThread 

o ihe north of the entrance, below a line of text giving the invocation offering formula. the 
divided into -seven registers depicting ihe following (hemes: I) Crafts and industries: 
Manufaebintig of ilmi knives ami sandal makers. 2) Crafts nud indu-iries: Manufacturing of 
ini '. . baskets, stone vessels and woifden furniture 3) Crafts and industries: Goldsmiths 
■' ■■ ’ id mu -■melt me .md weighing the row racial under the super, ision of an overseer and a scribe. 


4 > Crafts and industries: Pottery making using a low wheel and Mat km- 'he hems fm a mie m 
kiln. 5) Gardening; fullers. 6) Agricultural pursuits Harvesting tins and haik-. . 

7) Agricultural pursuits: Ploughing; preparation of laud vowing seeds 

A forth Walt New berry, Bent Hasan I, 31-32, pi. 13 

Beneath a line of test identifying the name and liiksof Ainenemhat. ih, -..t •• div ilLl:: ■ 
registers; ihe lop (wo of w Inch extend the lull length of the wall. Ihe m i >•. ihe , i , 
registers are viewed by the tomb owner who occupies ihe rich! sclIht ihv w.fl 
activities are as follows; lj Desert hunt using bows and arrow-, uid ■ 

enclosed fenced area. 2 ( Transportation of a staiue of the (umb <>w rtei m a 
by priests, musicians, dancers and men earning funerary object MSj < mi,, ; , : i- ... ■. . 

of the tomb owner bringing food items, live animals arid birds be i L -aed by \ . . 

ft) Divided into two sub-registers; Granaries, donkey-, goats, and rei dering iccuLua 
sealed scribes, A large figure of Arnenemhat is shown to (he right of the wall and .... unp.m . 
by li ve attendants and two dogs. 

East hi ill Newberry. Beni Hasan I. 32-33, pis. 14-1 ri 

Below a line uflext giving the name and ltllesof.Aniencmh.il and un a ■■ i i>rv iu • ■ 

the wall is divided into six registers. The scenes are interrupted by die cm ranee ■ In 

shrine, but tile same (hemes continue on both sides a! the dm-: Fhe rheme- ' • : 

men wrestImg, 4-5J Military activities; Attacking a fortress and sotdiei- ’icn: a ■ Vci 

voyage: Features the two cult eemres of t^iris. On (he Sort -:dc 

boat canying a coftin under a canopy lo Abydos: on (he South -ide two -rip- ih Their 

dow n tow a bnal carry ing women to Busins, 

South Wait New berry, Bern Hasan 1, 33-34, pis. 17-1 is. 

The wall surface is divided into two sections with the left and IrneeM •--■.i ■ 

Arnenemhat, while the right section belongs to his wife. Hcn-jV-i 1 he ' 

arranged; Amcncmbat and Hetepct arc seated at offering tables lad- '■■■ -i e- 

witli items of food and drink on top and ill the other -ide of the (able ' - 

pan of the wail is occupied by inscriptions identifying the sealed person a* w, . ■ ’■ . 

list, w ith (hat of Amertenihat being ranch more extensive. I he wall suriaev "pn - ■ 

ls divided into six registers: 1-2) Priests performing ceremonies. 3-5) orfomig be.!te-- hri:--,. r 

items of food and drink and leading live animals bj Slaughtering of animals 

Shrine New berry. Bent Hasan 1.34-37. pis. EQ-20 

The scenes and inscriptions in the shrine are poorly preserved, however ilhie -ciling is dec. y , 
wuh ilie sime hiehlv elaborate patterns an in die mam dispel, but m smaller dimensions 
wall i% occupied by a large scaled statue of Anienemhat anti is flanked by .-• -m a I. j ; 

figures of his wife ami his mother, all of which are badly damaged. The north and -ouch w ilN «e 
similarly decoraied with olTdring tables and aiKiffering list Hie walls contain four registers w,-h 
themes as follows: 1) Priests perforTning ceremonies. 2-4i Oftermg bearers 


l-cp-iit ' • rthUci 11. 1 2 1 - 12 . New berry, lk-rii fiuntn 1.23-2 1 ). pis '■') 

S^wbiny, fam Hii.uw t, 2EI.2^3d, pt- ft 
Ncwhcfiy, fii'tu i ftiittti (, 30 

1 nu ■" "i wiii'itr- hv ihemc wilt be presenled Trmni left torigtn and Imni the tap tobollom of each 

wait. 
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OWBJWRW Of THJ: S^CTSJiTOMIB AT BfiW HASSAN 



Figure E6. Eternal view of the tomb oTAmenemhat (Tomb No. 2) with the 
entrance 10 the iomb ofKhnumholep II (Tomb No, 3> r looking south 



Figure 17. General view ofihe tomb ofAmcncmhat (Tomb No. 2), Eonhing cast 
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Ovt.kVlMVr' OF TBti Selbciw Tombs AT Beni Hassan 



Figure Jfi. View of the portico oFAmencmhal (Tomb No. 2) showingthe inscriptions 
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OvOMEW OF THE SelKTEO Towns AT BENI HaSSAN 



F i^uri^ 19. West wall (north ol itoi doorway) of the lOmb of A mcncmhllL {Tomb No. 2) 


Overview of the Setispp Tomes af Beni Hassah 



Figure 2ft. North west comer of the tomb of AmciHuihal l,Tomb No. 2) 



Figure 2L Noflh wall of Hie tomb of Amecicmhut (Tomb No. 2) 
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° u,iRUlt;w Of thI Select^ To.mils at Ben. Hasson 




Figure 23. Easl wall (south of the sfrriise) of eEig (ojisb of Amcikrnihat (Tomb No. 2) 


Fi^un; 24. Upper see4ion of (he west wall (south of ihc enttai® cfihe tomb of Ai^itemhat tTmiib No. 2) 
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Fiyurt 55. West wall (Miuth ofcnlrancc) oJ'tlle tomb of Amencmhat (Tomb No. 2) 
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Overview of the SSjjfccTED Tombs at Beni Ha&an 


2. THE TOMB OF KHNUMHOTEPII (Tenth N 0 . 3) 

Tomb Owner 

Khnumhotcp 11 owns one of the best preserved and most elaboratelv decorated tombs si Beni 
Hassan. Despite his noble ancestry, Khnumhotcp II is the only official am png the four selected 
tomb owners who did not hold the office of 'great overlord of the Oiyx-iionie\ Khnumhotcp IE 
held the titles of "hereditary prince', 'count', 'count of the town of Menat-Khufu' (an important 
principality near Beni Hassan), overseer of the Eastern Desert', "overseer of priests' as well us 
priesthoods in a number of temples dedicated to deities such us Moms, Aivubis and the lioness 
goddess Pukhcth. 1 ^ 

The inscriptions in the tombs of Beni Hussan provide very useful information on the genealogy 
of the ruling family and show that the governors of the Harc-nome (15 U.E) the Oryx-nomc 
(16 U.E.) and the Jaekal-nomc (17 U-E.) were closely related by tnairiage.Accordingly the 
(amity must have represented a formidable force in this economically important region of Egypt. 
Khnumhotcp Il’s maternal grandfather named Khnumhotcp I was appointed at the beginning 
of the Twelfth Dynasty by king Amenemhat I as 'hereditary prince', 'count', and 'overseer of 
the Eastern Deserts in Menat-Khufu". r Khmimhotep f was presumably Eater appointed as 'great 
overlord of the Oryx-stomc 1 and excavated his tomb at Beni Nassau (Tomb No. 14)." Khmimhotep 
I had two children with his wife Sat-ip: his eldest son, Nakht (Tomb No. 21). was appointed by 
king Senwosret I to the inheritance in Mcnai-Khufu," whiIe his daughter, Baqet, as 'hereditary 
princess' and 'countess' was sent to the neighbouring Harc-nomc (15 U.E.) to be the wife of a 
noble named Nthed,^ 

In hig biography, Khnumhotcp 11 stales he was the son of Baqet and Nelicri and was brought 
back to the Oryx-nome (16 U.E.) by king Amenemhat It in year 19 to the inheritance of the 
father of his mother (i,e. Khmimhotep I) at Menat-Khufu. El is interesting that Khnumhotcp II 
was "overseer of the Eastern Deserts' and 'count' in Mcnat-KhtiFu, but never became the 'great 
overlord of the province' after his maternal grandfather (Khmimhotep t). Scenes of warfare and 
army training arc absent in Khnumhotcp IE's chapel, which maybe explained by the fact that the 
army was under the direct control of the uomsreh himself. Khnumhotcp II had two wives, clearly 
the more important of whom was Khety based on her prominence in the tomb decoration and was 
a daughter of the ruler of the Jaekal-nomc to tlic north (1 1 U.E-3- The eldest son of this marriage. 
Nakht. was first appointed by king Scnwosret I at Menat-Khufu. and then was moved by king 
Senwosrct 11 into the inheritance of his maternal grandfather, as ruler of the Jaekal-nomc (I 
U.E,). 21 Thus the ruling family of the Oryx-nomc had a marriage alliance with both the Hare (15 
U.E,) and the Jaekal-nomc* (I 7 U.E.), to the south and the north of their own province. 


15 Newberry, Beni Hasan 1,4M2, 

"■ Fur u study of these nomes we Heidi, <jmi\ I Of— |! 

- See 1 he biography <>r Khnumhottp 11 (Newberry Bwi ttustm I. tt-W. pkw). 
" Newberry, Beni Hasan 1. Sl-85. p*H- -12-47, 
fM Newberry, Bditi Hasan 2, 26. pK- 22.22A 

Cirittilh and New berry, EBBemheh 2, 15, 29, pi. 11 (Tomb d), 

■ 1 Newberry, Beni Htiatsn I, &2-G3, 
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! ii.ip.rqphy M-f khmimhotep ll provides some useful information on the country’s situation 
I 'i half of ihe fwdftli Dynasty The author claims ihai he established his tomb as his 
:i erst thai he might perpeluaic his name forever, bui also ihai he might honour the names of 
Lini mi ies and household, whom he raised over his serf's in accordance with their positions. 
Kl ,.i ihutep II. and other tomb owners at Beni Nassau. certainly represented a large number of 
.. jb u ,i!i.i recorded in their tombs inscriptions related to members of their families and retainers. 
•L-i.re the tombs at Hem Nassau do noi only present important information regarding the 
. 11 1 L l families or their owners, but a iso provide an interesting insight into the concept of 
■ her nance during. the Middle Kingdom, 

khnumhotep II was almost certainly bom and raised ai the llare-nomc (15 U.E,}, since his 
oiher married Nchcn a prince of this province. However, he still succeeded his maternal 
h-lH. nlier Khmimhotep I. and received his inheritance of Menat-Khufu in the Oryvnome. 
x !i ilariy Khnumhotep M's eldest son, \akhi, who was most probably bom and raised in the 
1 u > on.', was appointed to the inheritance of his maternal grandfather as a ruler of the Jackal' 

1 1" l I i In both cases u seems dear lhai (he inheritance passed through ihe maternal 
is family from father to daughter and in turn from mother to son. indicating that a son's 
inheritance w as honoured even though he was horn and raised in a different province. 
" i ' 1 m earlier periods, women in ihe Middle Kingdom appear to have acquired more 
-rid certainly held file same honorific lilies men enjoyed. For example, ltaqct. the wife of 
K ■mimhoicp I. was a 'hereditary princess' and 'countess’, while Khnumhotep It's wife, Khely. 


■■ ■ tfi-i-v it.-/ .wj i 5ri-(>7. pb. 25-2h for iniiwlutionv see Breasted, Ancient Record* *>f Egypt t, 

' ^ t I , 1 he i irc.il Inscnptkinis of K hmffnlntfcp II at Ik-m Havin' rcl LFiyd led l Stttdiyx in 

1 ". -./■tut fU J. , r i-j.rj fft/rbii/r at J fj hth (infliths, 21-Jfi, ii. DjnUing. The Inscription of 

Khn umhnltp II A ftirw Study'. JmrtHii of Ancient f i vlfization - JC1| 1995), 54-63 
Newberry, tti tfuum I, a J, K2 
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al “ h = ld lh '™ k Khnurrholvp IIS Moimphy indicesihn Ihe apf K,iram.nl 
oflicials H> high positions or ranks was Ivy ihe favour of ihe kn, s . V ei at the sarwiimc c | t „ 
desenbessuch appoimmcnts as being an 'inbeotams', One wonder, if the king had ihe means v 
interfere in such inheritance!. or This role w as merely to confirm the appointment. 

Architectural Features 

The layade of the tomb is cut into the face of the clilTand. alongside the tomb of Amenemhat 
{Tomb No. 2), presents a most imposing image on approach to this part of the cemetery In : nt 
of the tomb is an open court, 9.30m, long \ 7.35m. wide, which leads to a poriu The r.-.-i - 
supported by two polygonal columns that stand on large circular bases raised slightly above M«..r 
level, w hieh are sumnounied by a sqtinrc abacus. The coinmii> carry an architrav c huh >uppi ■! ■ ■■. 
a curved ceiling in the form of a segmental barrel vault dial runs parallel to the entrance wall T!. 
portico is 7.19m. wide x 2.13m. deep and 5,40m. at its highest point 

A doorway in the centre of the facade measures 1.43m, wide and leads to ihe main chapel Die 
door lintel, jambs and thicknesses are inscribed with Incised hieroglyphs ! lie dupe. . finned 
of a main room and a shrine. The former is nearly square, being 9.76m VS y “ riOm f v. v 
5.90m. high. The roof is supported by two rows of two columns, which run perpend la m ihe 
entrance wall and divide the chapel into ihree aisles of nearly equal width Only -i ‘Moment ,.| 
one polygonal 16’ sided column was found and traces on the floor of the chapel indicate ili.u K 
columns resled on round buses. The columns supported architraves, from which spin e ibw\ 
barrel vaults above ibe aisles 7 ' 



Figure 7'. Finn and section of Ktmumtiincp ll’s uimb 
(After New berry. /Jerri Iftltom I. pi - - 1 


’ Newberry. thiom I - J3 

New berry. ftaii ftmtm l. 52-53. pi. 22. 

See SL-Ctitihiil cfcvattLUi CD in New henry, Btlli !fn*nn 1. pi -- 
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■\ j.vr opens mu. the eastern wall of the mam room. measuring l Mm. w ide, and leads to a small 
. .,!ji ,hmiL- '■ Wm tong v : 35m, wide*. 2.93 m high. The entrance to the shrine original ly 

iifprs opening mwnrds and the fra me surrounding the entrance door is inscribed with 
:. -:d hiei. elyphs the shrine housed J rock-cut seated statue of ihc tomb owner, bin only a 
portion of the seat now remains. 

Decorative Program 

■ c inseoptions surrounding the doorway to ihe chapel and shrine as well as the biographical 
::: enie.il lines beneath the scene h on the four walls of the main room arc all carved in 
Ik rendered sunk relief and painted green. ' The doorway lintel and the dado have been 
.... , Mred Ted, with darker red, black and green spots to emulate granite. These inscriptions give 
. rjLhiinrul i,'sirring formulae, mention the king, Osins and Anubis and request invocation 

■ ■fieri ngs by the vigors during various festivals. 

’ he relies and accompanying inscriptions in the chapel am executed in paint over a thin layer 
: psum piaster, \s wilh the tomb of Amencmhai (Tomb No. 2}, the ceiling is decorated with 
eIrie jI pattern * consisting of red and yellow squares with blaek and blue quatrefoils (see 

■ ■ I tie top part of each wall is decorated w ith a colourful Ata'icr-motif and the scenes 
.jc tr.smed by a banded frieze. The comers between the w alls are decorated with an ovoid-chain 
border and a dado band is included below the wall scenes.-* The quality of the painting in the 
chapel is of a high standard and suggests that the artists responsible for the decoration were well 

,oned and talented. The major and minor figures as well as the hieroglyphs are painted with 
excellent attention to detail and even show fine shading on the animals 

- Walt Newberry, Beni Hasan 1, 68, pi. 29; Lepssus, Dtmkmaler El, 126-27. 

lies "ii the Lui'i wall arc divided into registers mterrupicd by the doorway opening in 
e the entrance is s depletion of the transportation of the tomb owner's statue in 

. lis tomb. To the south of the door are five registers containing ihe loll owing themes: 

• . • id industries: fullers and carpenters, watched by Khnumhotep II himself followed by 

• "• ' C w ■ 'den objects 2i t rafts and industries: Potters, tree-fellers and bout-builders. 
' ei! Kluiumholcp II who is earned in a palanquin. .It The tomb owner and his household 
■ - '■ r a voyage Im- Abydos. 4j Manufacturing of bread and beer; spinners and weavers, 
vr'iisie-huilders. sculptor* and serihes. To the north of ihe door are sis registers showing 
"Wing the me* 1 1 Vgricuhural pursuits; Measuring, recording and storage of wheat in 
- ,i Agricultural pursuits Harvesting llu.v and barley; threshing grain. ,1) Agricultural 
•re.- ■■ Ploughing and preparation of land. 4) Forward voyage to Abydos to perform ceremonies 

'he coffin aboard the boat 5| Fruit picking and gardening. 6) t attle fording a stream and 
fishing. 

■ Wall Newberry. Beni Hasan 1. 69. pis. 30-31; Lepsius. Denhn&ler II, 131-33. 

■, ■■ i'i i-, divided into six registers, the top three of which almost extend the full width of the 
' I he activities m three of the lower registers are viewed by ihe tomb owner who occupies 
section of ihe wall, above whom are six columns of inscriptions. The depicted activities 
“v •, l-2.i Khnumhotep It as a major figure accompanied by several sons ami attendants 
m.iil; wild animals iru the desert with bows and arrows as well os hunting dugs. 3) Foreigners 
including men, women and children. Jed by the’ruler of the foreign land, Ibslia'. 4| Fowlers; men 

L.((Wiiv Ijenktoitt.-r It. I23-2S-. Vewtwm, Hart ffH-.ii/r I, 53, 55. 5ft. pis. 24-26.33. 

Nt* berry, Bml} fnum 1,67 
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carrying birds or leading cattle; Khnumhotep Ilk household and official*. 5i Animal iu.,-mdr. 

(Jryx. goals, cattle; bull lighting; khnumhotep U s household and ollieiuk to Animal h«> ■ i-. 
tiomx. donkeys, cattle; rendering accounts and scribes recording quantities nt herds. A ■■ ■ • 

large figure of Khnumhotep II is shown lo the right of ihe wall and is accompany! he ,, ■ „■ 
attendant and three dogs. 

Ea*f WqU Newberry. Beni Hasan t, 7<> r pk 32-34; Lcpsius. Darkmdkr |l 1 30 , 

I he scenes on this wall can he div ided into three panels: I j to the north of the durance J. mi ■ 
to the shrine; 2) above the doorway and 3) to the south of the doom .0 

J ]• Below otic line of levi us well as nine columns of hieroglyphs listing the mom- .mil mu -. 
the tomb owner. Khnumhotep II is fowling with g throw-slick u. ihe n md-c .i^amr.ii ... ... 
attendants in addition to his wife and daughter. Ihe rcgiv r be;,.,-. -. 1 

dragnet. 2) Beneath a line of text Khnumhotep II is catch iny luiuk ,s,rv: p t ,i 

the mpe attached 10 the net while seated behind a screen 3 - iic • • 
nine column^ of hieroglyph* listing the name and titles of the v ib nun,’ kli 
spearmg lislii tithe marshlands, accompanied by his son am! ,.i .m, - t ; ■■ I'm 
shows returning boatmen. 

Sautfi Wall - Newberry, Bern Hamm 1,71, pi. 35. Lcpsiu-., Diwhniih 1! :2s i 1 
The upper part of the wall is divided into two sections with the 1 .1 ami i.uae- 
Khnumhotep U + while the upper right section belongs to his wife. Khety i v- 1 
sinmlurly arranged with each figure seated at an offering table laden il ••.- ■: 

Khnumhotep It is an offering list and five registers containing the foil.. . 

performing rituals, members of Khnumhotep ll's family and rci.nocrs hung me si . 
Offering bearers. 4) Procession of cal tie and desert unguhiicv mien rig heaters ■ 
drink. 5) Pnesis performing rituals; slaughtering of animals The sv.jied lie me .a k .. 
ll’s wife. Khety. is surrounded by her sons and daughters 

Shrlrw Newberry; Bens Hasan L 71-72. pis. 36-37; l cpsius. Denkiitaftr II, I2s-2 l f 
The scenes and inscriptions 111 the shrine are in a pool state 01 preservation 3 lie c.isi •■■■ 
occupied hv the tomb owner's sealed siatue and is llanked 1 ■ twu -.m.ii-L- siandmc enu^ccd 

statues of his wife and mother, all of w hieh are in ,1 v cry poor state of piemen Lition IK ■. 

of a he north and south walls are decorated with an elaborate .mJ bnglnly coloured pal-ivs - * - 
motif. The upper part of the north wall is inscribed with an uftcnnu bainul.i, a short "dermc 
list and an olTenng tahk with items of food and drink. Ibllowed by three 01 Khnumhotep I! -■ 
daughters lacing his statue. The south wall show s die offering formula, be tow which ;uc i\\ n w ms 
and three retainers all liieing Khnumhotep ll’s sealed statue. 
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Figure 2S. i:xLL’nul view of Ihi^ Lumb of Khiuimhmtp ^ (Tomb No. 3) 



Figure 2>J. Wc&i wall of the tomb of Klinunibolq] IE (Tomb No, 3) 
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Figure 30. North vwitt of Ihe ionVb ofKhrumlKrtep II [Tomb No. 3 1 
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Figure 32. South wall of iho tomb of KhmumliiUiip II (Tomb Mu. 3} 



figure 33. tatail of ceiling Lh ihe inmb of KhnumJicrtcp H (Tomb No. 3) 
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3. THE TOMB OF BAQET Ill (Tomb No, IS) 

Tomb Owner 

Although this nomarch most likely belongs to the Eleventh Dynasty, it is impossible wlih our 
present knowledge of the site to date him to a more precise period. The tomb is one ofthc largest 
on the cliff and Baqct Hi held the titles of‘count’, 'sole companion', and 'great overlord of the 
entire Qryx-nome. Whether Baqct III was related to the earlier officials of the same name, 
Baqct I (Tomb No. 29) or Baqct II (Tomb No. 33) is not clear, however it stems he succeeded his 
lather, Ramushenti (Tomb No, 27) t at Beni Hassan in the office of'great overlord of the entire 
Oryjonqme 1 , JI An inscription in the tomb of KStety (Tomb No. 17) names Baqct as his father 
and given the close proximity of the two tombs, it seems likely that Baqct 111 was the father of 
Khety. 3 - 


Ramushenti - 
(Tomb No. 27) 


Hetep-rau 


Baqct 111 


NefcrhcpUL-Elalhor Khefy 


(Tomb No. 17) 


Khnumhotep 


Kliely Name unknown 

Figure 34. Family tree of Baqct 111 (Tomb No, 15) and KJiety (Tomb No. 17) 


Architectural Features 

The fapatle of the tomb is cut into the face of the cliff before a small open court measuring 
5,00m, E-W x 7,68m. N-S.” The entrance doorway leading to the chapel is 1 -60m. wide x 4.60m. 
high. The chapel consists of one large room, 16,25m. long x 12-AQm. wide x 4.75m. high, and 
a very small shrine with dimensions of 2.10m. x 1.45m., opens in the eastern end of the south 
wall. The shrine contains a false door and an offering platform. The ceiling of the main room is 
underrated, slightly curved and is supported by one row of two lotus-hud columns resting on 
circular bases. The columns carry an architrave, which runs transversely to the axis of the tomb. 
The columns and architrave are poorly preserved. 


* T\K neighbouring lom b No. I H appears JO be slighlly larger, bill is unfinished (Newberry. Bent Hasan 1. pi. 

2; Newberry, Beni Hasan 25) 

,u Newberry, Beni Hasan 2 .43 
11 Newberry, Beni Hasan 2, 3(1. 

31 Newberry. Beni Hasan 2.5-7. 

31 Newberry, Beni Hasan 2.45, pi. 2, 
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I i-urc H Plan and wvlinn ul fl,K|cl til' 
f After Newbem. Bi'-w Httum 1. pi 


Decora live Program 

ptiori’, un the fayadcofthc tomb and all the H'cncs and aixotiipinyirig inscriptions 
ire ,vsuit'd an paint over plaster The top pan of each wall is decorated with a 
-ive AuH.. .--motif, beneath which is inscribed a line of hicroglyphs giving 
‘l mum lump g the king. Osins. Khanty imenliu. Anubis and Khnuin, Lord of 
• I- iiiing the name and titles of the tomb owner The scenes and inscriptions id 

• ' M-mud in handed friezes on most sides, however the dado hand or the ovoid 
■ comers between the walls are not incorporated into the tomb’s design as in 
I " V rth Dynasty tombs The style of panning is uniform throughout the tomb, with 
.’Hu, genera 11 v bein g better rende red than (hose of an rnial s and hi rd s. : 1 The h i erog I y ph ie 
■ i mu below the Alwiiffr-Jricze :ire well executed and colourful, while the captions 
’ ibc hv’iics are roughly painted I lie subject matter placed un each wall is similar 


’■ IS,,vi New berry, Bern If mart 2, 45-46. 

■ itiu ■■ esi wall are interrupted by the enlnmoe doorway in the centre and are in a 
i preservation To the south ot the entrance, the remains of two figures can he seen 
Jepiut fta<[ei til standing and sealed, To the norih of the doorway are several 
Harvesting papyrus in ihe marshlands. w hile the lower section of the w all depicts 


Newberry, H ilU m L45. 
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□CMS dies in the lower tour registers ; ,re viewed by Daqci III and K>s daughter, who oecupv ih, Hi 
section or the wall The represented themes arc as follows; 11 Desert hum using bows .nr-a / , 

asstJ and hunting dogs within an enclosed area. 2) Personal grooming- Hairdrier. ..- ,i, 

heads 01 kneeling male figures; crafts and industries Spinners, weavers; Hiller, i*„ie n .Ht, 
pamters colouring statues and a shrine, 3) t raits and industries: Female spinner, ,.nd wc., ,,w 
games; acrobats and dancers. 4) Procession of animals: Cattle, oryx, goats, presenting ac .-.*, 111 -. 
to the scribe: dappers; crafts and industries: Manufacturing flint knives, stone uts, vj»;| 
items in leather. 5) Herdsmen leading animals; musicians: carpenters: goldsmiths; artist r. 

[raining: painter colouring a statue: sculptor carv ing a statue. fi) Fishing with a dragnet fig." 

boatmen: Siqct Ml presumably accompanied by his wife, performing the 'papyrus raulum p li , 
eeremonyY* fighting boatmen; different species of birds 

East Mb// New berry, BeniHasan 2. 47-48, pi. 5 

The wall space is divided into nine register, dcpiLtmg the following themes l-ro 22D patrs 
of men wrestling. 7-9) Military activities: Men carrying shields as well as using Imiw ar ■ .■ - 
in addition to axes and spears: several groups arc attacking a fortress while till ■, have K\ • 
injured or have died and arc piled together in a heap 

South Halt Newberry, Beni Hasan 2 , 48-40, pis. 6-7. 

The decoration on this wall is interrupted by the entrance to the shrine I K- ’ ii.c 
the scenes are divided into seven registers, the top two of which .1 -■■ . ■,..■■■, ;h. 

and depict the following themes: l) Now damaged, but may have -n 1 .. - hIk- .. . 1 

treadmg." 1 2) Vintage scene: Pouring the squeezed grapes into a sack 

liquid; tree full of birds and a bird trap 3) A standing man followed by .1 

monkeys with offspring and a pair of baboons. 4) pounding andgrind mg bailcj. t, mi wj 

51 Manufacturing beer, b-7) Men currying ditTcrent types of bread and bed to K uAordetl In , 

scribe. 

Immediately lo the right of the entrance to the shrine is a large standing figure 'it 'he tomb ov- ■ 
almost occupy ing the entire heigh i of the wall The scenes in front ot him are ■:■■■ nic<i 
registers, the top three of which extend the full width of the wall, whdt dv lower r >tir 
are interrupted by the presence of two smaller standing figures oi liiiqvi III T Ml -.IcpK ;cil diem ■ 
art: 1 1 Transportation of the tomb owner’s statue in a shrine, which are preceded !-■■ 
female dancers and clappers, male figures presenting funerary object* that ,uc reconln ■■ 
scribe. 2) Rendering accounts: punishment ul male tig arcs (corporal 3. htfdsmtri 1 - ■ - ‘ ■ 

to he counted: animal husbandry, \l Rendering accounts: punishment of female and male hi.v 
bringing donkeys lo he counted; bull lighting; cattle herding. 1 he themes represented 
the standing figures of Baqel Ml to the eastern end of the wall are as follows 4; 1 raMs uul 
industries: Pottery making using a low wheel, mixing clay. $) Crafte and industries Fmim^iii- 
and stacking the items lor firing in a kiln: manufacturing wooden starts OH rafts and nKlusirie ■ 
Goldsmiths; weighing and smelting ihe metal, partly damaged I he themes shown beiwcc. i~,. 
two smaller standing figures of Baqet 111 to the western end of the wall are 4t1 ferdsmen hi no 
animals: assortment of games orexercises with cups, spikes and clubs 5) Carrying fowl, N 1 ! •> T " ' 


t hi ihe 1 ouapreut th.is sceneiv-jv w V'iimlwr. 1 ton*f 4. '45. tig s i fe.nl<»U■'- s -- 

Jagdfahrtc.h.p, ™«th:k,vl.l. x.iS 1 1 ?.*«. & & « h,K. ^ Vy 

KachcC S (A' HI i:(io:i, I 42. V Moiiltl, Ifalhcir cl l«i pjpyms. Aonr; )4 11 >* > > f, " ri 

St( niii Scenes ul'die Old Kingdom-. OMWi19Wh ' ' * W ^nttLiicel. /n den .. 

Papynianwhdns, VIA !4|l m2 >, } 3T Munii',1 HW-t'ruM 1 - ' " . 
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and lotus flowed: men playing games of strength 6) Catching birds with a cjapnel; five pairs of 
men playing games. 7) Caching fish with a dragnet; lower portion of the scene is damaged. 

Shrine - Newberry, Beni Hasan 2, 50- 

The scenes in the shrine are badly preserved. Newberry notes the remains of slaughtering scenes 
and meat preparation on (he east and sooth walls. An offering platform was carved into the rock 
against the west wall, which is now damaged. 
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Figure 3f h , t-Kicmsil view of the tmaih ofBaqel II! (Tomh No. 
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F’8U« 3S - NorllwviilLofllie lnffibfcfBac|ei III (Tomb No, 15) 


OvEkV[|- w OF THE Sf.u;ited Tombs ai Blsi Harsak 



Figure 39. East wall of the tomb a f ftrujcL 111 (Tomb No. 15) 



Fjfum 4Q. Sooth wall (oust section) Rowing the shrine of the tomb oTBa^L-i NE (Tomb No. 15) 
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Overview or tub Set£cra> Tombs at Bm Hasson 



Figure 41 Souih wall (west section 3 of (be innub ot'Ggqct Hi (Tomb No. J 51 



Figure 42. West wall [south of the entrance-) of the lomb ofTTuqirt [|J (Tomb No. 15) 
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4. THE TOMB OF KHETY (Tomb N 0 .17) 

Tomb Owner 

The lomb ol-Kkay is .n close proximity to that of Bagel Hi (Ton*, No. 15) and the two tomb, 
shore many ash,iMtosl and art, she similarities. With Khety's father ironed Baoct it is Hfcofy 

h fe! hC ?" ofBi ! qs; ' 111 <«*%»« 3-* *•« («' lltc family ncoofahqot III 
snd Khety) Khety hdd tfes>offlccs of 'count',’sole com pan ion’, 'mic acquoimancc of lire kinu 
overseer of ihe army m all difficult places’, and 'great overlord of the emirs Ory v-nemc' 

Architectural Features 

The lomb appears to have originally Had a forecourt in fronlof its entrance (see figure44), however 
the dimensions were nol recorded bv Newberry and are rtoi certain at present- 1 ’ The facade of 
the tomb is cm into Ihe face of the cliff and the entrance doorway leading to the chapel is 1,65m. 
wide x 4.3 Sm, high. The chapel is formed of one Earge redangular room. I G.OGm. Song x 11 65m, 
^ r idc x 4.80m. high. The inner half of tlie chapel has two rows of three quairelbil columns of the 
lotus-bud type carrying two architraves. The ceiling is tvoi decorated and is slightly curved.-* The 
columns are beauti fully coloured and represent four lotus stems will unopened buds." 



Figure 43, Plan und see! inn of Khety's tmtib 
(After Nrwbcny. Ifasait 2, pi. 9) 


M 

I 


Jl 

j¥ 


Newberry. Betti Hasan 2. 54. 

Newberry, font Hasan 2, 64-55, pin. "MU. 

See Ihe sectional elevation on Newberry, Betti Hasan 2, pi. 


y. 


Newberry, Bant Hasan 2. pi- 10. 
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I'cwiM’k ii Hi v Hwsw. 


DhoibiBc Program 

«inscriptions ontheAp* >'«"™«"**»»«••''"«!‘ w,h “f al !*" "J 

,.. , „ ,h.- ,-hnpcl an; cvmimI in punm« piaster. ThetaMd^Hri 

.... tsrabte sirailarhy la these room! in the mi ^touring tomb ofBaqet 
■ WOT ,.r ihe quality af Jnwniton m KtoyV Mmhsrato rough wttij* 

,, .. ,-,ph, ... ... The.. Uf«d, MUh *«•"•* r** 

'....,,.. ,.nnai(, bvmanh which is inscribed a line of hieroglyphs giving die funerary 

... ik- names ami lilies of the tomb m ncr," The scenes and msen plums in Ihe 
L-hapcI are framed by ■ banded frieze on most "alls, however tbedado hand below ihe scenes and 
■ ... id chain border in the comersofihe walls are absent. 


- . | . i , \ewberry. A m Mai SW> 2 v 55-56, pis- I1 -I 2 

nlie west wall are tnMirupted by the entrancedoorway in the ten!re. however they 
v ' ;"fLhv’ ■ anon in she south ot the entrance there are eight registers containing 
.v 3) Herdsmen Ecadjlig cattle. donkeys and goats. 3} Bull fighting; herding 
•- : v, levelling on the river. possibly on a pilgrimage as in the tombs ofAmcnemhat 
\ . ami khmnihotcji It tTomb No 3>. 6) Beer making, grinding barley (?) tlcfi); 

■ ■ mute i right'i ".Kl Offering bearers. The centre nf the wall is occupied by a 
!;•, iisn(E registers 6-8 inn> two pan s. and i s partly damaged. 

ihe entrance. the wall is divided into eight registers with three large figures ol 
, i Jn the upper left. Khely is Spearing fish in the marshlands, using a spear with a 
.• i- .landing on a baseline, rather than the traditional papyrus skiff The middle 
■ • ■ k v , holding a hooked baton lit perhaps a throw suck in preparation Tor fowling 
.li,i third figure oi the tmnb owner is seated on a chair facing the entrance 
.-.in!:,- part of the wall shows eight registers all devoted to marshland activities 
i .,!■_! i Possible papyrus harvesting. 2-3) Aquatic animats in ihe marshlands. £3) Possible 
=. j stream 4 5 1 Marshland env rroiimcnt. 6) Possible papyrus harvesting. 71 C atching 
i. . ‘ ipnet- K) Reluming boatmen. 







rth I./ \e.vberry. Bent Hitvun 2* 56-59,pis. 13-14 

■ .ire domJvxl into three sections (west, middle and east) marked by two engaged 
■ hiii. m cli the two raws gfloti-form columns. 

■ ... scenes in this pari can be divided into m\ registers containing the follow mg 
11 " i .ii'i using bows and arrows within an enclosed-'fenced area, with animals 

.. ii ■ iJv and also outside of the fence. 2\ Personal grooming: Shaving ham fullers 
under . supervision ot an official: twine makers: spinners; weavers. 3) Crafts and 
' r it-male sptntiers and weavers; girls playing games, including jumping, dancing. 
mi, ii’.ements and juggling. -t« Male figures presenting Itinerary objects; male dancers; 
...ippcr male dancers anti ihe transportation of statues belonging to Kliety and his w ile 
■ brine 5i Crafts and industries Sculptors and painters manufacturing wooden statues: 
manufacturing wooden objects; pamicrs colouring a shrine; male figures playing 
luring wooden stalls 6) Poorly preserved, yet probably includes fishing with 
.i dragnet -md fowling with a clapnet 


Si) 


Sewbenry. Qietti Ha*an 1, 55. 


<lv i:*Vji 


** n't Sun tilt« 


Ii - ii 


Middle Station: The lower portion of the wall foymin-v l-l.,, , 

Sh,™n m.srnzlkr™lc. Abov. them M muiidzk a „<! ... ' 

uppLT pan of Ihe »H » «c U p,cd by . ,te,n hum „ hum ™k- ^ H', ^ 

arrow a lassvr as w cl I ash unti ng dogs to bn ng vW n smal I prey. Bch i ml :he ct tup I c i ■,, . K , 

...*. —~<£ .ssc. 


Stv " m,: Thc ™" » i"W Mvcn rcsisicrs u„d ,h„„, ,I K fallowing ,hun, C v ]. -, 

Men canying nuiur-skm,. hsskels, bows ami arrow, Ji (raft, ; ,nd indusiri,, lml,t,n,i , 
weighing ihe nKlal arid a senk leconHi* smelting and healing ik maul j, \ hs-rd,!,,:,. .... „ 
gaze 1 es. S >Ory». M Male l.gure wilh a flock of geese. 7 1 Male %,„a ««h» flock oCvr.,,..-, . ■ 
the left of the lower tour registers is a tree w tih several birds fly tng and two bird traps 

dmf Wail - New hem. Beni Hasan 2, 59-fiO. pi. 15 

The wall space is divided into eight registers depicting the lb! low mg tomes l-5» 5 22 pairs- 
men wrestling. 6-8) Military activities: Men using bows and arrows a^ well .o axes and bpejo, 
w ith many canyiny shields: several groups of armed men arc .iiMckiue j r'onrevs, while uther- 
have hcen injured or died with ihe bodies piled in a heap. Breaking into registers 
lower south section of the wall is an offering list in addition to a statue in asbnne., slbughtci •■!-,> 
scene and several short sub-registers of food and drink 

South Walt New beny, Beni Hawn 2. 63 -62. pis. 16-17 

The wall scenes are divided into three sections (cast, middle and wen and .ire marked by iv%.. 
engaged pillars in line w ith the two rows Of hiti-farm columns 

Eastern Section: The top three registers, are divided into two pans, lo the left 1 1 V'uuuee scene 
Qalhering and treading grapes. 21 Vintage scene: Pressing grapes, tilling storage i.n . w uti lupiid 
under the stipert ision of a scribe. 31 Bind trap followed by a tree with birds, to the igtu ' • i 
Male figures ptwsibly playing games. The lower half of this section of the wall is separated by i 
line of hieroglyphic inscriptions and represents the tomb owner holding a siatl .nul sceptre .md 
wearing a leopsird skin. Emnicdiaicly in fmnt of Khcty stands a ilog and :j mythical anun .. I he 
tomb owner's wile, named Khnumholep, stands immediately behind Khcty She i^ shown small, 
in scale and standing next to a painted loti-form column, while holding a via [flopped wiih .i lotus 
hud. The register above her is occupied by a sritger w ith a musician playing ihe harp and a woman 
feeding a small infant, 

yftddle Sccthm: Framed by two engaged pillars, the pillar to the left shows eight registers of men 
playing games, while the pillar to the right depicts si\ pairs of men carry mg bows, arrows and 
throw sticks. A large standing figure ofihe tomb owner occupies mosi of this section of ihe wall 
and includes several lines and column!' of inscriptions. Khcty ii accompanied hy three dogs .l: 0 
a baboon as w elf as sev eral men, one of w bom carries a sots shade w Nile another holds a pnir ol 
sandals. 

Western Section: The lop two registers extend the full width of the wall and depict the follow ing 
themes: 1) Transportation of tile to mb owner's sLitue in a shrine; preceded by mule ,uid female 
dancers and clappers: male figures bringing cuts of merit, fow l, bread amt jars oi dunk . i 
Herdsmen bringing cattle, the lower pan of the wall may he diy ided into three sections To tin. 
left Khcty is seated before an offering table laden with loaves of bread and other items oi IVhhI 
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omcr ; *+*&. 11-» ihc s 4#» ° f an ovctsMr - 4) 

OtoinVbwS 5) Offering bearers; aim,goring an animal. The right section is subdivided into 
fiw shorter refers depicting Hie following: l) Agricultural purse ns: Granaries; mate figures 
measuring and carrying grain; lltree tables laden wi.lt items for storage. 2) Men harvesting and 
gathering flax- 3-4$ Male figures ploughing the lund with oxen. 
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Ovh-HVIEW OH THE $Rl.l:Cri;l) TOrito at Btni BAkan 



Figure 44. EatcmaJ view of the tomb of Khtiy ilomh No, 17) 



Figure 4 $, Wsi wai t (north of lbo irnirjinee) of ifio tomb of KJttfy I Tomb No. 17) 
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{JytiwiEw <N flit; SEueeraJ Towas af Beni Hassan 



Figure 46. North wall (west section) of the tu-mb of Khely {Tomb No. 17) 



Figure 47. North wall (cast section) of (he tomb oFKhcty (Tomb No, 17) 
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w Towns. at Em IWn 



Figure 4S. Gcncrnl view of (be east wall of the lomb of Khety < Tmnb No. 17* 



Figum East wall (north section) of the tomb of Kbcty (Tomb No-17) 
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ruiure ju. E 0 J 1 Trail (scralh (icciiun.l of the loittb ofKhety (Tomb No. 17) 



Figure 51. S-miLh wall (cast section) of On; Lomb of Khely (Tomb No. 17) 
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Ovhrvjlw « Tiiii Seulctto Tomra fli firm Hasaan 



figure 53. South wall fwesi seciion) of (he lomb of Kkiy (Tomb No. 17) 



Figure 53. West wall (south of ilw tW^m °Hhe c&] ^ * f *■«* (Twnb No ' 17> 



















Chapter 3 


A Reflection Of A> Era: The Artistic Themes 

The photographic plates included in the last part oflhn hook rep^-m a « mjl | e nf „ lL 
dueled in four of the be* preyed tomcat Ben, namely thuse „r Vmen,,m .. ■ 

Na. _K Khnumhotop If (Tomb No. 3); Baijei III ( tfrrtih No 15i and Khetv iTomh V- 
iliKorauon in the selected tombs shows the daily life of the people re .id,™ in the p, 
emphasises the role of the provincial administrators during the Eleventh and Twelfth Ihn.i-t 
In general, tombs of this penod show indoor and outdoor acii vines in which the in mb ■ ■ i 
participated or simply watched from a distance, Cerium themes urc represented n. r ■ 
such as the tomb owner and his family or fishing and low ling, which were pre^in abh , | 

upon by each individual tomb owner together with input from ihe arusis rcsp-n.ih:. 
decoration. The general arrangement ol the scenes m each tomh show some sinnSar . ■■ -.. . 
for example in all four tombs where ihe desert bum occupies the top register ol the n.-"- ■ , 
or in the tombs of Baqct HE, Khclv and Amenemlut where the scenes • irl’aie im: 
arc shown on the east wall immediately opposite the entrance di i»rw.,c At fir.i ;v ■■ • 

the themes depicted at Beni Hassan show a number nf similarities m iK- general n|?i ■ 

however, the artists decorating (he tombs illustrate their individuality .ml .ki I. 

small details and overcoming challenging subject matter. 

The images included in the section entitled Photographs have been gruupe 

the reader to compare the eompnsrt ion and scene details aero v, .ill four tombs 1 h . n i* lv ■ . 

each photograph includes: 1} the serial number of each image: - i the niuih 

a brief description of the photo's content and Ji ibe wall upon which the scene v-iivd Tl . 

following cummcnlary will regularly refer to the photographs and their respective >cr i m i 

in brackets. 


I he tomb Owner and his Family 

Biographies in the Old and Middle Kingdoms are restricted to elite officials w ho held icjh 
positions m the administration and wished to record a selection of their success ■■ .■ 

fbe biography, as a self-portrait in words, often emphasises thL 1 .talus of the othvi .1 iuJ 
relationship with the king as well as reflecting l he general spirit of the period Alu-i ic 
unification of the country by Mentuholep II in 1 hebes during the f levernh Dynasty. the .mihoi 
of the provincial administrators seems to have been significant f) reduced T lie Eleventh Dt ■ M ■ 
tombs at Beni Nassau do not pnjv ide long biographical inscriptions and du quoluy o\ rEie .ir ,<■ 
the tombs is poorer in companion to the later Twelfth Dy nasty evarnp-lcs. whith suggL. ' 
the officials did not have access to experienced and skilled artisans After taking me 1m 
Mentuholep family, the early Tw elfrh Dynasty kings seemed to have attempted tu gain the s.TI’- i i 
of the provincial governors and in return provided them with significant resources in tern . 
land, access to well-trained artists as well as the freedom to govern and accumulate jvr.oi 
wealth Both AmcDemhat and Khnumhotep If placed their biographies in prommetu pxitiw* 
their tombs and also in (be more durable sunk relief, as opposed to the rest ol the decoration Hut 
is in paint over plaster (Photo I). Amcnemhat even provided the exact date for the consliucliim 


Liehlhcim, AheiifU 1^'ffliari Litcnifarr I. J-N 


A Run 


.. r ■< is 0» A>' Ek* Tl« Armso* Tiihuis 


, -n* L ir J king Senvkosrct I. which coincided w ith his m n 25 |h year as hereditary 
m (Pigure 14 in Chapter 2), } Dating an w ent to a speciftc yenr within 
I! J^ Cft.Lrictcrisuc id thc firsi ha!foI'the Tudfth Dynasty and reflects 

■ : L :, ■ ii i ’ j r ■■■ independence j> a provincial you-nwr The biography of Khnumhotep 11 is one 

. ; nvn private inscriptions of the Meddle Kingdom, which provides a 
I.',.; i pi;o a 'i I is !amii> background and all the honours ihcy received from the king 
K: -11 refers t- ■ being praised in the palace of the king and to the tact that he 

jlieJid of"alt other officials Khnumhotep II was particularly proud of his tomb and its 
;jn*ve:.,:J features such as the portico, columns, doors and inscriptions* stating that 
. ; i,im purpose for building the tomb was to establish his name lor all eternity: 1 

Pasfurr, Clothing and Adornment 

o ihe (till Kingdom, tomb owners at Benr Hasson arc commonly represented in formal 

■ ■ ii Jii.; :c ■-ending and watching % aricus aettvilies being undertaken by minor figures on 

: rcc^eis (Photos So. si/ sitting on 3 chair before an offering lable laden with food 
• Photo 4i or as an active figure engaged in fishing or fowling tPhotos 17-18,21). A main 

■ • im the Old Kingdom sees the tomb owner participating in .activities such as catching 

clapnet {Photo Id) or as a dominant figure in the desert hunt with a bow and arrow 
which in earlier periods was normally earned out by minor figures. The artists 
’-«e UTTibs ai Bern Hawaii show great attention to detail in the rendering ofthe facial 
^ ■ - it! . nmiiulafiire of the body A good example can be seen in the fowling scene of 
: ■ • ere .! mo u stue he a nd a fa I se beard bav e bee n careful ly pa mted i n black (Photo 
i- i c fire rendering of ihe shoulders and arms of the tomb owner hunting with a bow 
■ > • I n .i comm nation of the artistic traditions established in the Hark Dynast ic 
I. foe tomb owner is alwayv shown in an ideal form and in the prime of his-her life {Photos 

■ "'il i subsidiary figures at u reduced scale shown to he either deformed {Photos 5. 

• ■ . ■ Photo I kri, elderly r Photo lboi nr suffering from obesity 


New bum, Ri'nt if a uw I r 24-27. pi 

. 56 pis. 25-2* tor iranslaliom vcc Breamed. .‘Ji'm-rc^rr Reconk o) Egypt ], ^ 

1 til-* 1 - pi.. "i Khnumholcp II at Bern Hasan'm Lloyd led » Srm/rci in 

• 1 ' ■ ft iif J trwi.pj t/hffittn, 21 -- 36 .; {j Dmlfiflg, 'Ihe Inscription of 

-'I \ Sr Study /oAF-Wo/Jri, icnf Civiikinims 10U9W). <4.6i 

New hero.. JSf>jj Hwart t. 57, 

t riu in. n sec kobuw Ptvpurtton anti St} l, 21-22. Ilarpur, fXntnanm. 125. 

. He- ' i Uphill I fmiep .11 f 1-Bcnh* (Newberry* E^Hmheh t, pis. 7, 20); Sc-nbi eiilj 
:-| Wclihni.icp (It:? iDlackman tfeu 2. pis 2, 5-0. 11.1 .<-!■*>; Wckhfcutcp (JM) 

■ ■ to 3 pK : ■ ll, 13* 14); Wckhfauep (i I) it Men (Blackman, Httrt, 

• ' ■ ihemc m ihc ' )ld Kmgdniu st!c VjiilIilt. .IAjjpM 5. M-S2 Mantel ScetHn 

■4' At Ur /*rt*v, 1 lb- 14- 


' ' 1 fl ‘ '* 1. n 1 ’ ItljL’Inruffl, lA-rr I. pi 9; BfitkmJn, tocir 2. pis ft. JO. 12; 

I^UVrm: W, n pis 15, I" ll Is tfl k-reillliy llulllic ipflcmig Uhlev in lllP 

. . Khnumhoiep |] jel- na| lecanpankd by the seared li B u,rc ofihc i^inb .mner 

■' *‘ J P* ■ ,?l ineliisiain wis L'unsidcfcd uancccssiiry ihc lahle^ were placed in elosc 

' ' '--'peel ■ ■- culcd statue*(Newberry, foni tfaau I, pis. [9.20. 3 Cp| 

,r - " 1 pl T.n : similar depiction of □ laf« beard mc ihc fiiwlmg scene in the lomh 
'■ - ■ itip n h ul Mdr * tilnckman. Mat- b, pl 12) 

Ncwbrrn. jS,’Uj )/u-.i LJ ,r ], p|. 30 


fi* >11 rf .- , ttr 1 r |. tt>. ’2 See Nunn, Arttfetfi fitf/pikm toedkint. ’9 
' " ■ . f ,u ^■’ 0> merweight ngjurei in Skir see Btatkmin. Heir 2, pis 2, 

'' '' f ' F'i In ihc OIU Kmydnrn. th* i.imh .iwner wus iKCawonilIK depicted wnh 
• and » pninuncnt aum,,..h rxws,hh to cmp^i*c h,s J.sinigmsh«j s«MuI Add ComftmaM* 
: - 1 ' ■ . . . '■ 1 M’K I - Table 6. v A g-d sample can he found -> the tomb of 
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A K,111. 


'S m ' sT flT U i ^ >tf,1W ' C ^ [ "" i: W ^Served, red lor.. , 

imd ydlow lor female. Hosier die skin colour «or each mn Ic ( 

. "“tonbwd best evidenced.. south v, ill of ihe tomb ofKbeiv Herrfoemmh 

nwnei . s a I ed he I Ol e a n o ll et, I ig I ,| h |,- .„ ut flppcR 0 ffl dflfk, rtd;Skin Wme (Phdfo f| V'Ct OH lh 
v.mic wall he ts depicted supervising ueliv ilies witii an rtbendam and they arc both of a h."W red 
eo In in (Photo M Khci) appears again on the south fold north walk i',, ■ 

tone (Photos h. N p As the tomb ow ncr and many of his attendant-, o„,, . 

,.r led. ihe inconsistency my not be an accurate portrayal 0 fthcf r actual 
dependent on the palette of the pamlw who completed this particular scene or .■ ,ii 

l he tomb owners at Hem I Jussan wear short or long w igs, -t- is customary m ihc r )|ft King J 
well as the nsu.il broad collar .trkl bracelets (Photos 2 i-- ■ ( .. 

in the Middle Kingdom generally continued foe traditions at cariict periods amir 
wearing a wrap-around kill, wuh or without a pmiecimg ;-.mn ;m,| . v.,. . pi,..-. ... 
new style nl dress is introduced in DyfWsly Iwelse and shows tin tomb me- - ■ - : . 

a longer tr^r^pnreot overlay reaching the shins. The figure can i v dep:cLee 

aelivitfes, 1 .is an active ligure hunting in the desert {Photo '' . . 

wearing the overlay an top ol the sin ■ h k tt {Photo ... 

seems lo have been rarek worn by nntib owners at Rein * 1 issai nd i- mil 

of Khety (Photo fi) and Baqet I The clothing worn lw i>im :.■ : i ; - ... 

been similar to (be styles of Ihe Old Kingdom, which is m i • ••■ 

►n I l-ltershu and Meir where the tomb owners wear j ple.iied -!■ 
long pleateil dress or a shemiyi kih w ith a pleated overLo !•' 

AmCnctnhat and Khnumhotep 11 are both represented . M\ ■• •, ■ 

bread loaves. Each figure is holding a th whisk in one li.uid, !i>> h ■■ • ■ 

hv olTieials in ilie Old Kingdom and also attested in ihe Mush-. ,n I : 


AnkhniJiliiir ai Sa^uumlKanawatiand M.issan, TWr f - "7 ,. 

NpvKm /li'iu lAiwm I. pj* 13.17 New hern. Hr■ • i.r-*; 2. pt*.4 ! 

Newhem, item Hamm E. pl- P, >5: Newberry, /lr»> U. j-..' pb ' v 

iHilkwcinglumbs at l ; .|.Fk’tshjt iNewharv, thHr- .pl- Mi' 
pH s. Nland MeinHljcknuia. 1, pH 2.9.ttiucklUiin ■ ' pis 2 
Wr^.kpls 12,2") 

Newberry, Hmun 3. pH I». tit See also ihe dlllk «l Djchudllwatfp -si I I o.i -l.! ' . ■ 
Hcrtht’h l, pt 29) 

New berry, Beni ftainn I. pl 3h 

Men tu'frv. Bern fiuum I, pt 34 See also |lliiitm;in '■/« <• pl -.HJackiiiaii.lt. • i- 
I LtkTsb* Wears ihc irii*sp,irchlLwerlai wlien watehiny die b jiwpnrtaiii nhi . ' ■ 

t i Bt ■ sk h I pU 12-1 - I. but by offliiniit Vt^kUhotep (CD *c*rt d - i before u 

lahlc t Hlackman. I4 jju.pl J~3 

Newberry. fowHmm 2. jdv. He All See al«» ilhr nunlK ol'l niei‘ 11 ;iwl Auk i'. Ac; " ‘ 
pl 53- Davke*. AnnRfker, pl 14);^^Sttka >1 Aswaa (Edel, Qubheiet-i •• •• 

.nil n 1 nil 11 I 1 and Ncwlim. i httyMi 2 pl (6) and WekhhotqMftJlat Men I.BlKk 

2. P-1 in 12. 4|p. two ju^pnesk weal Ilic aniui,il skin in ilw Imnl 1 -. H Amenenilul and Klmu 
(Newberry. Bi'tn/fmnitt f pH I". *5i. wc jHo ('It>i-■ 1 1 

New hem / f-fU r <1 ht h I pH 11 l \ 9,2lUiiflckmnJl. IA ’ pl I 

Nee the tombs ol f jjtfounMcp at J MJeisllfl (Newbe.n. / ■ Hrnhth Lpl O ^ ' .. ■ ' 

(tt lack man. 14 1 > 6. pl IK) 

See Ihc |.nnbolk\c’MilHilep(( tt al Me it {HEacknlait. I'. ■ "I’- 111 

New hem it, -rr tlmM I 1* I’ 15 WelihMcp I CD H show h m "> idenlu-^ i 1 ■ ■■' ■ 

onvMlulMhkMHUim.in U , 6.pl n wflilc ..rep n H ik> ■ i-' 

li,... the whisk and view cHIkt sttlviifostNewbciryJ & 

I „r l.IUcmK holding -I rty hkk In t Mil KidptlU tomtw see 111 - I miiei t k’M’i m>,l WeA 
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Family ond Marriage in tin- Fiwrnrc 

i. ■■■_ Mij^k- Kingdom w umcn were able to inherit certain positions and ranking tiilcs from their 
, .. is those . •> 'hereditary princess' and ■countess' Wives arc promincmly depicted in 
; .mk . r the ir husband* and often appear a I separate offering tables, as seen in (lie tombs of 
Amencmhai and khnumbotep II i Photo J) •' While male skin tone* can vary, the skin colour 
• vt-iIu fie.' remains consistent For example Khnumhotcp IFs wife, Kheiy, is shown in the 
. ihjdv : -sl-IIow whenever she appears in the lomb such as before an offering table (Photo 
. fowling scene on the essi wait (Photo IK). Interestingly, in the loinb of Khcly his 
V * depicted standing near a structure with a pillar. w hich is similar in shape and colour to 
■ . vJi'll-J om of the native rock in the chapel of his tomb (Photos 6-T) :i Occasionally tomb 
re depicted sh earing a bead net dress.- however Ibey commonly don a tight-fitting 
■ ■ c .cl w it t i ir i'part i te w tg a s w el I as di fferent types of jewel lory i ncl uili rig broad cc liars, 

bracelets and anklets r Photos J, ft. K|, :h 

:V fSjssan there is considerable emphasis on recording the family background 
wssL-i appeal me m boih biographical inscriptions and in the chapel decoration, 
vjuuirb associated wnh inscription* identifying both their father and mother/ In 
. pnesk. officials and attendant arc also represented and identified by name 

• • -ib. w till each being show n at a reduced scale to (hat of the tomb owner and 

. -, ntlkiak frequently perform a ceremony, present offerings to the lomb owner 
' ■ r ■ ■'. any items as part of their Occupation such as a catch of live birds to a poultry 
Such ceremonies and offerings arc commonly represented in Old Kingdom 
- : ;l- purification ceremony, glorification and removal of the foot-prims' as well 
- . • - ... a aoosc or foreleg by the tomb owner's son (Photo I4|. ,; 


4 1 1 . ■ UcvLv **wmi ,, wn-r, .•.. % 36; Kfluwati, Zletr «fGrAwwf 1. pi 3*3: Ki naw an 

'■■■' ■ ' ’"••• w-iiff l I. pj '3 Fly whisks srv often shown m ihe stem of papyrus 

"c nur-rc* me Kahjwj.li and AhksKa/N|« fill (Wcm' 5. pi 54 
■. ••■■■ ( male preroproc in the Old Kingdom, although ibey were held b\ noc 

■I ' er and mmheomdaw sil king K'p> I called Sehctl Fischer, 

ffinww. %, 27 ]l 

Newbeary Beni Honan l. pis, 18, .15 
Newberry, Bern Hm0t 2, pi. 16 

1 ' P 1 4 ^e al«> (Ihr 1 .h nf WdcNlDlep (Cl t *1 Mcir (Blackman. liter A, pl 

if Sound in Old Kiiijribnn tomb-. ww k.ui.m.iii far cI-Gcfrrani t. pi. Jft. 
1 :i -“ ’ “T. Sis h. Kjinmn, Et’ftmutruh 7, fig I ft 

pl ^ V ■ H-rry H, m fttiw; 2. pk 4. 14. 1*. iiImi ihe lumhs nl EMklshfl 

; luj -m,I McrriUUck.. tA-ir I. pl <>. Isl.k kni.iri, Skit 2. pk 2, 3, 5-6. II. 

" 11 iikm.-L-n \fWr 1, pk ft,-. Qljekman, far 6. p] JJ). 

fl ' 1 fw im L nl 1 5 < :nmpaK With I he tcmils c if V. cJtlihotep (H4¥« Meir 11! I.ie knian. \far jt. 


1 1 • ! 1 ' 1 watt w-Sehakr. Prwtpiei. 734,33H. 

'■ . ■ !U. ,• r .|, ’-X >'> iV t7 4h. \cwbeny, 3, P ls. 17. 33a. X 30. 3ft. S*t 

' ' " " 1 BhwJtman. iw l.pl.y. Illaekman. Metr l ,pK.2.ft. 11 

; ' Lflu ' 21 ^2ft:Hla*J U 0H^M^ft,pkl7dK 

&cm fiuian i. pi jn 1 

^1. in r,fluc ilculunK der /cieitinriV de% ini t uf. JKA 5" r I07| j, |4ft-1 tj 
■ : K I- . .. r: ir,J AhdcMtewi|. iWftfa, unt fa i wuh t. pk. 4^,SU. Jamfiv Khentika. 

■ ■: ^ ,rS;'i wSr* McF * rt “- to *** rM -' 
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<»f 1,1. Lb (Pi»i« g- ii).» .. . <■ nonh ^ 

snual i niercoure t jmawn from tomb toKriptlon,« fcconMion."k to Z ■ ,. , 

Kto > ... 


Fnlcrlainmcnl 

Vurimis lypes ofemmtainmem ore frcqucral) incorporaied. into the repmt,,™ of w,™ it,, 

lton ' Thc '°™ b °.'™ er « n ^ *«" «**!•» fab or It™I « h ra3rs hlaml, , 

* C hun ‘“BOfjics t n oaiiMto with t, bow .in,I mo* in addilbm m' r« . t ■, , 

activities such as a bull light or performing dancers and musiciatK 


Fishing and fan-ting 

The tomb owner shown spear-fishmg and fowling iti the marshes is frequently aiuwk- 
tombs in the Memphite and pro* incial cemeteries dating to the Old Kimrium j |, . •• . 

continued in the Middle Kingdom tombs ai hl-Bersha. Men. Aswan. I i,dvs .m U | , 
of Khnumhotcp I], (Photos 17-1S, 21-24). Baqel f (Tomb So 2*)), ETaqci 11 numb N ■ 

Kheiy at Beni Hassan, J ' In the chapels ofBaqet I (Tomb Ko Xtmd Ki.etv.the n-mb ,• i n. : , 
not shown standing on a papyrus boat 43 and. most unusually. Khety has cjnglu only mjk :ish mi 
i he end of the spear, a Tilapfo ; rather than the two traditional m^ia jiuI huh* Mi * I . 

ol Khnumhotcp 11 and Baqel 3 (Tomb bio. J 1 ?), we sec the lomb v .'. ,,., •.■. -u- ... ■■ .p.nr. 
him on his journey to the marshes' 4 and Khnumholep I Is spcar-Rshuig scene even shows 1 cat 


\ew hv'fiy. Bent i/uMiti 2. pl 14. 

Munfltehe, Sexint! fjfc :ri im-icnt 33-34. 

V cube IT), jVi-'iirtii ifiiKtftt 2, SS, 

Harpair, Dctttmiimt. I4t!-I41 fnr 4 xeteni enlkxttoo a<td esamiMii^M -■! * Uli k ,, . 

Worlds, ttht Kvn&bnn 1W A i r «s L 3*-X labte 3 3, Vwntok, OUi A ■. . ‘' 

See also Vondfcr. H»wW 4.7IK- 7 ri: llaqiur. OrrmfioH', 3 K-.W i M'lf (■:' ■ 

IJeeker and *lerb. Btteadas 3. 3SO-43(>(IW k 2 1-2 \ (if. 5 . t\vker and Ikm. !u , u. 

New km. Ei Bt tyfuh I. pis. H-SJ 

Sec Senhi (BI>(ll]jekm;in. 3t'ir I, pl. 21; Vlftidihoiep(fl2tiBlacknuu. ! Wtkh'u.lep 1 <■* 

[TUieknijn. tA'rr.t.pIs 4.6-7f Wekhhotop (Cl | (Blacknwi. 3f. ft. p‘ I 1 ' 1 
l : dcl, (Jlibtu’l I J-Z/nJIiyf ftj'r p| *3 

1 JamkDeekeftr tewtfS. p! JIkDivtes. itiicfofar, pk 4, 

1 Ntft‘btny. (Erui /A»im I. pl>. 37^, kcftkny, W Wii.iHi 1 pk El 2' 1 is 

for I’XiinipIk'ft slv thesltghlb earlier liiiilhs t>l Wahl and Mi’n-,.,i-il H-H.iii.irsj l k.m. ■■ , 
pis. 2n. 4S1. 

The sijjnilicanee ofihew two fisli caught on Uh l sps'-o has been dtstusseil .n ■■■■'t'E' 

H i rirewer, Tisli', OLAE 2 (>Tlfl| i. 53?. (4aii«rivWilL-n, i biWi..V .■■■ • ■ 1 ■ ■ 

3 Hath jh i < lime r- W» I ten, FbcMntt im filh'n lip ph n, 13 D-l 11. M I Jamteisli and l \\» I kr i 'I ki 
Mi ills in der iJl^yptisehHl Kiirst'. (.'hrtMKiW tEE^vf'h' Jt |M| i 2?' l -3 4j -l: Cr Hnbn ■ 

in IoLerprelmg hgvpLian Art'* HE l?(im 5(1-«; »rrWW awl I ridJmiU - '• ■■ 

I. tMiner-Ilen. T«sthe. retignV. i.A 2 (11)771. 2*2-2 33 i)n ilic s>mbnliMii s-. ■ ■ l *1 h "■ ; ; ’ 
tire two iish (bum bmh l pper .md Inner Fgypt m,\- Kamnn. c'.nww t>i ' • W ='i- 

dtsulmn can he vl-l-m m ihe lomb oNm-ilt’fat I'hches iJjinMk, ks"U. I'-Mf 5. pl ”■ -^w l-: . \\ i 
I I slnnj; [I ml h - iw IKT holds l he sps-J| along w hh a reli isw me 1 1 lie, w hteh is unk , nil .■ m i w ,H K -1M '" 1 1 '■ ■ 
kingdom mote of hill II Dowkfr awl liiklmti ,n MmIIb (Peine. U ■ I’ 4 4 *■ 1 i' ' 

14 [InwerJ. 40) and is toorc eomniDtik assoeialcd w rth tmuws engjged in a hippopoianins hunt See (or 
esample Jih|uier. /V/n tt 3. pis 33-35. Heekcr and I lerh. flil&ttas pk I ** 
u Stic also NcwK-rts. AY-1, pis. K-t)(Btadsnwiie ■W'J'- bpl niaekm-ni - fk "• I"lack.- 
Mwr ft. pl 13. liir a discussion 00 Lhe inefus inn or curlusion of * ives m CHd kingdom lonib ^eene- -cl 
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- ,ps , vulfcs (Phcflii While the »|Kjir-rishinu scenes in the chapels of Baqei I 
i-j it _■ ;| ] f . •• ih \n 33t are positioned on the mirth walk beneath the desert 
. ; % i,u- r.i huh activities being associated with hunting, in Khery’s tomb the scene 

■ i.m the west wall north ot the entrance doorwav and adj^CCnl to Other marshland 
k .. ;tv cnnrraM Khnumhmcp II " fishing and fowling scenes are located immediately 
• T „irc h, , n ranee on the mm wall and flank tot: the doom tty to the shrine, which is-the most 
- .11 c tomb > decorative scheme 1 In the tombs of Baqct E (tomb No 29), 

, s." t imt \riiencmhat ihrs ^all was oceupieii bv sceriC3t of warfare and'probable 
•• u 3 he eh.ipel of KhmimholCp II :> the only example at Beni Hassan showing 
. -aged in spear-fishing or low-ling wearing the traditional shendyt kilt, as is 
i».„! Kmciliim tomb scenes Ely contrast, Baqet I (Tomb No. 29) and aUo Khety 
i - .i ■ .l ■ u i ind k i U In teres I m gly, the torn bs of Baqei 11 Tom b No, 29) and Baqet I ] 

K :ii 11 . 1 — Lf? show the major figures wearing a lillet and streamer, which is seen 
I’iipor.n, v j i nples at I: I - Berdta end Me i r/ 

.. i- ■■■cm > usually depicted with great accuracy and includes various species 
nd aunrials such as the common genet and Kgyptian mongoose (Photo 23).'“ 

: ■ ■ . regular I \ *hown in Old Kingdom tombs with similar details and colour 
■ ■I Merci-ncbeE and idui at Saqqara. The birds in khunihnlcp ll K s tomb’ 
: :uis! he ilwir original colour, which allows the identification of the different 
-i eunnorani/ : Sacred Ibis' (Photo 23) or a heronand European Spoonbill 

(Photo 24),*’ 

.’i the marshlands seems to have been j fax mired .mmiv m ancient Egy pt and is 
!; re periled m a 1 u m 1>S decoraa ion. The tomb h iw tier i s iisull! ly show n holding a throw ■ 

! --■ I'.si'v- imt liihms in Egyptian tmnh Ih-cnratMii*. J.lUi'L 36 j 1909). 

! )cr- • ■ i 'A : ■, L i mb t)w nets 111 the l.aier Old Kingdom*. BA ('E 14 E2fNJ.3h 

! ■ <•" (jLrridCTand Kicnjichie rnvfKinhni in IfldKingdom btasUitwChapeb’ 

li i ' l *l*l! i. /A.- r HW Kittgdtmt Art amiAn.’htta*it)jp'. 283-296, 

pis k U Similar in wckNiaieti (C1 1 u Meir (BBsitrem, t/irr ft, pl |3k By 
1 ‘ 11 1 i l))ehimlhncp lie I Jtcrshn the scenes are placed «n tin.- west wall flanking the 

1 1‘” iv [■ ■ the tomb c New be ns. EEBtn hi-h \, pis, S-0>. 

■ 3 !■. [I..-, n-.jL. Vwhell’,, iirr,fHaswt I. pU 14-10 
1 nmesn ii' * Hd Kingdom hurJi rirenifs we \ Woods 'Five significant lea inrcs 

I Sect rn Profftdittgs ttfiim JOfh bitcrm/tionai (.rt - 

J ' "■ pH.'- \v s aic-rry. i'Urtu liti&im l.ph 12.34 v.iih ihc ipnipioil 

f- ii-IkImiic hc-.rc n noted prevkHi4y. See alsii ilie Middle Kin|$dnm lombs of Inoitefat 
' • - /. Vr.lruJI | i knun, W t .. 1, fit. 2) and Wekhlintcp (t'l >a| Meir 
' 1 • il rally show* the.. fowling amUcaimga kill 

■1'.'Jloil wilh s .ill (jrrJ-ptthn^ nnklis jnd .tlsn iiv^-scqilc'rs, 

V» tsrrtv. ftuwf r 2. pTs II, 2 1 ), 

> Mf 1 pb. H-Q: Hl^clfrr tan te ftr S, pi \\ 

■ : Z. 34. Svc -llso ilti= tombs nl’Senbi r It IM llleekmati L .t/cir I. pf 2l: Wckblhitcp 

: P '■ '■ WckhholL-prt I .,n Men iHLickiluri. u h, jil 13i 

i'" <4- ' c K;mawriiiflndAhdcr-ft«EKt 4 f.^b<eMc'A-n-2,pl.2it i Porn(hcrci!timplcs 

■: Niter in. Ol lei \ 'it un hi hmm ligs 5-6; v m tfe Walk IV. ■(. rir it tm £pl i. IX ic 11. 

\ ' ' . . . pK '»■-I'': lil:.Lk nun. tA-r>-4. pb “. I Mf lack man. lA-rr 3. |'K 

1 J,t 1 K11 v<i'n.i Huuk-'l(Hnbsut [pi jbuiiu’. tt.u ;; tc(irpfrtj fiu j 

IbmlitilMl, Bmk ttfAnt ktit EjQtpt* T-f 
i hmEihan. Uinh f j/ Artcicni fyyt>t, 2S-30. 
l loulilun. |f, r it, 13-In. 

Montitwa, Binti nf Ancitnt r.&pt. 33-34. fig. 4\ 
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stick in one hand and several decoy birds in ike ,>0-,^ , . 

"I ?* !»“■ Whi! “ 1WT.fiph.ni nnd^ZJSli^r."^ ' 

nn.. iradiiHjnal acIlvuiL-s portrayal , n stall sems from the 01,1 Kinadom nnw.1 i ',,, 

Khnumhotep II shows a departure From (hi, iradin.m bv ... ,„ mh J.,". 

elapnei to ealeh a large nurabor of birds .os „. 20 „- A» X*Mk'i • 

tomb scenes depict on y minor fibres using a clapnet 10 ealoh birds Above tk 
shrine. Khnurahoiep II is seated behind a reed screen and pulling on a rope n,, 
inotit which also appears in the tomb ofDjchti.iholcpaL El-Bersha. I heelapnei ■■ n i, 
seems to be placed unhni a body of water, judpinp by the aq./ay lines elearK . 
nel and birds shown sn.nimmp amonpst tile water needs, lotus buds and flow'ers ili.-i 
surlaec ot the water (Photo 20).'" On the other hand Hie body of wrier i. Hanked h „ 

various species of birds rest, which are again depicted with care and significant',me. 

colours and patterns of the feathers (Photos 193-196), 


Hunting in the Desert 

During the Old Kingdoms kings and occasional!) hunters arc shown using .1 biiv, ,n„| , 

dcscrthliiriL scenes,* 1 However inthe Middle Kingdom the tombowner appears rn O'. > ■ 

a major figure practising this, sport.' 1 '' The best example is preserved in the lotnk .. 1 k 
LI acid shows him with the bow outstretched ready to shorn various animals m ■ 

(Photos 27-2R)/' Here the tomb owner wears llie common wraparound kill wir, .■ 
overlay, which is different from the shcttJyr kilt or rectangular shaped kill 1 ha; -.. 1 - 
groater flexibility and worn by several oIlkiaB at Mcir: J Khmmihmcp 11 is A^utpj . 
ofhfs sons, alt practising the same sport, as well us several hunting dog- 
29k The activity seems to have token place within a large tented cm; irm- 
animals such as lions, gazelles. oi>-x. wild bulls and Nubian ibex have been j-. ubl. di 

and surrounded Ibr the hunt. 11 " Although many animals are captured in the area, other ..■. -!,. ■ 


Xmh’tn, tivni th.im 1. pi, 3.3, 

E i nrpur, Dacomikm. 141 -144 r 339-241. Table ft 3 H 4 Fw f >lil K ingnJi m l v.ji i ipl. - .. ! 

VfenrtwiM ///, tig. 4; Motisva and Alltnmtilkrr. Ar/n nn,/ pK : ' ■ 

St [ A | (JlTjiJ], 32<3-122; Kanaw jli jihJ Mel-'aifanc. fk-•tihisihi pi 33; BJacknKan ' , ■ \ .. 

Et‘thimswt\h 2, iig. 22. 

Ncwbcny. Bt'ni Has ou l. pi 33. 

Hewbeny, Et-Bcrxlu h 3, pts. I2.r 

For similar rendering of the water wwd bee the lurntnv t»i" VYcklthivtcp r i luiMm •<:.•.. 1 . ' 

13 j jnd jlsn A h.in.tk hi jE 1:1- It^nln (tin Hi ill .in J , /• /- th'* *• 'u ■ ■s'l 1 r 1 

BorehinJt S-ftu-Rr, 2. pi. 3 k Thi*, technique ufhiRtiing is never shown m eitri- un ■ • M-emphi 

cemeteries, see Vandicr, fulfil Kaiiiiwuii. /JrffiJ-Wiwiu ’ |t| 32 ■ v- ^ - -- 

to, 3 Zl V^ltidPL-r, Mi/titla, fig 4S OlW ppsaiMe exceptKH> may he >n list tunih cn' VktKUlumi t.-u 

ihc lomh owner is shown ms mginj: a tiibSL 1 (A M Hotli," Tlk 1 Mflsljki ml Akh-Meret-Nesul ■■ ft. hi' I ■ 

in If Anna, Lacuvara arid RiX L hng. teds.) tfliWWfO tW t /e Jie u . S’ s 1 

See Jitho Ihe tombs oFArtusfoker at Thebes i L3 js iev t>f " Heqjib ft.>l l ^ " 1 del. tj > ■ 

Haw bi‘t AtyntttK pi. 2(1), in jc'dilior h* Senbi 1 Fit H HUiU-kman. U v I. pi (*i. ttekhliiUepi U- U» - ■ 

\U ir 2, pi K); WL-khhnlep l M4) f MJaekman, Skv 3. pJ 3)and VekhliiHep ft 11 at MciriHlwiknun \t, 

pl 9) 

' New hem. Aeirr Ihnct rr 1. pl 3«, The m#Af ol' llUfrting ib berlnJiir to fwnbi \ I) 11-H Mvi Vny* wi ' - 
■he [Limb [iwncr lb aeooifipankd bv a Nutaail (Blsekman. Uv l. pb WckhlMtep -n. ■ i^ 1 
shttwn with a ligure ut'vunil.iT drv>b. wnhinu the iraknurk leMiher in ihe hjirfaiaekiiuri, it, ■■ - i 1 ' 
liv cnninst Djrhuiihotcp Jt HI Bersha wmches the hum taking place, while utttingfl liwg Iuhl'ii kiti ,m • 
lean i ng on a stn3T rNvw herr). EkBrrshrh (, pt. 71 
r< -Sve macknmn. .Ififir 3, pl 6; muekmoa .\frir 2 r pl. S(ifttwAf fcitlt; Bfactonw. iW-f-c v 

■ ■ Nclv hem. Bent UtwM I. pl* 8- 3G. 4M Nhern. Aw Hum J 2- V*' J 1 \ * ^ |' u 1,1 ^’ w * 

are represented in tlxOM Kingdom, see lot e^nnplc MOUSH and Aheiiinllifer. \urrn e. Zjurj^r. T»s ■ 
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.i/niir u-l ■ utsidc ;hc fence i Photos 25-76 >.' In ihe tombs of Amcnemhat Baqei lit and Khcty. 
. ,\'K .i-e depicted using a bow .ind arrow on well as a lasso to bring down large animals like a 
, j bul ' Dogsare used to catch small desert ungulates [Photos 30, 34, 40-42)“ or to assist in 
capturing ofa w ild bull being lassoed«nd' transfixed w ith arrowst Photos 25. 35). Lions in tile 
. ■, »,•' ■'* si bemg pi creed by a hunter's arrow"’ and m the tombs of Haqci f | Tomb No. 

■ i i uu-i 11 [ and Klim. a lion rs show n biting the muzzle of its prey to suffocate it (Photo 3K).'■ 

■ in the chape "t Ameneinh.il a lion is bringing dow n a bubal hartehcest using its paw s 
c ■ :■ . L n ;ke .nher Middle kingdom tombs, those at Beni Nassau do not represent certain 
■M desert hum scenes such as mating lions ora gazelle suckling a calf. 72 

. hut. . I ’■l'. cull animals has been pierced with more than one arrow, (hey still appear 

■ s'* 2 “ 2 iJl . 3 1 „43) The lomb Of Amcncmhat show^ a bubal harteljcesl which 

■A -■ " cc arrows as well as a wild bull with three arrows, which is struggling 
.! ■. uting di . [ Photo 25 j khcty s tomb also depicts a bull charging ai a lutnicr 

u ah 'iw arrows t Photo 43 1 In the Middle Kingdom arrows are show n 
• w.mii .md strong reeds shaped to forma sharp point, ’ J with tic telling attached in the 
..... i „cy in directing the arrow tow ards the Large I (Photos 25. 27. 2 C J, 31, 34, 43), 

. i: ,-m.iIK panned red with black and white detail.'’ however the Eleventh Dy nasty 
- ■ and kheiy show it as being a flat surface with minimum mounds and a good 
• ■ ■ : ’■ i Photos ’4’44 j H\ contrast, the Twelfth Dynasty tombs of Amctietnhat 
1 f-how the terrain as being uneven and undulating, which arc features more 
• mic .iced w itli a ttudtilonal desert hunt depiction of the Old Kingdom (Photos 25-26. 

■ s kiiii.ii,ilj will ■tWfl.Rjjji), /iMTf/r |,p| 46 This inoihud 

w.-»reHnrc I m I he tttmbs at I 1-BcTsha, Mew and Thebes (NewWrrv. BlRersheh J, p|. ?■ 

' ' ’ 11 ' K pi- 5; ianvkrtkckcn. .4na-ip5. pi. 21Davies. Amefifka^ pi 

I nlwiumboi HLekhhetep t BZHBlocknian. \h-tr2, pi 

Ncwbeny, Betti Itawm I, pi. H, 

v ' WNWryv Brni fhtsm 1. pis 4. 13. | L »r a similar itrofif see the Old 
■ '-■■■’ :• s.iqi|.ir.j Uljrpui and Scremm. Ckapciof PkihixrttjK 356 [5], 35s |?]J »> 

‘ ' ! ■ ' i li>ehuiihoujp at E.1-Hersh,i (Newberry. M-ttojtnh \>p] 7i 

• vl Out!I l p|. ?s : Davies. Ptalthetvp 1, pS 21; Kanawali, Tt-n 

* K ... 3M.-f-Kuzin. \ktvrt,*a am/tfis Fimih E, pi 46See also the 

' M 1 ■ ■' 1 ■ ■■'- 2*< I -II Beni 1 bssan (Newberry. item Hasan 2. pi 2 H ij. Hcnbl 

’ . id VVkhhmep rB2)nl Mctr (HMekmiin, itur 2. pi Hj, Ojehnivnakhi 
; 1 as..and AfflefelKT a I -| hebes { fitnji-1 Jeckert. 

inxMr pi _ |. |Javius. AtVefoher. p| t<> 

■ i' '■•■‘vizir 4|, iw -. m unusua I m, .11 [,, | a hv ciiu ppeitWJ by an jm>w Ehn with Elk- leu anti 

i Hackman, tfefr 1 pis ft. Hr ' ' 

'• ’ rl% ! ' l| in 0,11 Kmgd.. scenes, htm« usually suffocate wild bulk 

! ' •' [ J:I I*** 1 *"-'' i rl>- 21-22; Kami*a1 1 and AIMer-Ft n/it), \t,nvota amt H, v 

™ i* 1 #**™*, [tie liens arc shown biting smalt .immal,. see Kan.iwal. and Abder- 
p! 4h - 1 P ! "" -Khi Wild, 7i 2. pi 12". levies. Hva ^Oebrd», 2 P | 

" .it) at Mek(Blackman, Mclri pis 6 M 

' " ' ' . . . 1-PK 'A'l oranOldKuipdom sampleHaipur 

■Lin \n. , r h, ■ Uutfh'tfg Ptahhotqft J J* 15 j, f 

11 ' " T : 16" • pK 6. 8) V* Did Kingdom camples M tta> and 

'-D.. ..' PI 14.. Harp... and S.'ruoon, The Cftti/n( 11 / 

' ' " ,n " c -*' 11 ' lk ' l!,; ’"’ '»vr.*«rn. rt.cbeMIl.vh*, tad*,, pi 

■ - - ■ ■ amplcs ss-c K mjwjr,. /;/, tta^mo 2, 23. pi |lu-K 

V.;* * “• . - 1* i\U. [1.V«. /In* MMU 2. pi. 4. tmmrn. 

‘ ■ NL I * jn,| pflKnill cwtfnintilk*! 4me/oktr, pk 6 


ARnminhSOj As Hits Tin Airnimt Tmlwi.s 


” -U o l u a T a ’ J m ' niml) '“P"*"** 1 ioihescoK. include emwlln „ , s.ih ... 
ddcrr. w, d bulk 1,008 .ndjMkrtb (Phmo 37,. „„ a ilssuncu even 1 ,M rtt , M ,„X ■! d 

ehepe »l Bdqei III, apa.rof bo. is shewn «hh ihe apnewod ttaen«Kp].... .. , 

Vm '522 UMW 3 pl ' ■'»rfu-ie.in »mi Kfetv. „ imiK , 

hunt scene arc shown man ng, 'Wl,cress in ihe ehspelorKhnun.lueep II.. . . . 

behind Mndb snd an My* S n iny btnh respect, vely. o,n„„c dc,™, if. „...... ' ! 

.l,-.13(. rh c | as tm n u r , sa | S o S cc n tn | hcl om hDf^khhr,icp|l!’ia,\ic, 1 . 

III ud Khciy, one animal is show n painted >c1l„» with a spoiled hide like., 
but ihe neck is unusually elongated and the head is loo small for U,c „ 

31.44),-' Several tombs at Beni llassan include mythical nnimals in M,e de.ee ■ „ ,■ 

esantple. KItnumholep ll's chapel depicts an animal wiiti a .ported coat, «»** .. 

and the head of a human fixed to its back (Photo 204) 

Bali [fighting 

In the chapels of Baqel I (Tomb No. 20), Baqut III. Khcty and Khnumhotcp l! 
represented locking horns in i fight i Photos 45-40),■' vvhieh is a memf .ntcoc • ■. 

provincial tombs, but never in the Memphite cemeteries 41 In the(Ild Kingdom, there . 
bull fighting scenes represented in from of the tomb owner and thcasswiak-d - : T i 
he w-as 'viewing the bull fight'.** The same activity is found in the Middle k: rgd- ■ 
Djchutiholcp^ and Ahanakhf' at El-Bcrsha. InMotcf at rhebeV' as well n 
^ ekhhotep (132) at Mcir," however the scenes are generally not positioned in . ■ i> l: 
the tomb owner. 


See fur cvample the Old Kingdnm tombs m Junior, fni-cj 2, 63; HoiFi 

1 Earpur and ScrL-min. Jfv t %tprf af FUthltuft'p. 376 (5J_ Duell, t, r . . ■ . r 

R*xk|, SfcrVruka arid His Fumit\ I. pi. 4fi; Kaiuwiili. o . rig - 

evamples m land-Dcckeit, A wif 5. pi. 21. Dav ie>, Amvtoka. pi 6. Iit;kkm.ii 
Cplltpvc w ith ihi; tomb oi Nim.iiure (iiza [ Rolli. Pa(<KV Atifidiv p! Wi 
New berry. Beni Hn\tm 2, pi. 4 
Newberry. Beni Hum at 2, pis 4. It 

NcwboTV- Bvm /Vrivrjyi t.pl 30; Blpckman, 3/t,ir2, pi, 8 SnwHlhcrjj. f>\ 

1 ^. 

New berry , Item Hasan 2, pis. 4, 13 Hop register i 
Newberry. Bear Hunan J , pE. 30 (lop register!. 

Newberry, Beni lUmm l. pi 30; Ncwbcny, Hnutn 3, pis “ i T 3 • hi- may jIv ■ ■ ■ ic 

unpublished lomh of Riiiinislhrilti iTtwib V'. 2 "p, see ■ihcdi.l. Die I ■ '-••-••• 

Vuidier. .lArrmcf 5. $8. Montel. Stvnrs tic tu uc•*“ N Kanawali Huh l n-\,u,e.- 

/; u / : r pi'm. 5l-5s: J M ti.ii-m Kuiiiiyrn wcnc-m tiic-L'ir i D.p ... rombs W» - i-: 

1 an Walscni.‘Sense and Sensibilily i m ihe Aiuty si-jnJ Imerp 

l our i Mil JCiHgdom Elite . . . ml iftouriler arid Herb*! s' 1 - Drtori h ■ r 

Hi.t-.tEiv j ( ir oamplev sec Kamiwau. .. 4. figs s 11 Hl.ko.-.,. ‘ : l '■ 

PJ-Hii)*and 1,6D.pi. 43;KatlAW'dli, KUHir^tiwah E.ttt 10; KjjiitwaUA Ihautv 1 Ml- 2' M"' 


3(h3-.3(J5. for evamples s*.v Kaiuwali, 


1,6D.pl. 43; K 4 iM*«li,l.lig K); Kanawati./. Ihnutv ■> - lijf M- ' 
Ei-Haaimah 7, ligs. 3c. 15, EdcL {JtMvf vt-Itonah* Assmm. pb J2. 24 E-Mlo. pi "AE3' 
Kft flaw ai i. Oeir W- G*hwi 2, pi 52.1 ^ k-> A m r rf-C i 2, pi «. Kana« an, i ■ 


Kannwali, H-HwanBli I.fig tot KflWfWfli. ^ttfWtniwA 2. rig 20 

Newberry,, Ei-fltf:hen I, pis. 12 . f 5 
fjtnfTIch jnd Newberry. 2 . pi 14 

3 am 5 -[Jeekert.. tsurtf 5 . pt t S- 
EiliieFiman. Ateir 1 , pi It. nlaekman, tfi'ir 2 . pi 15 
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U/i.wt icim Dancer*. Acrvbats und Games 

N.. ir HNK-ians are found in the tombs of Ammcmhai and Khety (Photos 50-51)7 Harpists. 

i"J women holding ststra J-ru prominently depicted and placed near the tomb owner 
, . \i ; re [frnocr* and acrobats are often shown next to one another and regularly precede 

it the tomb owners statue as lor example in the tombs of Baqel II I, Khety and 
\nicnemlia: .Phok * 52-5,'' Scenes of juggler* and acrobats are curiously missing Irani El- 
■■ ■ a e v ct dancers arc represented m the tomb of Ahaitakhk probably associated with a 
f k I be i omb s of Baqei 111 and Khety > ncl ude seven I acrobats a nd j ugg lens, activi t ies 
. K pcrii-nned by young girls still with she side-lock of youth (Photos 54 . 57 . 60-62)** The 
. e jhesc tombs illustrate their skill in rendering the difficult positions held by the 

. : A , Aed considerable freedom of expression in the depiction of these figures (Photo 
v: ■.■ :-!ip lTuntty. the acrobats arc depicted in different positions, allowing the sequence 
■1 .be identified (Photo 5bI Boys are regularly represented engaging m physical 
:. the exact purpose of which is not always clear (Photos 59. 65-66). However boys and 
ire occasionally playing together as m the tomb of Baqct 111 (Photo 58)„* 

Warfare. Wresiding and Punishment 

Ben I lassan arc most famous for the scenes of warfare, show ing troops from 
ind perhaps Liby a attacking a fortress. A large number of wrestlers usually 
! i. -c -, .■ "c- and are represented in a variety of moves, which may be training lor 
• ' ir.L:-. 11 - ’sc c nes <if punishing male, and unusually female figures, arealso represented 

at Bene Hasson. 

Warfare 

Basie t III. Khcly and Amcncmhat scenes of warfare (Photos 67-74) and wrestling 
' ' ’ 1 ■it*-" prominently represented on the cast walls immediately opposite (he entrance 
.. er when placed in a chronological order, one notices a gradual decrease in 
lf - per- ncl depicted a> well as the amount of wall space devoted to this activity. 

. mirth Lit Baqet 111 shows 220 pairs of wrestlers. Khety represent! 122 pairs 
depicts •■ \\ y L J pairs tin their respective east walls, 1 ' fn regards lo scenes of 
- noma re hs including Baqet 111 and Khety, devote three registers to this theme. 


■ ' I!: pi 1 2, Newberry. Ih-ni Hasan 2. pis 14,16. See atvo Davies. Antoft&tr. pis,. 2,1. 

: ■ /f. tu i/ti,, JM . pi- ” I -. Newteny, ft.-*, ttwm 2. pi 13. See also Davies, Anther, pk 15, 

■ ■ ■' ■ • Hi ■ ■ h. M :. pi 4 See , 1 1WP Wckhill nep t B2 , at Mcir i Blackman, Mcir 2. pi. 1 5 > 

" i1lh “* ' lEt3 1 ■" ^jr 'hnws musicians .ind dancers accompanying a scene where 

. -1 - .i re being presented 101 he Itimb I iu ner (Blaekman. \for I, p| 2 J 

' Hfrt-, Haw. 2, ph 4. 17 

111 - ^prtrt M Ancienf 4 I *-5 I ). Fw Old Kingdom example* see 

U; J- SSft|S]jDl*ll. tA Wu2,pK l62-]6t,l a .nes.6-Wt,A 

Pi 11 M"werj; SunpMin, Qar <mtl fig, 7s. 
tf, ni ltwvn 2. pi 4 

■ ■ ... Hr, U if,,.,, i, pi 14. New be try. torn 2, pf, \ 15 See also (JaretanR, Buriat C Mftinu. 


■' ' A1 V ,nj ,r ^™ ht lramth *lowbof Nvbcnat EMfcrahaiCifiltiat and\cwbcm.A6 

mi r - ,,mir!o1 !n thtf laT EffT a|| d elaborately decorated tombarDietaubmcp. (July 

zs7 ;;2 [ fS... ******* KUk — *** t*« « 

'■ ' kL] m lh - Ct,mt ,1[ ’AethhHiiep iH2l di Meir I Blftdiniim. \fcir 2. pt Z). 


f* 


Fii 11 


vmiNtJi AxI-ks- Tin Aktwik Tin 


■ iUS ' n -' tlS "-' ,S " l " i 1,l0eau:s lhc «W0 ««l« BuLim 

The Ejijphui army ditring ihe Middle Kigdnn, u. Kove b™ «. mnriMd .. 

I ™ 1 Egypi ss well « Nuhia. Ails and perhaps I ibyn i:. . 
(tifTeremiaied by (heir skip lone, clothing .ind adornment as well j. ihu. ,,,,1 „ 

(ho location ot winch is unknown, however it is possible (hut (he tomb owner ,..,cv.„i . 

the frequently mentioned battles in Arnenemhai's biography i Photo 73 1 ■ mi tin,.-.- | u: ■ 
ol similar appearance with hast ions and loop holes for archers, large gateway - 
to prevent a siege engine with wheels approaching ihe high walls of the Ibnrcss ii J i, u 
As a result, the attacking army m each instance shows several men protected hs who 
be a form ofiMfe. fl kind of moveable shelter later used hy the Romans for protean, 
operattom. Ihe soldiers represented at Be in Hj^.m use a long spear torejeh alu 
w a I k i Photo 67) as well as bow s and arrow s i u ( he ir attack (Photr>s ( 7, m j I n d v re ■.. | ■■. 

Ml and Khety casuitliies from the lighting arc also depicted and piled up til >nmu i -■ 
the attack (Photo 72). 


tVrvstlfng 

Wrestling was rarely depicted m Old Kingdom tombs, with the only knv.-, n cv.impk- 
in the chapel of PtahhtHep II at Saqqam, In thiv depiction there arc m\ p.ms .d ■.■. 
appear to be young boys based on the inclusion of a side-lock. However ,n B. ■ • 

w resiling scenes are regularly placed abov e the scenes of uarlarc. and bet. 
large number of wrestlers it is possible to link this activity to the phy>A <1 ti.n 
personnel " ' The pairs of wrestlers are represented in varied positions .-id h 7- 
pairs being identical (Photos 75-S3|. When the bixlies of two wrestlers ar^ 
ean be shown in two dillercm shades of red (Photos oi by oiiilintiig i . • 

m a lighter colour of red (Photos 82-bl). Tfttse two dilTercnt techniques empl.- cd i a lire 
to dtf&renliate the figures are represented in the same tomb, which may indicate 
one artist decorated a tomb chapel, 


[>n ihe tiTgani/aUrai-of the military wtl - It.D, l aLilknei, li^ptiail Mitilary 1 b| .in/.u 
3247; HAj I lsehcf. The ^Lihun Mercenaries oft ftbelein during ih L -1 rro Inn crowd iaie iv 
t kttll.44.ttl1. 

See .itwL the tomb iif Dyehutihotep ji liMknlm, which rcprcvai* \llIwnw l,h . iu • ■. .■ j • - 
[Newbem /:7.#L-nii,-A I, pis 1M 3.2(1, 24, 2vi. Mihrliis,md wwipm* jk jM da™ h .H Vk m Ml.. 

I6rr |, pi. 3]. I'hcfacs i Jjii^-tXskvfl. I ru*# V, p| 141 and I I-ItefsttKWillmiN thi» ' |»k - J '-' 

55), 

\awbeny. #ii« fIlium 1. 25-2tv (tunpslte with|hc scene rh tin,' n mih■ Im-ilvr,u Jliclv^ ikn< ' : 

•Uipii/ 5. pi. I ” h iiidl Selku at \mwhi 11 slcl, {.hthfii. .■ fluna hr/ r**j».J'.-.pl Jl 1 he h in I ^ t m - - - it.I . 

WTiriare lit drc OH Kft^im are ftiui^ in the J am F i llh I3y riiwy ii^b oi k icmhc-,ei je s,n.| jr t - vk i .; .• 

s^fijari, Miato/u*, pi JSiand ibcwifly Sixth (Anusn I.ifiih LSI Ini JI DcslMsJiatkjnjn.m uml Mci ■ 
/V.vifjdvjifa, pk, 26-2^1 

J»rik L>cekcrt, -tw»f 5. r 1 !"• (bldftl plate I. Kemp, 7 ; > * omtiirj to the -. no ■ s, 

t lassan. llte furtrt'VL ^hsnu ... [Limb nl Ini-ilcf II Thcbai isdcleaJCLl hv men ofhjght. ■ 4 n fs-ihl - 

Asiatics 

I iiirjw .i mf Scnmin, Tth £ tow 9 »f Viahh >hp. ? 5? |61. See a I*.i Weni^ ■ V' r ■' 1 ■ ■ 

Nevtk.“rrv.J5(jpr//cmw LpN 14-ltil Newberry, fltiffl' 2, pis \ t5. C In Ok Infnl'.H Vnl-i i 111 I i!- 
theme knprcscnlal in a regisld ifnfflcdiatcb beln» A HTies .Pi litreign wrapn'^ ' kU'O,, ui, 
W'rr l. pi 3| iro#ciC4. WelihhnlCp (1)2) .*■ ^Telr hli.nss i-ie nMK iinnuigH beare ■, I tin. v- 

Meir 2, pi 2 ) 

+ Tcmpare Photos 75-76 with *7- 7X from ttoffmb of AtntfKinhfll 


(iT) 
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Punishment 

Rendering of account appeared in many tombs of the OM Kingdom, w here ihe estate managers 
i’icvl'ih rlieir accounts before several scribes and are sometimes held by 'policemen . 111 Starting 
!mitj Mu- re i j ii of (he Sixth Dynasty kingTcli, the offenders are shown being physically punished 
d healed w itii sticks Such corporal punishment appears both in ifie Memphite and provincial 
cemeteries at this time and the men are represented naked and strapped to whipping posts. 1 '* By 
runts;, examples of punishment in pro* indat comet erics dating to the late Sixth Dynasty show 
.. July different composition, where the culprits arc stretched out on the ground, held by two 
men and .ire beaten by .1 third Scenes of punishment are found in the tomb of Baqei III (Photos 
a-l-hiii. * where herdsmen are brought forward and required to account for certain numbers of 
ci sen m goats (Photos K4-K5, KK) and is followed by a scene of corporal punishment. The culprit 
. ..- held to the ground by three men. a stick was placed under his chin to lift his head above 
■ coulders and a third man beats him with another stick (Photos 86-87), In. one instance the 
, nj-imri is accompanied by a young hoy. perhaps an assistant (Photo 85). There is no evidence 
■ corporal punishment Jn the tombs at EJ-Bersha. however several men arc brought forward For 
m dement in front of Djdi imhotcp immediately before a procession of large hulls. In contrast to 
. 1 >M Kingdom where males were only punished, Baqet Ill's tomb shows an unusual instance 
lan holding an infant and about to he struck with a slick (Photo 89). The reason for her 
. - lent is unknown and behind her an elderly woman is represented with a walking stick and 
tagging breasts.*"' 

Foreigners 

I ' 1 Old Kingdom foreigners arc represented in royal monuments such as in the funerary 
'I bahutc. L ms or Pcpy 13 lt( these scenes foreigners arc usually in postures of 
> ipplication be3ore the monarch* of Egypt, presetting various goods and commodities or are 
111 id w 11 ? 1 ropes i n subm ission. N ubians in frequently appear in elittlombs and wene probably 
11 ^e service of the tomb owners ' As mentioned in Chapter I, the well-known official Went 
.j .tbran army into Syria Palestine during the reign of Pepy I, which included troops 
• VjK.i and ulw Libya, Equally, towards the end of the Old Kingdom and during the 
■, micdute Period. Nubians were employ ed by the two warring divisions of the country, 
especially by (he Thebans.' J 


' ■ ■' rn, t L-w, 'iiT 1 pis. 53 c. 55 . Due 11 r Akn-rukii I, pi. .17 The men conduct 1 nu 

. - -ire (requendy labeled . r P * h A. pern'. commonly initialed as policemen- (Jones. Imtex 2. 

; " ' 1 f Pi ”■ fames. KfkMitka,p\ 'J. Kanqivali, Dtfrtf.Gtrinm >4 I, p| 55. 

■ ■ - ■ / ■■ • f-tiebrmr, pk 5rj, 70; Kanawali, Ei-Hawtoh I. fig V 

Newbctry, Bern ffasm 2, pi 7 

Newberry, Et-Btrsbctl I, pis. 3 2, IS 

iT ti,l,ftnV ” r Meiii “* Fisclwr ‘^®p* r " ffhwJi* 39, fig, 30; McFarlanc..y*w ( jrti 

, 11 .,. ■'■Tu ! s,K. I_. Labriiuv-c and Mouisa. La t funtaa c tin aunpttixc funenutv dto n»r 

■ ' - ■ |f ” ' - ; lequier. JfV/uJ/3, pK 12-N, I x. 30-37 
' '■ • ;, ' i;i ^kt^tL.mK,.l S^halMepiindkiKUlftcrertKuiKiwati.C^^ pli 4S S3) 

? c f "T ' " ^ " '■ 1,11 ■ '"=- Lichthcim. ** 1. 19 

: ^ P “ ■*"* '»^W. £*«*» riw* 17 i 35] 

t ., ^,’J mbtr> Thc uh,Hn °f <*belem during Lhc First Interned uitc Peri of, 
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A Rutin ms fli As Em Till Artistic Tmxu. 


Asiatics arc represented in many Egyptian tombs of the Middle Kingdom and u is mwsiH 
that the weakening central author,ty during thc First Intermediate Period encourwed As 
travel and immigrate to the Nile Valley. " The best presened example is at.curd on i' , 
wall of the tomb of Khnumhutcp I] at Beni Italian (Photos 90-102 and I iu Urv y „ , !| V . 

I I 1 The accompanying inscriptions describe (he group as r Aamu\ which thc i esp^ 
describe a, Sand-dwdlcm' miher lhan belonging to a specific geographical lo^iL, | 
mscT'ptnms mention ,ha( the group is formed of 37 people, who were presented to Kt , 

Lon aT1 MribC - * hdd ,hc Cilb <>( royal doeumen, ■ ■ i - 

90-9]) Their arrival .n Egypt is dated to year U of the reign of king Scnwosrci U ^ r.. , 

on the document presented to Khnumhutcp 11 . Thc foreigners are led bv a man w uh -he. ■ ■ 

oi the foreign land' whose name is IbsJia {Photos 90-921. The representation illustrates the 
bringing various items to lhc prmmce including Jescn animals and- cranes, musical insiruu;,--; 
and they also entry weapons. Howev er, 11 is intotesting (hat the lexis mention only that the A . 
brought black eye paim. Ii has been debated w hclher these foreigners came as subjugated 
traders or immigrants to EgypU howevcrthe fact that (he group includes men. w omen and cluklrcn 
( Photos 97-1 (Ml) may indicate they were imraigjranls coming \o settle in Egypt or ai lea-r ■ • 
employed. Such an interpretation agrees with (he many Asiatics represented',:! the scenes o- A, • 
Egyptian army [Photos 68 . 74), 1 he artists were able to clearly distinguish (he loremne: 
Egyptians, emphasising their characteristic features such as the'ir lighicr colour ihe . 

1 heir hair, beard, the hooked nose or their blue grey eye colour 1 Photos 93-94 1 .,s well 
extremely elaborate and colourful clothing (Photos 92. 95-96, 99). 

Transportation 

Ihe pilgrimage (0 Abydos in the south or E3 us iris in the Delta is j theme frequently repress 
at Beni Hassan and is attested in the lombs of Amcncmhat, Khnumhotep ir and Klicty 
scene in Khcty's tomb represents two registers of ships travelling in different directum ■ 
no accompany ing inscriptions [Photos HM»-I{37). Tn one of the >hips heading non?, 
owner sits in the cabin with an attendant bowing 111 front Of him (Photo IflSi The t».. i ■!■-i- 
E>>nasty tombs of Amcnemhai and Khnumhotep 11 show ihe pilgrimage on the east ■ . 
the inscriptions clearly identify the destination of the ships, w ith those Travelling south u • 
Abydos having their sails up and towing a papyri form btxn that contains Lhe tomh owner s. ■ -rim 
(Photos 1 ID-MW ). 1 ■ Ekuh scenes show a papyri form bout being towed by -ne ■■■ :wo i.;,-. 
sailing ships with the white anthropoid collin placed on a bier under .1 canopy and attended 


S,ee Khmunhorep t (t>r Avialics appearing us ulliiuul-dncs and rneniK'rs pi lhc i gy ptjjn umiy isi berry 
Rvrtl fimm l. pi J T 

Fm n d isL’iissitm oI this Ainipk'X issue ht Redtortl, Egypt. Limau^ ■.*:.! {•' ■■ ■ D H R,-.': • . 

Tgypl and Western Asia in the Old Kmgdim' ./-i Wri 7^ iPUm-i. 125-Uit Kernp, ('MlI sn.v -• 
Vlrdillf Kingdom rind SeColhl liiTVmiediale Penod'm Trigger. Ikernp. £S'C ■ -mi • ■r and I ' iv'.l' i 
I'mpf ■1 Sin mlihstttn . 137-3au. R.t, Faulkner.TheRcbcJIkaiin,he Hare Nimie '/ jjiiipu-li. 

H J r.mkl.'iL. 'l-gycn nud Syria ill die first IrtTenlleJuik- Period', ./F f 12 1 192*5 SO-'W; Waril, i 
frfQjttiari f-arvtf’rt Hfftitirtui tniringltw Ffifi /titvrvit'itiitfc Pi r iin/, par>^ur; 

Ntwhcfry. Hfjin ttau&i t. pis. 3u, .lx 
Hiinnig. Cmuei 130. 

I nr an cxmiirnuon of ihe scene ami lexis see H. Coedieke. 'VM-Mnmi's RepK^enlalion u Ben It.-.-.. 1 


■Mft< £21 (I9K4], 203-2 lU 

I His more on ihe reprttscm.niHin i», ihe tomgncrs. -ll - A H 
A strike. 7^Ji- fiiblit tit -r n htmilvjshl 4J J J] [ I^SI). 2l i )-'2 


Shcj. ' \riisne Balance among Hie Bern Ifjsjri 

lT.<r. FiKdirr.Nvlheii Stkrks and Stases ii 


Ancient Igypl'. MXU 1-3, Wg). 9 N 
New herrx. fiem Hunm I. |ds | J, 3 ft, 29: Nch hciry. fliw thumn 2. pi t2 

Ncwbetry . 5ith ftwtm 3, pis I j, 2^ A similar scene m.i\ tv Jepiclcd m lire loitih i>[ [))ehirfili<.’tep it I 
Ben ho, (Newberry. EbRcrskfli I, pK, 32. tKiaml Anlefoker al Thebes [Djuls, f>?:> ft 1 - .s. -a: 
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,,, fa ,cvcml uffieials The soulh suit of ihe cast Wall in Amenemlnii's tomb represents the 

■: .- voyage hi Bumris ' ; In one ship we notice that Si-veral women are suited in the 

hik in the mhcr i series ol oarsmen stand on the deck pulling on the oars to propel the 
boat northward on the current of the river 11 ' 

.purtntion uf the statue of the tomb owner in a shrine is frequently depicted in the QEd 
... j 1 js tor sample in the tomb of! lelcpherakhu nt Saqqara , 1 l sually such scenes represent 
■ edge surrounded by .1 >hnnc along With several individuals accompanying 
. ,;. : ;.. L mu; hiding lector priests or even dancers to perform specific rituals and ceremonies, 
spurt.iiion of" the staiub m tins manner is depicted in tEic tombs of Baqct ML Khely T 
\ I Lit and alv,’ klmumhotep 11 at Beni Hassan (Photos lO^llOX ' The wood grain detail 
a-Moimding shrine is particularly well rendered and painted in bright colours. The scenes 
Hen Nissan are quite different lo the prominent depiction of this activity in the tomb of 
• . ; ..itbeLcp at I Bemha. w here four registers of 43 men arc shew n to be dragging the colossal 
statue offhc tomb owner front Hftinub. 

Professions urul Workshops 

t’■ pcs i 1 r profession^ undertaken by the people living in the province arc commonly 
• the tombs ,i! Bent lla^san and range from the manufacture of sandals and pottery 
r:.'duenon, storage of wheat in granaries and boatmen returning from the marshes, 
.. . ■ j ! r 11 v ick .s unique insight into the daily life of the Egyptians living m the region as 
- ■ x ’ ■ .uiiv nic- due officials considered important to commemorate land record in 
their tombs. 

Craft* and A rtills at I York 

t' rkshop en v i romnent a re frcquentl y depicted i n the 01 d K, tngdom. vv i th the most 
vmy :i the fifth Dynasty tombs ol Fi rind \tankhklimint and Khnumholcp at 
' 1 ’I'nth, craftsmen fashion different objects out oT metal such as a ewer and 

1 "; ia the ii'nth as well a^ making wooden beds, chests and statues or even 
ucophayi. " Various types of crafts are depicted in the tombs of Ainencmhat. 


fompanxin with (M .1 Kingdom examples .Lint i dkcusyloo on (he -igruticonec of (he scene see H. 

■ V r - .■ mld.n li.,I .~.;\ K Kegrahnis im Allan Keith - , l//i ttk'i i I94n>, I - Vi; J..A tt ilson. 
. ■ . .!• Ilf Old Kiri:;d,i f\f V ■ |4| I 19441, 1013l Hituill. Iren 4, 69402; 

’* ■■ ■ 1 -^ I* AMeiinml^rjcsiattung. ;■{ 1.744^745: U AlicnmuHer.'BesLillungsrituar. 

c Old Kingdom Representations of Funeral Procession' GM ’21 
■ ' - '' ' ■ it..'.’. Kartawali. kktfmu\vt%h 2. 21*22; N Kanwafi. 

ft * e .in.5 1 he Oe.ul in Old Kingdom Tomb Scenes', S.tK ') (l‘181 > r 234^225- 

N’wbrrn.jjfiil fiituM I pi r (r. 

Al-w berry, Smi ifwwt t.pls I ft. 29 

' ‘ ft' 1 1 Sw jImi Ibswi. iihu 4, tig. 122; Mnuvsa and AltaiMjfQlJcr. toJirUrJumni, 

k " 1 '■ 'I' H'd AbdtT-Ha/Ki, / Ittx r fmttvn pi ?M, Duetl. Uurrut,# I pis 39.9? |A|; times 

el jI. Svtjqaru Thinks ], pi. 30. 


: . i.. it,™ Mihm I. pft I V 29, Newbum. linnHusm 2, pis 8. 11 

: I - >5. n Willems, c Peelers areUi. Vcrsinetm, 1 Where did lijehudhriep 

’ - cl hi, ll11,(,kh,iI scjLuc'". / l.V )J2 f’Wifll, 173-1 &9. 


1 ’ pb 125-124: Moumi and .A Itcnmu I tar. \;an. hrfmm. pts. 62-64 

; i I .nhMn :in,.l bimp^m tfi •■unlit, lit iij- i, HaHsan, Cfcw 2. tig 2t ( > VV'cck^ &6MI 

V - 1 'hvi'tbiiller, . pulKa-ti nc.pl 21) Simpson. fa n „h. lie. SO; KomMWi. 

• . . ■' " ■> Vlleftmailci, \#.*Pf,4rfawiM.pl ft3; Duell. \f>-wntio I pis 24- 

59, Buclmaa, \f?lr 5. pi 24 
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Baqct II I and Khety at Beni Hnssan (Photos 111-141 j The (wu Eleventh Dynasty tombs denici 
a variety of arts and crafts sueh as the manufacture of wooden Malls {Phoios 120-i:~i the 
production of ceramic vessels t artists painting a h rightly coloured shrine and also ,i tatuc (| J hr,i*. • 
12K-129) as well as the weighing and smelting of metal (Photos I3b-|i7| As mer- m,.l i, 
Chapter I, a unique representation is found in the tomb of Baqet III. w here ji master jrtisi i : 
an apprentice how lo draw a calf and also a dog attacking a Nubian ibex (Photos Ift 
Both Baqct 111 and Khely's tombs represent the various stages of making linen items iikIium !; j • 
spinning of the thread (Photos 132-135, I3K-B9). washing and wringing dry the pnxlu,: i'i , 
134] and stretching out the items (Photo 1351 ' Khet/s tomb shows one of the Ejcsi 
of a loonr from the period, w uh a male figure w cav mg n brightly coloured cloth t Phou, X i, 
possibly also the manufacture of a fishing net (Photo 140) ‘ 

On the north side oflhc west wall ofAmcncmhats tomb, there arc five registers showir. 
types of aris and crafts (Photos 111-125), The scene is the most extensive in the ^ir 
depicts dilTcrent types of wooden furniture being manufactured such as a hed (Pli, ■■■ 
chest (Photo I LT) in nddiiion to the produciton of sandals (Photo 114 1 .' arrows (Pin 
and (lint knives (Plioio lib)."" Anolhcr scene shows ingots of metal being weight ,3 ,m . 
scales and a scribe recording ihe results (Photos 1 IK- 1 19). The craft scene in Amcnern' • 
also represents the production of ceramic vessels on a low wheel and (he placemen • ’ : : . 

(he kiln for firing (Photos 120-123), a motif which is also included in the tomb of Djdniiilh 
at EUBersha. ,l 

Gardening and Viticulture 

tiardens in the Old Kingdom arc often Shown as being rectangular in shape, fixe 

several dividers for the placement of individual plants such as a lettuci .nn! 

in the fifth and Sixlh Dynasty lombs of Niankhkhnum itnd Khiiumhote|v NeterhLTer.p?,! 

well as Meremka at Saqqara. 1 '” Gardening is also depicted in the chapels u! Am. 1 : 1 .. 

Khnumhoiep 11 at Beni Hassan . - ’ 1 The tomb of Amenemhai also show* .i lev 
similarly construeied beds (Photo 142 1, 11 while grapes are being gathered from , , ".ey,..: i, 
the reg i on (Phoios 143-145). J A (though the branches a re shew a in brow n and the vine:, 
green, the grapes are coloured in blue. A detail illustrating the skill of the Egyptian ari K 

seen in the depiction of the two men beneath the arbor, where the leaves realistically e^ver p.ni' 

Newberry. I, pis 11.29. Newberry, ft^tn Uiinur 2. pi- J . 

See A1 Lashien, VAriisls' Training irt ihe Old und SEitlJle Kingdom -. r-t/iyolli, rorih. * 

.. scene sec (he Old Kingdom tomb of Nyimkhpepy ,it Zawiyct N -Mjaiimi O^f 

pth | CM 1 1 , 

See 4lso KIlhLiUllhHlep M (Newberry, Bc*ii !, pi 29 1 and Pycbunhotvp at TJ-Etersh.i <Newhern, 

B#ntn'h | t p(ii 24.2ft), 

Slik-did also suggests ihe Inner actum is (he imufuciion m net* iSlwdid, n ie;, ■ v.»-> ■ ■■■■'■ f» . 

36, (ig. 52). 

Stc jIvi die mmb of Im-itcfal fbebe* tJaroS-Deekert. ft.F l1 1 ft 
t umpire W Ith (he ()1J Kirwilom lomb Khucncs .n /.iw -yci el-M-w n«n tl-cp(ni» t '■ '*">•* 1 ' 

Such w-L-nes are ml shown .it Merr. however Ihe (omh wf Sentii t»3 1 deplete, the mjniil.K :.,l,- . ■ Tl 
vtrssdvand also iIk- minufaeture of wooden items (Bladoiwit, 1. pi 'i 
New berry, ff-flrnrW I. pft. 24-25 

Harpur. tmiiitm. III. Mwfm rind Al«nmflller. Si<ti*hchnv™* flg Kapawati 3 Vlvl1> 
tin- Oitl Kitigtkm, Photo 2 ^ ft Duel!, tftre'w^'o 1 . pT -i 
Newberry.. Bvni i Itfuni L. pk. I ft 29, 

Nee alsu Djehiilihotep M ftl-tkrshn (Newbeny, f xki-k 1. pft 24, 2H 
' Nen hem . fleiiL Hawn 1. pi 19 See also Davles. AtHfJoh •* - pi 15 
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|-1 heir -.-.ires (Photo 144), The tomb of Khmanhetep II included a unique motif, where men 
■ t k re' ir.MTi :i nee with the help of three monkey M Photos J4b-147)i This detail is omitted from 
: it ti.r ,i win i! - of\ cu her r>. how ever one monkey in particular is e 11 her fiUtti ng or iak mg ally, 

from the hand of the Jticndartt. 

; L it- nf option of wine is a theme frequently depicted in the Old Kingdom and normally inetudes 
such *$ the treading of the grapes in a vat by several men. squeezing all the 
. grapes in i large sack and pouting the liquid into containers for storage ." 1 These 
.,. -kps are also depicted at Beni ll&ssan and found m the tombs of Baqet 111 (Photo I4H). 
kj ; , 'horns 149-151 i and A menu in hut. " While the sack containing the crushed grapes is 
j.. eczed by turni ng a w ooden poEc at either end of I he sue k S Photos 149-150 ) t a di JYererii 

■ c n ted in the i omb o f Baqet III. This scene shows one s i de of the sack be i ng fi *ed 
den structure, while men twist the pole attached to the other side of the sack (Photo 
I* i’. pc of pressing machine became common tn the \ew Kingdom, hut appears for the 
. ii Hem Hass an In Khety’s tomb the artists found some difficulty in positioning the 

■ - q nee/; n,g juice from the sock using two wooden poles, as they are not all standing on 
. hat is customary for human figures (Photo 150}. J ' In addition, a scribe is depleted 

■ -L-v (,-m ; men pouring W ine intojnrsand appears to be recording the quantities produced 

• Ric tine outline on the scribe’s body is an excellent e sample of the technique used 
i artist to differentiate the limbs from the torso of the figure, which were painted 
in the same dark red colour. 


Granaries 

ire frequently represented in Old Kingdom tombs and even somelimes provide 
ns to indicate the specific type of gram stored w iihin. J " On the south wall of Khety's 
- ten granaries are represented in yellow 1 with several men carrying sacks of 
-I.ure - I • veplaced into the silos tor storage i Photos 152-353 1 . " Amcnemhafs tomb 
• ■ •.. eu silos on the north w alt with a senes of men carry titg containers up the stairs / 4 ’ 1 
r - ;i. -mush missing from the Middle Kingdom tombs at El-ilersha* which perhaps 
sc* the v. eaEih, of the prov incc of Hem Nassau. ’ 

Pi'rs-tftutl iii.Htimng 

. i ;ui grooming are rarely .iKe-Ted in Old Kingdom tenths, with only a few examples 
: i.il \-a\ a manicure, pedicure or their hair attended la ' A most unusual scene 


• \Wrck-, OfifWti t 'ti . iijj is. Meussd and Atteiiiniil let. \uimfn'hww. pi. 3V, Dina, 
’ Mouses and ALhrnmtfllcr. \ efirami Ko- ton. pU. I ,k, 13, Bnwraki. Sttnjjitaib Ctwphx 
■ . \h 3,pK II'-in. Kansu..ml MeFnrtone, fkxtrmtiti. pi 53; Blackman. uwr 


r n- i. f*| 12 . Ncwhrrn. Bent 2. pk 6, lb. 

- ir !<'■ I'Unfaeiiu* de Bern Havin'. ffifitO 9 (fbll). 9. n 1 The same mcihad is jilsu 

1 Khnumln-ivp (i Tomb Nhi Hi. Vnberry, Jh-nf Htmm L pi 44 
' ' r For a similar rendering mc Nenfceny. tt-Benheh I, p|«. 24.31. 

■ -"-aii.'-n- .'i CiRumriH in Old kingdom Tombs'. BACK 12 (20(11 j. J(5.y9. Ontnuncs 
’ nJ > Tepresenicd in provincial lunihx during the bw<)ld Kiiwdiim Kahannti 

i.Uth. y. . ;, P U 2S.3l.3ft 
Nnbmy. Bi nt Ifatm 2, pi. 17. 

.i Kerry, Beni f (awi t. pi (3, 

r. ,|.o aliened in Thebes and Aswan, see JiM-DcCkcfl, Axwlf 5. nk (5. is- D avia. 

: Edel, QuhbtfePHtiwa bel d.vjiuwr, pf 22 

J ' '' ?. . See also Moug& lutf AStqanUdto^ 

■ .. . ”><■< oft ...rUM pi;Kmumlud AMtr-R««t' Hi. - .. 
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is represented in the tombs of Baqet til and Khety at Beni Hassan, possibly shovyirty soer u 
male figures having a huireufrshuve (Phoios 154-1551. In each insianee one male figure mi. , m 
stool, while the one receiving aiiemion is kneeling on the ground. The hieroglyphie mscript i,m 
adjacent to ihc scenes indicate the action of (he barber as 'shirt mg' the head of the male n- , . 

A second caption in the tomb of Baqet 111 is more specific and Slates performing dk ,.. • . 
perhaps referring (o euiting (he hair prior (o shad ing. 

fowling (tnif Boaf/ncti 

During the Middle Kingdom Ihe (omb ijwncrs hegm to show themselves catching birds with ,-| 
clapnci. however minor figures engaged in this acliv ily eonunue lo be depicted. In earlier pet mdv 
numerous tombs include one or even two clapnet scenes showing two stages of Ihfi moveniem 
in the lirst several men are poised and ready to pull the net closed and in the second the r 
are shown Hat on their haeki after the action. ■ Mina#; figures using a clapnet arc seen :. ih. 
lombs o f K hety. Baqet 111, A menemhat and Kli nu m h otep 13 i Photo 156). Kli i iumht>tep If’. 
represents two clapnets, however they do noi represent ihe before' and alter the capture Rah, ■ 
one scene shows the net near a pond that is full of ihe same Specie* nf duck and appears u \ . 
placed in the marshlands near a papyrus thicket, while the other net is close to agrtculi . iml 
The scene is positioned adjacent to a fowl yard, suggesting the birds were captured and pi-- ■ i 
housed for fattening and eating. Scenes of fishermen using a dragnet to catch fish arc iwquer. . 
represented in the Old Kingdom'"' and continued (o he included in the tombs at Beni H i-- . 
Kl-Rersha. Meir and Thebcs. |L 

A nothcr i heme commonly found in the Old K ingdom is i he representsLion of ht .. n im 
cither reluniing from the marshlands wiih various types nf food items, such .!- r -i; n 
jilaymg a kind of game where the men on one boat try to push those on anolhei -orThe 
skiffs, Several men are often depicted in the walcr straddling (wo papyrus ik " 
be a railier dangerous position given the frequency of crocodiles ill the waierw ■ ' 

was continued in the Middle Kingdom ” and Klmumhutep 11 shows an esecllem . ■ 
the easl wall (south of the shrine) immediately below (he tomb owner spearing tj4i 


L pi 70; Kanawnti and HaiSHi, Ttii Ci-uk-te*x 2, pi. 55a: Kan.iv.air Tetr * V.t. r-. '* r ^ ' ' 
KkcfiiUm. pi. It. 

tocwheiry. Watt Itattm 2. pis 4. 13 

I' Montel. '\(Ues vur Jes lomheauv ik- Biini HiiSiin', tiff IfJ ‘1H ‘H II ’ 

IJdrpur, /ttromn'cMf. 14 M44. Fnrcxinipicii sccSchiimiann. A-m. h * t. s, h t .. . ' ’I 

122: Diwics. toakhvtep. pi, 21; Kouawali umSHavan, i f»i tm :. r 1 - 1 -- Albumulfri 
Svwbcn-v, HjiiiHuxun I. pk 12. 3t»l berry, flew Uvutt: 7 pis ’.12 See also iW »• \-ik' ■ 

.ii Htehifs ( l>avlev tnr^nker. pt 5) an jv WckhMcp (112 11 IHaekninn \f, 2, pi - ■ ,imJ ' 

(( ! i ji Mtir. the last of which shows a unique depiction nf a Rreup ot wunten ivftorsi 
(Blnekrtvui, \h r ir 6,pi, |l> 

llmpur. ftewatim. (45 MS See h resample Wl'cS-. timm , ^ r. lie 1 ■■■'- A |k ' 

Vi -h ruiiw/AV%.pK I.J;Mohr.l%.29;Bfldawy.TrerKHg T.dett'fllk V 

pi I v EtrovarsLi, Ktu-Jirmtl' Cwmptei 1. til*. 114-1 <»: Dutll, 1 pi 4 5; kaiu - •■■■ and • 

Ra/iq. Ti-H t rrmte-n fi, pi. 4". IJavics. Di» . Wt'bmm r 2, pi 5. Kmawati, t fU- . l.i •• - 

Neubcny. Bern Uomw \ pi- t2,32.5iec also Newberry, t, ^ 20, 22 HU un.m %ki J.pl 

a, JaroR-Dtskort, AvttiJ 5, ph 30; 1 Jav Anteftti* pi 5 
Kaqiur, ihuHtilintt, 153-155, 

Hrmarski. frmfawtk Complex t. figs. 3«-3<i: Moimm and AttenmQlLi. 5. / ^ .. gl- 

l pron .ii id Wild, 77 2. pla, 7f. jA, IB. Hi; G&tXt i n . lig ■«' K.m.tw.iu. . , ■ ■■ ■■ 

pl (l7;Varillc, Vr-^WV/rj. lig. 2, pi h; l>av w.-v. (h if et-tkbr<i-n 1 '• pi ' 

Sin: loi example NeuKcm. r.Pfiii -Jjc/r I. pi 9; HLicknwii. 3 /cjj I pis I 
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^euv ihrec papyrus skiffs arc deputed carrying several men and punters to 
p,i. : ' , nv;n.:- ; l he marshes One man lias tailed fmlij l he boat and is a Emus' in the 

. "J Mimmcies attempting«<» help him out of ihe water."' An interesting detail 
h i.-ederirte ||F die f-dlen mans hoik Although the scene ® in ®n excellent state ol 
ition and very clear. Newberry's line draw mu shows the man's left leg as being complete. 

. . 1,1 indicates that ihe lower portion of the kg is m fact missing 

(Photo 158>? 

smihe marshlands was represented m the Old Kingdom, how ever usually 
. ihowjiig the thicket, and was sometimes associated with a larger marsh 
-: l < stems from the ihwkci and bundle them up wiih ropes.'' This theme is 
\] L ,jiiJ jho m Hie lombs of Kheiy and Bnqct 111 al Beni flassLin where several 
., stems of [lie papyrus plant from the water I Photo 159).'^ Kheiy's scene shows 

. it'paiw i us plants immediately before ihe tomb ow ner spearing fish. However in 
. .. •.■:.!’h .hi ihe water is not blue us m other tombs, hut rather orange with red horizontal 
retail, perhaps accurately showing the muddy nature of the papyrus thickens. 

Animals. Animal Husbandry and Mythical creatures 

• . L-rem animals and birds s> frequently represented in the tombs at Beni Hassan, 
cn demonstrates the artists’ ability accurately portray die natural world as well as the 

Hdiiiviinira! characteristics of individual species. 

Cattle atki Oxen 

: i . ■■■ i my the wealth oi an individual or prov incc in Old and Middle Kingdom 
• ' : i. jrniunt and lype of resources available to each, usually in terms of land and 

i e cor di ugly .-ctlc and overs are commonly represented in the tombs of the period 
m "f ihe esael quantities of ihe different herd'. The Si Mb Dynasty lomb of 
yankh-hcryib ai Meir lists some extraordinary numbers of call le in Ins ivossessuui. more than 
. S M-ilarh large numbers of cable are shown in the tombs of Amencinhaf Baqet 
vl-I 1 .is ihe herdsmen caring for them (Photos 160-UsK). 1 As in ihe Middle 


kewbeny, B-c/i) IIman l, pi 34 

B>qet HI (Newberry, Betti Ht .r 2 pi 4} and abo WdkJ. so (B2) at \tenr 

I tltftrinnan, tftvr 2. p|, 4), 

Mohr , : Inv -at frit p| 2: difulfr. t c mtnttifvtd’-iOit'liirhyt. 7 1 *; Simpson, 
’• *■ ' n./ 1-12. For Old Kingdom cs.-implc* of ihe papyrus ban, cm 

ditniuEillcr '■ f ' umi K,t-ih: pis I ? Mouv\a and Junge. 7iiv Thud* of i'ruiiwn. 

■ ■■ hy 2" Dcivich ftahfH-ter 2. pis 1J-U: Davies, Sltdlth .few/.’ pi. 12; 
r" L ! '-KWh and h.imiu Jti. ^ww'rr,. trtMrflfe 47-*.pis J?-J* Blackman, U.ir 


• ' ’ hi.iv p i B2 1 MivurjJ men bundle she ban l-m mpethcr and transput n m iherr bjuLn 

4ii n .,bL in make papyrus skifft (Blnekman, if, rr 2, P l> S 4i ..n ,mk ^-n in ihv E »mb 

: -ti Meir iBlackman if, .x 3, p|. 4> 

Nlrtsberry. Hem lfizso>i 2. pU 4. II 


" l syptianOld Kingdom’, t Hnmk/ueifEgypt* M [1 l^-l lo[ i r)KH. 
■ " " csimstii. payment »i jitiw* craftsmen ant) io>.lI painiruae m the Old 

1 '' ' ' .. . . wd 251-2*0: A M KotEi The Pmchul Itcnanmics of 

■ ' K ■.I,.,,, ri si Kerman led i h,r It r * Ka> 227-40. < E vie 'tVyrk in the Old 
■ w’.J i,/. lj,'.. " tt the AtKisftt Near 
Bbdtmwn, 43, pi |r> 
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Kingdom tombs at Meir, herdsmen who arc elderly.'' emaciated, ever showing die miilmv ,d 
ihe nb-L 4 gc;‘' or deformed are depicted at Beni l lassan (fholos to2- IM. ’ [ lie -u v t, 
garment the elderly herdsman wears is reminiscent of Ihe elmhiiig worn h\ ihe govuiun% ,i 
Burshj ' A unique scene in ihe tombof Baqet 111 depicted call suckling altmgsui, . 
whtr is also drinking from the cow's udder (Photo IW |. w hieh is possibly also repre-c- n L -d i ■ . 
ttimb of Ahanahkt al El-Bcrsha 

Oryx 

The 1 omb 0 f K hn umhotep 11 shows a se ries o f ilesc n animals aceompan ied by .i k cepei, vu - ;J , : 
that they have been domesticated 1 One man in particular is iryjng m hold doss - ■ 

i Photo Ib9), while the desert hum scene in tlie tomb of Baqet III show ..... 

170).'' The Egyptian artist's ability to Jeenraidy represent animals in slieir uaiuir it ,-v. m.m ■. 
is quite remarkable and illustrates their greai skill ini he painted detail in the tomb m Kir . 

II 

Donkeys 

Donkeys prominently appear in Old Kingdom tombs and can cam loads -e ■ ■:..»= . .: . 

oi iread grain in agricultural scenes W liile such scenes are ceMairiK ,dv.- imind m ih Mi. 
Kingdom (Photo I VS), the arti&li decorating ihe tombs of Khnunihoiep 11 Baijci III ,n-i ki . 

,ii Hern I hiss:.ni show the species m a diffcrcnl lighi. Here ihe dot ■ 
rolling on the ground On their backs (Photo 171 h mating (Photo \ ~~t m :a hew I 
j (m ng (Photos 374-175) or to I low i ng the i r young who s re be i ng he Id by a h erdsm ;i n i P i 
I he last posture is rarely found in cariicr perinds bui can he seen tor examp 
Vtery-aa (DlS)at E34 lugarsa. The o Uncials in iliis pros nice are dated to ike 
Kingdom and possibly record the large herds of donkeys .is jn iudicator ni di. .. t 
Mery iC'Zl rejers lo his possession ol'ovcr 20 4 (MMIasses, while Mery -aaH>I v . 
count of a very greatdiiady a|scs', without specifying the exact numbe rs An inien 
is seen m the loinh of Klicty (Photo l7k> where the colour of the donkc y isuiliei 
the normal orange shown in ihe tombs of Baqel III or Amencmhai 3 he donkey ■■ .ire i 
a 'pink' hue. which is similar to those from the Old Kingdom tombs in ihe province- M • 
and also Meir ’ 


Blackman, Urn l.p! 3U 

See Wt’khho!«pl!i2»al Meir tHHckman. tf H J x pK i\ It) 

3 or deluniied herdsmen m ihe Old Kingdom <ux ihe iomh> ol Idul and btahli s k 

.mil Abder-Ka?k|. (>ro i mtttn 2. r l " l. Hflipur and Scicmm. .■'■■■ < '•••••• ■' *'■ ' " 

See also llie Middle Killgdam UniiHn t»f E>]ehirtihtUt;p Jit E '■ Herd,,! iVw * erri. ■' ■ 

SelihiHH MllLiCkllwu. tfifr l, pi 9|; VVekh1>i.Kie|i(li2)(JiHvliii iii '/>■: J’l ’ w v kWh Hep (B 

I |i|.i. kiii.m l/i ■■ i pis s -4t. 

\rw hem. n-Itf J M t. pi V See jiIm» list- herdsmen n lias wie tSewbcnv. I ■ H< •••-■’■. p' 
l si i Hill i ,iin I kc vv I ri \. Iii-Iter\In '^i 2, pt 14, 


Newberry, ttcui ihutut I, p|. 30, 

Newberry, th w Ihisw 2, pi 4. Sec- the ..'an vnyx in ilw mmb Of tVckhhfrter 

(Blackmail, Meir l, pi. 1 h. 

1 Li'i'll 11 159-104 See lor fHmphr Uuell. Ifi '<' tika - |'t- rfJl 1 " 

\e«berry. Rem flawn I. pi Hi. Ne«heuv. fatti -- '• 17 
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Kaiian.m. M-ffaipirxa 3, pi. J n 
K^iiawait. f pi 3 


Kiftawixi I'tttftif&it ut pi J EI 
Rlaek man, ^ 4. pi JO; J lope ami MeFnrtaw, in l/te MJktW-n 
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A Ii • ■ t Ji- As t k i hit A* km* ]* 


Goats m Ttves 

[junng tine old Kingdom, goats ore frequently show n mi (heir hind lep trying to nibble the fmils 
. • 3 tree arid (In- iJicincconiimied.n Beni II assart in the lombof Khcly <Photos 1 79- 

tiiu herdsman is show n carrying a sack m or lm shoulder and tntoresiingly includes an 
, I.-.; 11 ide ivissibty containmg water, hanging from the branch of a nearby iroet Photo 179), 

Dags 

... ii ,13v ."minonk depicted BCCOltlfwaym| the tomb tyw ncr on his various daily activities 

■i:j I >Jd Kingdom mid are occasionally named or placed beneath the tomb owner's chair. The 
, coiintonly shown in earlier periods are the greyhound or hunting rvw " 1 and a rare scene 
:. ter * *i' puppi e s stick I mg in die tomb o i 1 \\ au at I )etr cl -Gebraw t. "' The tombs- a e Ben i 

Fhi-vi represent a number of dogs, which are of different species arid show elaborate painted 
1 1 "i ■ ■ > i - :sJ-:V^i ' The lomb of khety shows ihe back and nmd section of one dog as 
having uniform spots in the same shade of red as me rest of ns. coat fPhoto 185). A dog with 
■■ 'iL-d dci .31 also depicted m severe l Old Kingdom tombs at Deir el-Gcbrawt and 
o" i he uniform naiure of the detail in Khety's tomb is highly unusual ifil were an 
accurate representation ol'ibe dog's coat. 

\Umki’\ v BifbiMrtx, Cuts ami Mice 

i ■, in mb ■!' Baqci 111 shows an unusual combination of animals on the south wall next to the 
he shrine i Pholus I ho-1 S9) " \ tore a cal and mouse are lacing one another on a short 
- : k one pair nf monkeys uh offspring ami also one pair of baboons are on the lower 

:i i ig \ phs siriiph provide the species of the animal and do not give any indication 
:; • ■. *i die -■. ■. ne A i rag mem i n I he lomb 0 1 Ne heri a t El - Hcrsh a show* a film 1 1 ar scene 
■. i>.iK'"ik and monkeys along w nh a mythical creature and again only lists the species 
of the respective animate. “ 

'V": H.iwsin are painted with outstanding accuracy arid attention to detail, lo the 
'• P« i e - ■ I cue 1 1 bird can be uleni i fled £ Pfu it* is 19t 1-2031 T he hi rds a re- a ficn 
'ii -he branches ,.| .. tree near a clapnet or trap of some kind as in the 
! . (I 1 holes I9|-|%), tiaqel III (Photo* l97-|9Siartd Kiwis (Photos 199 - 

bit 1 


II . . ‘ =*ihd Allenmfllkr, fcefcr taut Ku-ltm. pis f.4 lg.|9 Mpifrsn nnd 

137 19; Kmuuwu# snd Meftrtae 
"v pt are Blodumm, \kir 4. pi. u. Blackman, Met* 5. |ii 32; Kj.ijw.iii. ik .■ , kCehr^ 1 1 f,K 
• S*Jd m OldKin at Thebes pi In 

I » Sen itl-oJiiniSdleclivM. Iviu> * p,| jij 

■ ■ lid hullips. .' ■..* « .ItukfMH-. .4imbi% tu f'.-if™. 32-3. Usk.m dud Oshormwa The 

Fffuttu^ofihlit... mi .i \in.iiik Kingdom.rt*e 

1 vou, d bkc to ihunk Me Bwcdiry Miles for (Imwinjj aur aiictilieu (6 ibcsc 

tla^icc. lArir el ■Gnhrvu'f 2. plv J. 15 

” ; JW 1 ■' 11 11 ' pis 4.14, 22a.Forn Mmilnrtypetfr 

l HjehyriMepjM ... (N^vlK^v, U-fk^hrh I ph ^ 29 ) ^ 

plv 4. tft.„ j',4 | 1 

Sewfecnv, fil .t, 

* »riiTaili jftJ StwlHTiv, Ei Bcnhch2, pi 11 |5j. 

-".w., jc,,, mm, r |. pk 334J, vwbmy. ^ fl . 7l i4„ in 


A Pi.nos th As Hba: Tin Awiimh Tm ■.■ . 


Mythical animals 

Mythical animals appear or l.gyplian monuments as early as the Prc and l ark [kn ai L 
Periods."' however these are curiously absent from (Ikl Kingdom elite mmh dccni u„., 
closest examples may be found in the rendering ol ibc king as a sphinx m w-di ia, b«,,|-. 

Non together wiib the wings and head uJ a falcon, which is shown in the funerary c imp 
SahurcandPepy || at Abusir and Sahara respectively' Perhaps with the inRucn[ L - n I . . ■, 
from the l.evnni region from the First Intermediate Period onwurds. myihical animate .■ 
introduced into the repstnire of shames The best preserved examples at Beni M., ■ 
in the desert hunt scenes m the tombs of Klmumhotep 11 (Photo 2 (j 4 y Bnqet Jfn Photos 
and Klicty (Photo 207-209 ).• 1 Khnumhotep IPs chapel includes an animal witli a \ 
and a small snake-like head and neck, except that 3 . pair of w ings and the head ol a ! 

fixed to its back, whereas liaqct III and Klicty show a scries of mythical creature > ■ 

attributes of strong animals such as a lion with the head and w mgs ofa bird (Photos 2 th-' 1 
On the south wall of Khetyte tomb, an unusual creature is shown immediately in from •■’•.■ 1 

owner's Ike (Photos Zos-Zmn I fere. Kiwi; stands w im his .nut p L -i ■■ 
list as well as scenes of military activities including foreign nereenunc^ The aim .. 
intricately box-h&tdied collar, combines ihe head of a falcon with ihc rail ofthe Seth c rest me .m : 
is pa.rued in bright green and yellow with striped detail on the hiKty 


A bnef exam mat ion of the themes depicted in the Chapels at Beni Hassan indieuies 1 I -..1 the 

artists decorating these tombs w ere aw are of ihe trad i lions established Ibr the rendering or"'- u 

figures, the naltiml world as well as the dillcrcni precessions and aciivmes oi' the i eypii.T,- 
earlier periods. Many of the artistic themes attested in Old Kingdom tombs were conimued ■ . 
us l he lomb owner lishing or fowling in I he marshlands or sealed on a eh.nr hch e .u 
lable. Other scenes follow traditions only found in the provinces such .is [wo hi. 
in a light, however new ideas are incorporated into the decorative scheme Sud- 
ihe tomh owner its an active figure in a desert hunt and fowling w itli .1 c kip . 
engaging in personal grooming such ns having I heir heads shaved The art w th. -e C. ..: 

and TwelJtf] Dynasty tombs ol B.njei HI, Khety. Anieitemhat and Khnumhotep 11 ■ i% 
compares in style and content to those in ihe tombs of their conieinponiric 1 ' . 3 ; 1 - 

Thebes and Aswan, Yet there appears to be dislinet regional variations such . ■ . 

clothing w orn by ihe lomb ow ner, ihe themes included in the tomb's decorative 1 . 
arrangement in ihe tomb. The art ,11 Hem Hnssan provides the modern viewer w u . 

rich insight into ihe daily lives of the elite officials as well as of those h\ me and 
prew irtee. 


Silv I nr example lt.L- Tv, 0 I )*>£> paleuc m Ehv \.irmcr Pilltm- (Smith, rush ik. 11 ‘ s. 

Bon-Ml, 2 pi N.Jouuic-r./V^Whpk llU'\s 

Mewbum. Scat Mason t. pi 3(1, Ncii berry, A™ 2, pis 4 _ s. 1 r> 
t umpare: W.|]| the -II £|'l3cf*Hu ttiriUhti mitd Newhcny. / i-th^heh 2. pk 1 1 ! 41 1 " * 
Newbeny. ttem itown 2. pi. to 
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Conclusion 


Beni Nassan, the cemetery of the I6 1h Upper Egyptian province or (In-x-iionw. is loaned within 
the most agriculturally productive, and accordingly the richest, pan of l gypt. The oflh : ; 
governed the nomc during the Eleventh and Twelfth Dynasties wcjc among the riche si .hi, 
powerful in the Country, holding strong lies with the crown as well as marriage ..I'l.o,.. • * 
the nobility in neighbouring provinces to the north and south. The wealth of these i■ 11 11 i 
reflected in the si/e, the architectural design as well as the quality and extensive rep. v>. 
artistic themes represented in their tombs. However, as m other provinces, the power vnd ■■ e h 
oftlie officials at Beni Hissap appears to hove tfcclined slightly during the reagrt id Sen ■Mil 
in ihe Twelfth Dynasty. 

Following the collapse of the Old Kingdom, the quality and style uf art suffered p.wsih v ... 
result of a lack of clientele to invest in the decoration Mtombs With the a e-umli cation ut I - . ■>. .r 
the end of the Eleventh Dynasty, there was a revival in artistic and architectural tnidmor- : .uS 
seem to have been influenced by the monuments of the Old Kingdom Abricfcvam iiaiiom ■ J 
tomb decoration in the Middle Kingdom clearly demonstrates die continuation ofartisi;. : , i... 
such as the tomb owner seated before an offering table or fishing and fowling in the marshlands 
as w ell as certain aspccis of agricultural pursuits and industries that are attested in earlier 
Such similarities may be attributed to a number of factors, including that tomb decora in <\ 
reflection of the life at the time and that the purpose of such decoration was largely the same 
both periods. In addilionjt appears that the artists decorating Middle Kingdom tonih- may < 
used the art in Old Kingdom temples and tombs as a basis forth? composition ol the scenes 

ttith the aim of presenting I he reader with an overview of the art and daily \ ' , ■ 

living in the province during the Middle Kingdom, four tombs have been selected 
the end of the Eleventh Dynasty and tw o from the lirsi half of the Twelfth lAiuo’. 1 
demonstrates that despite the continuity of earlier artistie traditions, new ideas, mid v- mi- - • 
introduced into the tombs' decoration such as the active ligurc of the tomb owne: p i" i ■' 
fowl i rig with a clapnet and hum mg in the desert or the representation of my ifuc.iUr: hmK 1 " . 
artistic themes seem to have been expanded upon and are particularly evident in the depict in 
warfare and wrestling as well as in the inclusion of certain games and entertainment v. . 
are also included in the decorative scheme in contemporary tombs ut other Middle Km,: 
cemeteries such as Thebes, Meir and El-Bcrshn. Whereas Old Kingdom tomb deem., • ..re., 

portrays themes associated with the interests and responsibilities ol the tonub owner, the repertoire 
of scenes found at Beni I lassan reflects a broader ov erx iew ol life :ii the nine, including the mi i .iry 
achievements of the tomb owner alongside the leisure activities available to the mhubii. • -> 
i lie province. Such a shi ft m emphasis may be due to the fact that the elite otliL tab boned at Hi 
Nassau considered ihe administration of the Orys-nomc as an 'inherit ante rather than simply .:■ 
official appointment by the king, which is clearly stated in the biographies of Amencmiui and 
Khnumhotcp II 

The site of Hem Nassau prov ides a pLimeulaiiy rich and well preserved record ni .m .nuL d.u ■■ 
life in tire provinces during (he Middle Kingdom Earlier documentation ot the site ha- sen ed the 
Egyptological community, however ct now appears that a derailed examination ol me lwu:cm,c 
at Beni Hassan has the potential to yield much more in formal ion and truly enrich our knowledge 
of the period. 
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1. KhnumEicnep IE, scciion of biography, south wall 



2. Khnuntholcp N, poriroEt in the fowling scene. wall 








3. Khely. wife DfKhnymhoEep II, at the offering table, south wall 



Khety t at the offering table, s(n?ih wall 





5, Khety. supervising aetivi i its. south waII 



















fi. Khety with his wife under a pillared structure, 
sooth wall 


•. The *amc shaped pillar used in Khcty T s umb 




8. Khety standing with his wi fe, 
Kllnumholep, north wall 


h K hcly, (tcUaEl Sjf h icroglyphs 
illustrating the consummation qf 
marriage. north wall 














'*■ Kheijr* detail of a hiefuglypb showing 41 man presenting a gift (?) 10 & woman, north wait 



tl Annenemhat, oHbriog bearers, north tvall 



I .t, Amrncmhal, 0 tiering hearers. north wall 





14- Ktinwnihcrpll", M0 him wirh accomp „, icd b> .jMSfiL !ouUl , Vil '„ 



Ift. KltnumJicrtqj It. c^rr>‘iikg. a calch ulT birds. Hindi Wall 





17 . Khnunahotcp II, chapiil, looking north-easi 
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19, KhnumhnEcp I L fowling with a clapnet, casi wall 



jo. Khnumhotep II. dciail ofthe clapnet, cast will. 




















- L Khnumhinicp II, spuar-fi nhiitg, cast waJI 























->■ Amcncmhat. ckiail of ihir hunting scene. north wall 



2&. Amentmhat, <fctt.il oftte hunting XC n$ north wnl! 



27. Khnumhntep II, hunting, lanrih wall 



28. Khiunnhotcp II, detail of IMlliuniny sccrw, north wall 









29. Khnumhotep Jl, demcl of the hunting scene, north wall 


* nnu,ahoti; P ||, detail 0 |gfc Anting scene, north wall 


31. KhnuniltMcp IE. detail of the hunting icer® nonh mil 


32. Khnumhotep El. detail of the hunting scene, north wall 


33. Khnumhctap II- detail of (he hunting scene, north wall 















34. Baqei 111, deuifl of (be hunting scene, norlh wall 



35. Bacjci III, detail pf ihe hunting seen®, nonh nvall 



.17. Bijbqel III. (Jibuti I of the Jturtcioj! scene, north wall 



















Bttqei JIE. detail of the hunting scene, north wail 



39-- Baqci IEI b detail of the hunting scene, north wall 





40. Khety r detail of the hunting scene. north wall 


42. KJiiity, detail of the Earning smie, non h wall 


41. Khety, Jeuil or (In- hunting scene, north wall 
















4.1. Khcty. detail of Ihe hunting seen*:* north wal] 


44. Ktldly. detail of the hunting jwene, north w.i|| 



45. KlmiutrilinLep if bum fie.hL r iwrth wall 



4ft. KhnumlKitL-p II. bull fighL north wall 












50. Ainenemhai, tofascians arid clapper*, west wall 


51. K liciy. musk fan. south wall 


47. Baqct III. bull fight, south wait 


48, KhaEy, fault fighi H west wall 













52. danoers; mirth wall 



53. Amcrtcmhai, dancei*, nonh wall 



55, B&qel Ml. acruhnts, mirth wall 











5"?. Baqel 111, acrobats, north wall 






5fi. B&qet llf h games. north wall 



50. Buqet IN, Koines, south wall 












6 1 KHl-Iv. i-amiis. mtriJi wnj| 



62, Khety. gnmcs, north wail 

















64. Ktinly, south w,a It 




65. KlUiLy, jjumCs, south wa11 


66. KIil^eVh samcs. south wall 
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67. A menctnhal, warfare, cast wall 



Aiucncmhai, warfare, east wa!J 




69. Amencmhat, warfare. casl waH 


70, Artwnemhai, warfort, east wall 















1 1.. Amenemtmt, wtrfare, caj| wa]| 



72 fJnqti 11|, warfare, uan W ji 11 


mm 



74. Khtfy* warfare. ffilSl wall 















75. AmencmtiHl. wrestling*east wall 



7fi * jjijincifcmhfli. wresiltjiBi easL wall 



7S, AllKnemltal. wrestling. TOSt wall 









B*, SI It!, »™ii„ 8 ,«, wall SO. Khm, « wa „ 



HI, Khciy, wrestling, ViL m | a j] 



82. Klu'iy, liyre-sliing, cast wall 



S3, KhcLy, wrestling «st^a3J 

















84 Baqet IN. puiitslmttEU, south wall 





BS. Einqci 111, pun ishmciu. smith wall 



BA. FJuqcl III, punishment, souili wall 






















58. Baqel 1IJ, punishment south WbII 



Kfl. tisqm I3i, punishment, south wall 


90. Kbruimhotcp [1. foreigners, mirth wall 

















95. Khnumhotep- II, foreigners, north wall 



96. KhnumhDiq) It. detail of forcigiura, npnli wall 
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99, Khnumhotcp II, foreigners, north wall 



100; Khnwnhoiep IL detail of foreigner?, north wall 













IO,V Aracncmhai, towing [he artTiit, eail wall 



j(j4 k Ameoemh;ii, dfilsiil ef lowing iIhj coffin, t^sjI wall 










105. Khnumhoiep II, [owing the coffin, west wall 



L06. Kln.lv, sransporLaticm by ship, west wall 




107. Kbcty. iransportaLimi by ship, west wall 


I OS. Kbely, i rf% wnation In- ship, west wall 













105 AmeoemhaL, the Mottle of the tomb owner on a sledge, iwdi wall 



HO. Khety. cdrtwiioB in from of Uk 5 .*ue of the tomb owner, south wail 



til. AmcncmbaL, emits, wes-t wall (upper repiner*! 





















313. Amcncmhat, carpenurrs. west wait 



114. Amencmhai, sandal inakcre> west Wall 




316. Amcncmhal, lnaivufwiuriti.e firm lcnivcs f wesi watl 



I [7. AiinmcmbiL, untfe, will unMlc OpfiOT 













11S. Amcncmha!, weighing die melal, west wall 



11^- AmcilemlwiL fccOTKiinjj Lhc muital products. wcsl wall 



\ 2 \. AmcnctnluEh staking the kiln with wUeiy, west wail 













L2J. AmcnemhttL, firing pmtocy in the tdlrn west wall 



125. Anujnuiahjn, Julies fit work, west wall 










326. Baqct niamifacEurinjj staffs, south wall 



127, Buqtt lit, [nMufacUirinjaufli,south wal] 






12S, Ratjct Itl^Bnisls painting a shrine, north wall 


1 29 . tiiLqui Jit, nriist paiotinp; ji double sintoe. north *all 


















130, Baqcl 111. mi arlisii in inditing,, north wall 


■ !JJL | V 1 III, detail of art artist in training, north wa\\ 



133. Bnqcl 11[, spinning, north wall 



I,i3. Datfot N I, spinning, north wall 

























134. Bacjct III, fullers, north wall 



135. Baqjet III, handling the mnnulfcluftti items, north wait 






136 - Khety. metal working, north wall 


137. Kltcty. weighing and recording the metal piiulucLH. north wall 













US. Kheiy, spinning north wall 



139. Ktorty t spinning, north wall 




140. Khcly, mimtifbcumnj of a net. north wall 


F4I. Khety, weaving] nSrth wail 

















142- Amenemhal, gardening, west wnl] 



l *53. Khnumhtrtcp l(. detail nf gardening, west wall 




144, Ktawmhmcp It. gardening, west wall 


14?. KhnumhOJOp lI, detail nf gardening, ivvsi wall 










I Jf>. Khnuinhotup ||, yirtkning, wMt wall 



[4% Khnwmhcicp II, dtiail wn w rt [| 



149. EChciy. manufacturing wine, south wall 











■ recording list: wtflSt piftKlucliou, south v.jll 



■52. K IhtL>\ yranurics. mllI] u,af| 



I S3; JCHcty, grammes, sou lb uni I 

















I$4. Baqet III* pcrtoiuit care and gnxuninj^, nurth wait 



L55-. Khety, personal care and grooming, north wall 



154 KhisLimhcncp It, clapnet, jjorOi wall 



158, Klinumbotcp II, dtdail oflhc boatmen in rhe marshes, east watt 
















1 Jy. K hct>, boatmen i n the marshes. SiflHl wall 



nw. Anumcmhiit, dual! afoxeiu ikioH whII 



161. Amenvmhat, herdsman leading □ cw, north watt 



162 . JJmuJt Ifcciniwuicd herdsman [endingan oxoru smithwall 















163. Bmjes 111 .herdsman leading an osen. soulh wall 



1 M 111. m»lkitig; s^uili wall 



165-. Baqci JIE. bull mourning a oliw, souilt -wall 



166. K htJty, I lm lI i iiu an i nub, south wall 



167. Khcty. bringing down .imi 11 ;iI - tor Saerihce. smiIh wall 




















I6S. Khety, deformed herdsman leading an oxen, south wall 



Hi 1 ?, Khnumholep II, lending In oryx. north wait 


<** 




170. Baqet III \ mating oryx, north wall 


17t. Khnumhofep II, a donkey rolling on ihc ground to scratch iis back (?), north wall 
















172, Bivqet III,. parcmal .ifTcaion between a donkey and her offspri ng, soulh wall 



It*. [It. Ml 1MI XtakH. taw* .donkey „„d heoflkprtH,Mi„n 



174, Qjqel Ml, a herd ofdonkeys with ilicir (oak somh waff 



175, BiK|e1 Ml, Jelail of a herd of donkeys wiili llieir (evils, soulll wall 



17ft. JCheiy, :l herd of donkeys, Wesl waff 







177 Kltety, donkeys mutiny, u.-^sl wall 



m - Ktlct W frnkeys transporting sacks oTfefuSn, south wall 


I 




\Tf. Khciy, hiding^ west wall 


I SO. Ociy. browsing goats. vrt-st wall 


J S1 K hcly, 1 1 row si ng gOtfits, west wall 






BPS 


t£* 














Khnmnhoiqj IE. Iiuntinj; dags. north wall 



1K3. Kiimimhotep It, tomb owner’s [>cl daft nortli whII 


IS4. Khnumhotep Jl, icimh owner's pel dog, nonh w jJI 



I Hi. K3ie[}', iomb owner's pel clog, south wall 










IKK. Bnqtft IN. monkeyvsouth wall 



rS9, Bji^cl EM, ralxwiis.sooilj wall 



tWJ. Khnumhutep II, atnricti Imvl, north wii|l 









191. JihnumliPtcp H, birds iih Lhc marches. «vs! wall 




t c M. KHnui]j[m(cp EJ. detail ufa l>iril in the nwrrsJies. Cttsf ivall 










195. Khnumtiotep IL detail of a bird in the marshes east wall 



19i5. KbnwmlKotcp II, duiail of a bird in the marches easL wall 












IW Khety, tieLa.l| of bind* in a ln 5 L\ north wall 




2CH- KliL-ty, brrd trap, south watt 









202. Kinsey, birds- flying. iH-vir .a trap, sonlh wait 



20.1 Kliciy.birds in sirue, sogih wall 




| 



204, Khiiurri]3(iL4.-p 1|, mythical creature. mirth wall 



205. fljffltiet 111 , mythical creatures, north wall 





















2iKi r III. mythical crcuuircs, nurih wall 



2=fJlf. Khely. mythical Sum res, north wall 



3[>S. Rhely, mythical crcamfe, souili wall 



209 . K]»i:Ly. JcUrF of myi hical creature. soul h hvjiI I 
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